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From 


The director of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 
To 


C. T. BUCKLAND, Esquire, 

J unior Secy, to the Oovt of Bengal, 
Dated Fort William, the 10^^ July 1857. 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. 4G2, dated IGtli 
April last, I have the honor to submit the Reports of the 
Inspectors of Schools for the 3rd Quarter of the year 185G-57, 
i. e., for the months of November, December and January 
last. Mr. Harrison's Report was received only four days ago ; 
hence the delay in the submission of the present communi- 
cation. 

2. The University Committee having brought its pro-, 
ceedings to a close, and submitted its Report, the Supremo 
Government, on the 12th of December last, published in the 
Gazette a Resolution thanking that body “for the careful 
and complete way in which they had discharged their trust," 
and “adopting unreservedly the scheme of the Committee, 
which, with few exceptions, is strictly in accordance with the 
views expressed by the Hon'blc Court, in their Despatch of 
the 19th July 1854, and by the Government of India, in the 
letter appointing the Committee/' A Vice-Chancellor and 
Senate were at the same time appointed by the Supreme Go- 
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vernmont, and directed to “ proceed forthwith to promulgate 
the Rules proposed by the Committee ai^ sanctioned the 
Government of India, and to pass sich other Rules, and take 
such further measures as may be necessary to give early and 
full effect to the scheme.” 


3. Accordingly the first Public Examination of Candidates 


Calcutta. 

Berhamporo, 

Kishnagliur. 

Dacca. 

Patna. 

13ha\igulporc. 


Cuttack, 

ncnuies. 

A'jcra. 

Delhi. 

Ajmere. 

Lahore. 

Chittagong. 


for entrance into the 
University was held 
in March last, at tjje 
places noted in the 
margin, and the first 


Examination for the grant of Degrees will probably be held 


about the same time next year. 


4. Tlio following Government Colleges have been affiliated 
to the Calcutta University 


Presidency College ... 


General Department. 
Law Department. 


Calcutta Medical College, 

Calcutta Civil Engineering College. 
Ilooghly College, 

Dacca College. 


Kishnaghur College. 
Berhampore College. 


6, In accordance with orders from the Supreme Govern- 
ment, measures were adopted during the Quarter for taking 
possession, on the part of Government, of the ground consi- 
dered by the Right Hon'ble the Governor General in 
Council to be the best for the (new) Presidency College,'' 
which ground is that immediately to the North of Coloo- 
toUah Street and West of College Street. These measures 
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are still in progre^^, and although an unexpected difficulty 
has arisen from the'tiigh Hlue* placed upon a bazar tliat oc- 
cupies a portion of the space selected by the Governor 
General, and it is in consequence not impossible that another 
site may have to bo selected, there is little doubt tliat tho 
ground will be ready at least as soon as the Plan and Esti- 
mates for the new building are sanctioned. The Com- 
mittee employed in drawing up the new design for tho 
College was busily engaged in tho work during tho Quar- 
ter under review ; and their proposals, togctlior with a rougli 
Estimate of the cost of carrying them out, are now before 
Government 

6. For the proposed building for tlio College at Borliam- 
pore, an estimate amounting to Rupees (59,290) F ifty-nino 
thousand two hundred and ninety, has been included in tlio 
Budget of 1857-58, and the sanction of the Supreme Govern- 
ment is looked for at an early date. About one-half of tho 
above is the proceeds of the Subscription raised by.the Inhabi- 
tants of the District in 1853 for tlie purpose, and tlio other 
half, it is proposed, should be contributed by Government 

7. I have but little of special importance to report as to 
the Zillah Schools, m connection with tho Quarter unde^ 
review. They are, on tho whole, well reported of by the In- 
spectors, and the effect of tho new Rules referred to iu para- 
graph 12 of my last Quarterly Report has been to bring them 
under more systematic and effective management than has 
been the case in past years. 

8. Tho entertainment of an additional Master, on Rupees 
(200) two hundred a month, was sanctioned during the Quar- 

* Eiglit laca of Rupees arc Uemaaded for tho site kno^vn ua Mudhub Dutt’s 
Bazar. 




RETURN of Grants-vri'aid sanctioned hy Government, from let November J856 to Slst 
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Director of Public Instruction, 


No 318. 


From 

THE INSPECTOR of SCHOOLS, 

South Bengal 


To 


W. GORDON YOUNG, Esquire, 

Director of Public Insineclion. 

Dated Ilooghhj, Uh March 1857. 


Sir., 


I HAVE the honor to .submit my Repoit for tho 
Quaitcr ending with the 31st January last, and I proceed to 
notice the sevcial subjects which you liavo diiectcd tho 
Inspcctoi.') of Schools to report ou periodically. 


Colk-'j^O'S and SiipLiior 
ScLuuIu. 


2. The Colleges aud Goveiument Schools of a superior . 

class visited by me during tho Quarter 
are those at Berhampoor, Kishnaghur, 
Howrah, and Ooterparah. The, so Insti- 
tutions have been fiequently reported on during the last 
twehe months, and there is not therefore mudi to bo said. 
The Berhampoor College was working at a di,sadvantago 
when I went to that Station in November, in consequence of 
a temporary deficiency in the appointed number of Teachers 
and the absence of any Professor of Matbematica This has 
long since been remedied. 
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3. The Kj^hnriglmr College will always be an efficient 
InBtitution in the hands of a man like Mr E Lodge, wlio, in 
addition to the otlier qualifications of a Professor and Prin- 
cipal, possesses a degiee of influence over liis Subordinates 
and the Students which nothing but more than common 
ability and earnestness could give. 

4. I regretted to find fiom a conversation with this Officer, 

that the E'^tablishnient of the Civil En- 
gingering College was not looked upon 
by the Students at Kishnaghur with 
that interest and satisfaction wdiich might have been expi^ot- 
ed. I aru inclined to thude that this is owing chiefly to two 
causes — tlio one being the significant declaration thafOo- 
V(‘riinient would not considei itself under any ohlirjatiou to 
give employment 111 the Depaitment of Public AVoiks to 
tliosc who might go through the Civil Engiucciing com sc, 
and the second cause being that unpractical tendency of 
onr College Students upon which I lia\e before icmaiked, 
and which leads them to abhor anything like pliysical exer- 
tion ' It will take some time before wo shall reconcile these 
Pook-ineii to bricks and mortar, 

5. I Avas glad to find that a suggestion which I had made 
at my last \isiL that the College Li- 

Colk'go Libiaiy , i , 

biaiy should be lighted up in the 
evenings, had been carried out ; while the subscriptions for the 
erection of a Public Library had been coming in famously’. 

(). I w’as present during the hour when the 1st Class of 

Mr Boat'ou School Department Avere Avith Mr. 

Bcatsoii in Literature , and I Avas 
greatly pleased Avith the clear and excellent manner in whicli 
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Howrah aiul Ootcr- 
p.iiah Sehoold. 


he coiiuuiiiiicatea yi^truction, keeping alive the attention and 
interest of tlie pupils most thoroughly. 

7. The Howrah ami Ooterj)aiah Schools are working well 
under Mi Cowper and Baboo Bono 
Mali Mitter. Idie selection of the lattei 
gentleman in the place of Baboo Rant 
Tonoo Lahoore(', who has obtained a year’s leave of ab- 
sence, has been a fortunate one. The Sub-Assistant Sur- 
geon of Ooterparah (B.iboo Doorgachuru Bysai;k) recently 
sent me some Mathematical papeis written by throe Students 
ol the 1st Clas^, m competition for a Medal which that gentle 
man has, with much liberality and public spirit, offered as a 
Prize in Mathematics , and the papeis showed that the sub- 
]('ct had been well taught. Theie have been several changes 
and promotions among the Junior Masb is of the Howiah 
and Ooterparah Schools during the Quarter; and, a((( r 
obtaining your sanction to the aiipointmeiit of a Pundit to th(‘ 
former at a salaiy of Rupees 20, 1 hold a public “ Competition " 
Examination at the SchooMIouse, and selected the best can 
didate. 


8 Under this head I may mention that m Novcmbofcf 
I proceeded to Berhampoor for the 
purpose ot conducting the examination 
of ‘‘ Camlidatcs for appointment and 
piomotion in the Education De])aitment/' or, in other woids, 
the Teachership Certificate Examination. There were alto- 
gether eleven candidates, but all for the lowest oi third grade 
Certificate. Six succeeded in pasmig, but only one so as to 
deserve the full salary attached to this grade, vh , Rupees oO. 
Nearly all were very deficient in the power of communicating 
insti action in Mathematics, Geography, cve, through the 



( 4 ) 


niodiuinof the Vernacular, while the answers to the written- 
([uestions on the Art of Teaching were miserably bad. There 
will be no improvement in our Junior Teachers until wo have 
a Normal School for them. I need not say anything on this 
occasion in respect to improved methods of teaching subjects 
or books, as all these matters have been exhausted by the 
School improveraent Committee in their Report, which is 
now being printed. 


9. During this Quarter, an increase in the amount of 
Office work done by the In.spcctors was 
ivS'lS" «'«>•'>»“'' ly «■« tran*,ri«s 

to i^H the disposal of cases relating to 
the Leave, Promotion, and Appointment* of Teachers in 
Zillah Scliools drawing less than Rupees 50 per mensem. 
Indeed, the correspondence biauch of the Inspectors' duties 
has become so largo as to threaten the ellicient performance 
of other duties. With about 150 formal official letters, more 
than 150 of a demi-official kind, and 300 native letters, to 
write every month, — besides other work, such as the examina- 
tion of Teachers, the checking of Monthly Returns, the issue 
of Bills, &c., &c, — one or two days' absence fiom Office, for 
the purpose of travelling or visiting Sdicols, — creates an 
accumulation of arrears from which it is difficult to iccovcr 
for several weeks. 


10. I have felt this drawback very keenly during the 
^ ^ past three months, because, in addition 

Work of the Quarter 

imdor notice impeded by to iiiy usual duties, I had charge of 
wpccial laikts. Woodvoius OfficG for Tiiore than 

a months and for ten days I was confined to my bed from 


Duung the Quarter six Teachers were appointed by me to Zillah Schools. 
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severe illness; so Hiat if my Monthly Statement of Schools 
visited show but poorly, I do not think I deserve blame on 
that account. 

11. Regarding the Vernacular branch of my correspon- 
dence, I have one word to add. I 
Jeucc. think it ot great iqportaiicc that this 

should for the preseut be kept up 
vigorously ; for Native Manageis and Pundits will lose their 
mtcrest iu the new Schools, if their leiteis (tiresoino and 
frivolous as they often are) arc not answered. This Grant-in 
aid system makes it necessary for the Inspectors to keep 
the iron hot” by plenty of talking and writing, or, subscrip- 
tions will fall off, quarrels will aiise betuceu Managers aiul 
Teachers fatal to the Schools, aud the whole system will bieak 
down. 


12. During the Quarter, nine Indents for Prize aud Li- 
brary Books from Zillah Schools Avere 
Uouk^liidcm^! forwarded by me to the Secretaiy to the 

Ooverument Book Agency, after the 
ie\ised alteration which you have directed tlio Inspectors to 
make in these Indents, whenever they deem it necessary. 
I believe that one object you had in view in giving this order 
was that something like uniformity should bo obtained in 
regard to the works selected ; but it is difficult to effect this 
object by the present plan. 1 would strongly recommend 
that persons competent for the task should draw up carefully 
a copious selection of works adapted for Zillah School Libraries 
and Prizes, and that a printed copy of this List sliould then 
be furnished to the different Local Committees. The object 
of uniformity will then be attained, and the still more import- 
ant object of securing the selection of such Books only as are 
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really appropiiate Neither Local Commjltocs nor Inspector^ 
unafesistod can be expected to perform this duty satibfactonly. 

13. There have been the usual complaints and correspon- 
dence about delay on the part of the Secretary to the Book 
Agency ; and the transfer of tliis duty to other hands will, I 
liope, be an improvement. 

I k During the Quarter, I submitted to you a Report on 
certain proposals received fiom tlie Lo- 

Zjll.ih School III Pu- Autliorities on tlie subject of the 

Puruha School , and I recommended 
that, instead of reducing the Schooling Fees fiom 1 Rupee 
to 8 Annas, in a Distiiet where there can bo little ad- 
vantage in teaching the people English,— or, at all events, in 
incieasiiig the number who alicady attend the English 
School In spite of the pn^sent rate, — a good V^ernacular School 
should beset on foot, which might be made attiactive to the 
pcjople by appointing a Cutcherry Mohuirir to teach Zemiii- 
dary Accounts, Legal Processes, &c., &c. 

15. A similar recommendation has also been submitted in 
respect to another School, where the 

Zill.ih School at Sum- circumstances’ aic much the same, 
l)ul['oic. 

viz , that at Suiubulporc, wlioic sovouty 
boys arc spciuliiig some ycais in golting a llttlo Kiiglisli 
“ whilo-wasli," tliougli there is little or no domaiul for 
such a (puilificatioii iii that part of the country. 

](). When \isitiug Midna{K)re la.st year, I had some con- 
, . . ^ versation with Captain Beadle on tlie 

Phj.'-ioal EdiuMtion at ^ 

lUulnapou’, and clc-o- ^uhject ot electing a Fi\cs Couit in 
the School Compound. I thought that 
it a fair propoilion of the expense were laised on the spot, 
\ou might sanction a grant from the suiplus fuudb ot the 
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School ; but the , inhabitants have themselves raised tlio 
whole amoiiiit (upwards of Rupees £00) — a proceeding 
which does them great credit. I hope the same thing ni.iy 
be attempted elsewhere. Manliness and courage so muc.li 
depend upon physical training, that I think wo should pay 
more attention to this subject in the education of the middle 
and upper classes who attend our Englisli Schools and Col- 
leges Tlio Gymnastic Lessons at the llooghly and Presi- 
dency Colleges have .not succeded — probably because the 
Students could sec no practical UhC in tlic tiling. But if a 
recommendation, which I made some time ago, oPtcacliing 
tlie lads the use of fire-arms and liorsc-iiding, w(H*c adopted, 
I think there would be no such leluctance. If the sons of 
our Zemindars could ac(}uirc th(‘ habit of shooting Snipe and 
JIacoits, and of riding over their lands and si'cing tilings with 
theii ow'ii eyes instead of the eyes of their Oinlah, it would 
be a decided improvement. 

17. I come now to speak of aided Anglo-Vernacular 

Scliools. T have leceived several appli- 

Awlcd Anglo- Vcrnaui* cations f(»r Grants-iii-aid for the esta- 

lai bthooh 

blishment of these ydiools ; but as I 
was given to understand that Government would probably 
not sanction Grants for any more Schools of this class on 
their present footing, and as no orders Avero passed upon my 
previous applications for Grants, I liavo for some time defer- 
red forwarding them, until I receive further instructions. 
The total number of Grants for Anglo- Vernacular >Schools 
recommended during the Quarter do not therefore exceed 
eight — three for BanceK)rah, three for Hooghly, one for Kaj- 
sliye, and one for Beerbhooni. 

18. For tlie aided Anglo-Vernacular Schools already at 
Avoik, I have selected ainl appointed eleven Teachers during 
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the Quarter. In three of those established by Baboos Joy- 
kissen and Rajkisseii Mookerjee, tlie large increase of pu- 
pils has rendered it necessary to appoint an additional 
T(‘achci. There were tliirty-onc Schools of this class actu- 
ally at work on the 31st January, attended by about 2,300 
Students 

19. I should ere this have drawn up a set of Rules for 
tliesc Schools, corresponding to those which I prescribed for 
the aided Vernacular Schools ; but as the whole course of 
instructiqp, mode of study, and rules of discipline hitherto 
in force In the Zillah Schools were undergoing an entire 
cliangc at the liands of tlie School Improvement Committee, 
I thought it better not to lay down Rules wliich would in a 
very shoit time be replaced by others. I thought it better 
merely to direct the Teacheis and Managers to follow tlic 
course of instruction ami the Rules, as far as they were found 
applicable, adopted in the Zillah Schools. 

20 With the heavy Office work described in a preceding 
paragraph, I have not found it possible to devote time to the 
ins[)oclion of these Schools ; and as the pupils are, for the 
most part, only learning the mere ludimcnts, I considered it 
([uite sulliciont if they weie duly inspected by my Deputy In- 
spectois, who are all of them distinguished College Students. 

21. nndor the head of ‘‘Training and Instruction of 
Teachers,'' I have nothing of importance to record. The 
next subject is that of Vernacular Schools. 

22. Duiing the Quaitcr, I have seketed and appointed 

twenty-four Head Pundits to various 
Vernacular gchools ill the Division : four of 

bcllUOliJ. 

the number were taken from Pundit 
EslmicliunJcr YyJiasagur’s School, and the rest were selected 
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after special examination at my Office, out of about three 
times that number of candidates. 


23. The number of aided Vcniacular Schools actually at 
work* in this Division at the close of the Quarter was 79 ; 
and these Schools were distributed as follows . — 

39 in Zillah Hooghly. 


7 

7 

U 

9 

2 


llowrali. 

Nuddea. 

Burdwan. 

Bancoorah. 

Midnapoor. 


The number of pupils attending •theso Schools was about 
4, 000, each paying an average fee of 2 annas a montli. 

2t. There arc a few Girls in two or three of those Schools, 
and I have recently received four 

Fcmule Schools • 

applications for tl^e establishment ol 
Schools to be attended exedusively by Girls. The projectors 
have consi'uted to my ap[)ointing Chiistian Female Teachers, 
and I am m eoin^spondonce witli the Missionaries in charge 
of Chilstiaii Schools, with a view to the selection of proper 
persons. As soon as this has been arrang(‘(l, I shall forward 
tlui apj)licntions to you for the .sanction of Goveinment to 
the ncce.ssiry expenditure The people have not in any case 
proposed to bear any jioition of the current expenses, but 
will provide School- 1 louses. 1 think that in the present 
state of public opinion, Govermmmt should gladly take upon 
itself the whole expense of maintaining .such Scliools. The 
projectors make a con.siderable .sacrifice, m exposing them- 
selves to annoyance and dislike on the part of a largo section 

* t. e, cxclusnc ol Scliwh h.ini tioncU, Imt not opcnc*), and cxcluMve 
of Model or Go\crnmciil Vernacular Schools. 
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(;1 ilifii 1*;. : c iu;i</liljuurs , iiiul that saci ifioe blioukl 
hu hiAil at Ica^t as equivalent to a nuac' pecuiiiai y (lunation 

2o Dining th(‘ Quaiter, T liavu' forwarded i(jr sanction 
sixteen applications for Giants to im- 
^^^r.iuscs of diMDuirt-c- piovrd Vernacular Schools , and many 
more would have been sent, hut for 
till' (liscoiuagcmcnt and suspicion which has been caused liy 
rioic) iimciit having, dining the last tlncc months, passed no 
oidcis upon Iho a])pli(‘ations foi (kants picvlously loi\\aid('(] 

I I! 1 In.set wilh eomplamts and hmumtatioiis from all (piai- 
lim.dMiut this (h'lay, whih' my D(‘pnty Impictois aie in 
m.my pluM's ti('at<‘d with deiisiun when they a'^suic the peo- 
ple thaX the dela} is only t( m[Jomi} 

Duiiiig th(' (^jualter, anotlioi li iir-\e.nly Examination 
of all E( h( )ols of tins clas^ established 

n illo ( \i 1\ rA.Hui- 

iiiiKMis (ii* X'tiM.uiil.M “^ix monihi .uid iipw.iids has t.iken 
S(li(H)U . . 111(1 lii/(s Pn/ 's wil! h(‘ distiiliuted to 

those Stiidmits who ha\(‘ (|()ne widl, as soon as the Indmils 
aie 1 (’C(' 1 \(mI din* cost ol theM* Piizes will 1 pKMUiK' 1 k' 
paid, w'lthoui (pK'stion, under the ordius (No o 07 ) of the 
SiqiK'ine Go\einmeiil, commnnieati'd to tie* Go\einment ol 
Ih'iigal on the Dhli Dohiiiaiv ISk*), it w'as not, 1 pie 
suiui', int('nde(] that tlu' sidisiapieiit ouhisot the 14lh No- 
vanuhi'i’ last (No KitiD, on i1k‘ Mi]))('et of lewai ds to Model 
Schools, should ])e ie{iospecti\ o in their efh'ct, (wen if it was 
theiehy mleuded (o h line expendituie in Pii/cs to the 7/e 
(//'f/c/ums' Sclumls [ilaciMl uii an impio\ed footing by means of 
Giants in-aid. 

27. The oideis last meutioued w'cie communicated to me 
on tlu‘ 29th Deeombc'i la>t, as a uqdy to niy lctt(U’ of the 23rd 
June lSo(), in which I solicited sanction to a small Giant of 
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the public money ft>r the purpose of stimulating tbr 'rrav lii i.s 
of Indigenous Vernacular Schools in my Division to 
the natuie of their instruction ; pointing out at the same tinu' 
the extieme uigenc} of some such measure, in c‘onse([ucnce 
of the inability or dfeinclination of the people in mo',t Dl',. 
trict^ to avail tliemselves of the GnTnt-in-aKl s\s((‘m lor Wu* 
nacular Schools J tru4, thmvfoie, that when it has Ixsoi 
e\plainc<l to the Supieine (ilo\ eminent, that tluj exptmditUK 
to which then letter has rehu'cnce is leipiiK'd as an em'oii 
iagument to Ihipils and Teaeheis in I ad ifjenoits Si hods im- 
piovi'd by means ut Uiants-m-aid, or by the exeitioiis of (h(‘ 
(hjoioo Moliashoys themselves, it will be readily sanclioiied 

Duung the t^iiaiter umha* notice, I have recommend 

Niudiou (Jovuminoi.i 

lie S< ln)i»r to .should b(‘ ()bt;uned to the oai ly exleii 

till'' ' 

sioii of th(' pbin of ‘ Clide Sehodls ^ 
ado[)l('d 111 Mr Woodiows Division, to the Distiiots oi (hi. 
Divisiuii. That pLin was originally lecimnmmdod hy Mi 
Whjodiow soon allei he comineiieed ojieiMtions, on th(‘ gioinid 
that the Ciaiitan aid s}steia was not one likdy to sm’eciMl (., 
any seiisibh* exUait ho a lorn; t mm I did not )('< ommeiKr 
the intioduetioii ol the (hide S( hool plan into my. division 
at lhat tune, because the pLiii ob\ loiisly does not m.d^^‘ the 
same eifeetive piovisum toi an advanced de-cuption of Cdn 
(dion as the legulii (Iiant in-aid plan — foi, under the l.ilt(a, 
e<idi School lias the whole time ami seiviees ol a (jiialiliod 
Piimlit, wdiile under the former, each School only gets a thud 
or a foiuth of the Pundit s time. 

21). Moreover, it appeared to mo that the Ciicle School 
s)steni was somewhat at vaiiance with the spint and nitmi- 

“ I that llio has 1 >cch lently nuilc out iti luy Sju i.C 

Uopoit ou the ut Lducation, tlatcJ the ISlIi ►Si*i»teiiiki latl. 
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tion of the new measures, as the amount raised in the Circle 
Schools from Schooling Fees would, in many cases, fall short 
of the amount given by Government. Indeed, in the Dis- 
tricts of my Division, the amount of fees collected in any 
throe adjoining Patshallas is very seldom equal to the amount 
which Government is asked to give to eacli Circle. TIie^Go- 
vernment gives Rupees 25 to a Circle of three Indigenous 
Schools, and Mr. Woodrow estimated the monthly receipts, 
from fees &c., &c., in these Schools, at Rupees 27. This may 
be the case in such Districts as the 24-Pergunnahsand Bara- 
set, but certainly not in my Districts — not even in Hooghly, 
where the receipts I believe amount to an average, for each 
School, of about Rupees G(iiicludiiigfees, clothes and food) — an 
estimate which corresponds far more closely with that arrived 
at by Mr. Adam than with that stated by Sir. Woodiow 
So that if the Orant-in-aid Rules were to bo strictly followed, 
I could only ask for a Grant of Rupees 18 for a Cade of 
three Schools, which would hardly be sufficient for the proper 
working of the plan. 

30. But it appears probable that Government sanctioned 
the outlay for Circle Schools in the Eastern Division, without 
reference to the Rules for Grants-in-aid (for Mr. Woodiow 
did not pretend that an amount fully equivalent to the Grant 
would always and everywhere bo raised), and with reference 
solely to the grounds urged by Mr. Woodrow, that there 
was no other plan for making an improved description of 
education available for the mass of the people. 

31. As I have said, I preferred to try the Grant-in-aid 
system thoroughly in my Division before resorting to the 
inferior plan of Circle Schools ; but it soon became evident, 
that although the lermei system might succeed to a certain 
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extent, other supplpmcnUry measures must be adopted for 
the purpose of reaching the mass of the people, as shown in 
my Special Report, dated 15th September last. I therefore 
long ago recommended, that whenever all the principal places 
in any Thannah Division have been thoroughly visited and 
“ agitated,'' and every means adopted to secure the establish- 
ment of superior Grant-in-aid Schools, the Circle School system 
should tlnm be introduced into those Towns and Villages, 
which, though possessing a considerable population, had not 
established the former class of Schools. I would recommend 
tills course being adopted in eveiy Zillah, — even in Hooghly, 
Nuddea, Burdwan, and Bancoorah, where Grant-in-aid Schools 
arc gradually increasing in numlier ; — but still more is this 
necessary in such Districts as Rajshye, Bcerbhoom, Aloor- 
sliedabad, and Midnapoor, wheie the Graiit-in-aid system will 
not be resorted to by the people to any sensible extent for 
several years. 


32. I iiave therefore solicited permission to organize Circles 

as per margin in the 


L(\t Xo. 1. 

.SO Ml B.vMcooi.Ui al IN per mensem 
yt) Ml MldlMpool „ ,, 

SO Ml H<)()<rlily „ ,, 

oO Ml Xuddea „ „ 

30 Ml i{iu<h\an „ „ 


first instance, cx- 
7/10 0 0 tending the scheme * 
7/10 0 0 other Districts 
7o0 u 0 Jiercafter. It will • 


List Xo. ‘2. 

For the present, and to lio extcmled hereafter 
\v’lieii «dl tlie S'liannahs h.i\e been vibjted — 

20 m Moor:3hed.iba<l, at 2/> each . . r»00 0 0 
20 Ml Malda „ ... .OeO 0 0 

20 Ml li.ajshyc ,, ... 500 0 0 

20 in Ueerbhoom „ .. 500 0 0 

230 Total of Ks. per mensem 5,750 0 0 


be seen that I htive 
made two Lists of 
Districts: Tho first 
comprises the Dis- 
tricts whole our at- 
tempts to establish 
Grant-in-aid Schools 


have been longest in prosecution, and where ncaily all tho 
Grant-in-aid Schools which wc are likely to have are now ia 
course of* establishment, — and the second List comprises 
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lliosc Distiicts wluio a portion only of ike principal Towns 
liavo Ijcc'u visited Ultiniak'ly, a j^reater number of Circles will 
bo ic(jiiired in tli(‘ Distiicts of the second List than in those 
of the because we are not likely to liave so many (bant- 
iii-aid Scliools m the latter, and the reason wliy moic Circles 
are at piesont proposed for the Distiicts of the former Li^t, is 
tliat a L^u'eater number of Tliannali Divisions have been ex- 
plored and “ agitated” in the former than in tlie latter. 

Supposing that on the average 200 boys are taught 
ill each of the Circles, tlie formation of which has been lecom- 
iiK'uded, the cost will be Rupees 5,7o0 per mensem for the edu- 
eatioii of 15,000 boys, or an average of about 2 annas a bead 
])er month, or i-S a year I am aware that sancta^n was given 
to tlie Circle School jilan in Mr. Woodiows Division as an 
{’.rixirimnd ; but as tlieio is now no iloulib as to tli(‘ pmtiat 
Miccess of tliiit expeiimeiit, there appeals to be no loasoii ^\liy 
the mcasuie sliouhl not bo extended in its opciation. 

Shortly after submitting this sng^i'stiun, I was in- 
formed tliat it bad not been conti'iii- 

“('ikU'” Schools, 1 , , ,, , , . 

Gi.uit Schools, pl.itod by Uoveinmeiit, tliat the tliiee 
Oi N hoots, h}.stcms alliulc<l to 111 the preceJitio 

f-hoiihl he- iMiioducui M- paiagiaplis should be introduced into 

lUUil.llKOUsl} ^ ^ '■ 

the same Distiicts, but that the 
‘‘ model” or ‘Ciidtar’ School system should be tried in .some, 
and tlie Ciicle Scliool” syi^tem in otlieis. T stated in leph, 
that T tbouglit this Mew uf the c:ise was open to objt'ction, 
and that no o)ie of these systems would suffice for the educa_ 
tionnl wants of a whole Distilct, and they must be wanked in 
e\i'ry District, because the dilferoiit Towns and Villages of a 
Distiict (litler materially in lespeot to local circumstancc'^' 
U IS nonsense, I thiuk, to speak of the ix^pcctho character- 
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istic.s and wants and circumstances of ditVerent Disiricts, 
one might as well talk of European cliaiacten.'^tics Ivieli 
Ih^tiict compiises Towns and Villages, which diUcr most 
materially from one another in regard to the facilities which 
they respectively afford for the progress of Education, so 
that although m one Town th(‘re may hi* a ])opulatioii 
sufficiently large, wealthy and intr'lligent to enable ns to csta- 
])hsh a Superior School, iimhu* tin' terms of the Grant iii-aid 
Kuh'^ th(‘ie may be anothoi Town, not ten niih'S oil’ wheie 
noiH' of these ciicumstaiices o\ist, <md uluue co]is('(|U('ntly som(‘ 
Irs^ f |h‘ctivo means of l^ducation mint he devised, such as (‘om- 
hilling tliiec of tlu' Patdiallas into a Ciicle, and pulling them 
uiidoi the instiuetiou and management of a Eumlit., who shall 
shan^ his time and lihour b(‘t\\(‘en them In anothoi jilaccs 
wheio there is piuhaps no Patshalla at all, or when' fiom 
othei Circumstances the comlitions necessaiy for the ap[)omt- 
rnent of a Cnele Pundit are w'autmg, we must ho content, 
with th(‘low('st d<\gree of improvcnnent, v\z,^ that involved m 
th(‘ Gooioo Mohashoy J^wvar<r’ sy^Pun, under whicli wm 
gi\e a small lewaid to tin' Gooroo Mohashoy, if he will intro- 
duce into his School cealam minor improvements, sucli as the 
use of punted Pouks, Arithmetic on the English system, 
Ivcildiiig, See. 

3*) With icspcct to the few Government Vernaeulaj* 

Schools, I ha\c only to repoit that I 

(.'ncimncnt Voniacii- recoinmcndcd aiewaid of Iliniees 

1 11 hdiool'-. ^ ^ 

35 totlic Pundit at the Kandco School, 
(in Zillah Moorsliedabad,) for the state of efficiency to which 
lie has brought that School , and that the Commissioner ot 
Cuttack has kindly undertaken to look after the Vernacular 
SchooE in that Division, several of which arc conducted by 
inefficient Teachers, and all ot which re([uiro proper supervi- 
sion. In January, I a.sked Mr. Cockburn to select a fit 
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Pundit for the Koordah School, as the prqsont Teacher could 
not even send in correct Returns. The Sydabad School at Ber-»' 
hampoor, which I visited in November, was still suffering from 
the evil influence and advice of the Pundit who had recently 
been dismissed. 


Deputy Inspectors. 


36. The Deputy Inspectors have continued to perform 
their laborious duties very satisfactorily. 
Baboos Pro tap Narain Singh, Bromo 
Mohun Mullick, and Kali Prosunno Banerjea, deserve pro^ 
minent mention. The last mentioned of these Officers shoukb 
I think, be promoted to the First Grade as soon as twelve 
months have elapsed from the date of his appointment. His 
great success in a very unpromising District, and the expense 
he is put to in traversing the extensive area comprised in 
his juiisdiction, entitle him to this promotion. 


37. The number of Schools visited, and of miles travelled 
by the several Deputy Inspectors, during the Quarter, is as 
fellows : — 



Xo, of .Schools 

Xo ot Mil 

I’lot i]) X. II nil ''ink'll 

lIoo^liU 

:.o 

401) 

IWuiiio MoIium Mnllii k . 

l>ui*oor,ih 


O'.S 

lhu|4in lUi MooKci |< 0 

\Uililol ,, 

1 

IJS 

1 iui 1 V iSunki'i Diit t 

Buidu.in 

4'-) 

iss 

Wooiu II lull II 1 1 lid II • . 


(ii) 

l"> 

riM-'iiivno n.iiuriiii 

Mooi 

4i. 

‘JTo 

n.iiM lall M ittoi 

K.ijhIi>o 

17 

171 

.roli.imii s* 

M.ilda 

1*2 

in 

I’lUia Nuinl Mooki'iji o* . 

Ikv'ilihooui .. 

20 

12S 


38. About the commencement of the Quarter, I succeeded 
ill obtaining the services of Baboo 
llccrbliooui. Bnria Nund Mookerjee as Deputy In- 

spector of Beerbhoom, whore lie possesses some local influence. 


* Mr. Job Mjno8 "XHtl Purr) Nuud Mookcijcc did aot jom then Dwtricta until after 

Iho I'omiucucenK'iit of the Qu.utcr 
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lie is meeting wjjth fair success, and tlio inliabitaiits of the 
District appear to bo well disposed towards the extension of 
improved Schools, 

39. Baboo Ram Lall Mitter has exerted himself to eshxb- 

_ . , lish Schools in the District of Riishye, 

R.ijshyc aud Malda. . J J > 

but without much success. The small 

number of Indigenous Schools in this District, and in the 

adjacent Distiict of Malda, affords sufficient explanation of 

,th(i difficulty of making progress there. Mr. Felix Johannes, 

the Deputy Inspector of the latter District, has not succeeded 

yet in sending in a single application for a Graut-in-aid. 

40. Things are not going on So well in Nuddea, undoi 

Brojonath Mookerjee, as I expected. 
There is a fair number of applications 
for Grants, but the Schools already establislicd are not working 
very well. The tlirec last, — those in Burnuggur or Oolla, — 
still remain closed, in consequence of the recent terrible 
pestilence. ^ 

H. Baboo Wooma Chum Ilaldar, of Midnapoor, still 

, finds himself unable to induce the* 

Midnapoor. 

^ people of that Distiut to .establish 

improved Schools. The “ Circle Scliool’' and “ Gooroo-Maha- 
slioy Reward'’ systems must at once be introduced here. 

42. Our measures are working well in the remaining 
Distiicts of Burdwan, Bancooiali, llooghly, and Moorshedabad 

43. During the Quarter, I recommended that each of my 

Deputy Inspectors should be furnished, 

Dupuu public expense, with a Medicine 

Chest, as they are exposed to much 
risk of illn^s fiom fatigue^ bad food, and bad lodging, &c. , 

D 
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^vllll() th(^y aro cuiistantly at a distance froin all medical aid 


to their notice, where timely aid from the Medicine Chest 
would bo the means of saving life. 

4t. The establishment of Book Agenci(;s and Shops at 
Towns in the interior of Districts other 

i^oulv Agcnoies i i i o • 

than the budder btations (where the 
School Book Society already has Agencies) proceeds, though 
slow ly. Thiee have been established dining the Quarter, — tw o 
ih Mulnapooi and one in Rajshye. From these Agencies, 
and those pieviously established, eighteen Indents were le- 
ceived dining tlie Qiuirtey for t, 3.01) Volumes, nearly all of 
which weie, of couise, meiely School Books 10!) Ab)lumes 
more weie indented for on account of Piizes to aided Verna- 
cular Schools 


40. In November I addiesscd the School Book Society, 
asking them to help me in piomoting, thiough the means of 
these Agencies, the sale of Veruaculai Woiksm Cmmaal Liteia- 
tuK' ol a usehil and healthy chaiacter among adult leaders. 
'I he Keveiend Mi. Long having, at my ic(|ue^t, furnidie<l me 
with a list of such W oiks, I leipic^tiMl the Society to direct 
their Secietary to make arrangements with the Publislfeis 
and Piopiietois of tho'^c Woiks, with a view to their being 
supplied both to their own Agents and to the Mofussil Agents 
appojuted imdei the Deputy Inspectois. 


4G This will piobably be acceded to by the Society; but 


Ciik'utta Si'hool Hook 
Society. 


I iiuibt say that the great object of 
suppljing tlio Towns and Villages of 
Bengal with cheap Books, is not likely 


to be cairied out efficiently by this Society, unless it makes a 


radical ciiangc in its present machyieiy. If the Society could 



( 19 ) 


not supply a few Zjllali Schools with Books without enormous 
delays and at unreasonable expense, it is not likely that (hey 
will be able to undertake such a Work as I have now indicated 
I am only stating what I believe to be the opinion of the 
Members themselves, and I hope they will take the reined v 
into their owm hands. 

47. The Public Libraries have not all sent me theii St.itis 

^ ^ , tical Returns for the' QiiaUei ; hut tin' 

Public LilirariO'* 

follow'ing IS an Ab.^tiact of such as 


1 have received 

■ — 




No of PcTH^lls 

of 

Subscn|dioiw j 

No ol Iloolv 


Uhiiig Libi.iiy 

1)01 ion ( 'll 

Moui ''lu'd.ib.ul . 

:h> 

1 

1!- !)|. <• 0 

170 

biiidu.m 

12> 

„ 10 0 


Midii.ipooi 

110 - j 

,, 101 S 0 

eo7 

KdUuif 

40 j 

„ d7 S 0 

‘i7>) 


Fmty llupecb worth of Vernacular Books lia\e Immui sup 
plied, at the expense of Goveinment, to the Pidilic Lihiaiies . 
at Bancooiab, Nattorc, and Soury. 

48 Understanding that Baboo Shamachurn Sircar (Sm ni;i) 

^ was about to publish a new edilioii (»t 

Ills valuable Bengali Giaiinnar, 1 nigi d 
upon liim the desirability ol reducing its ]>iic<‘, as I toiind it 
diHicult to insist upon its intio<liictiun into the aided Vonia 
cular Schools, while the price remained so high He infoims 

* Fyi a iiicviuiift 
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me that the greater pait of the last impression remains unsold ; 
but that he is willing to reduce the price at present to 1 0 
annas, and when another edition appears, to a lower price. I 
should bo glad to see the unsold copies purchased by Govern- 
ment at cost price, with a view to their being sold at a 
reduced rate to the Village Schools. 


Tho Education 
dazette. 


49. The circulation of the Education Gazette continues 
steadily to increase. On the Slst Janu- 
ary, the circulation in tho Mofussil was 
370* and in Calcutta 107, — altogether 
477 ^ — which, I believe exceeds, that of any other Vernacular 
Newspaper in Bengal. The Editor receives every week a 
large number of communications, many of them valuable and 
interesting, and I have been eveiywhere assured that the 
paper is as popular as it is useful. 


50. Dining the Quarter, the Department has received va- 
luable aid fiom Mr. Cockburn, the Commissioner of Cuttack ; 
Mr. Wigram, Magistrate and Collector of Bceibhuoni , Mr. 
Cliapman, Magistrate of Rajshye ; and from Mr. Cockeiell 
Magistrate ol llooghly, 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 


HODGSON PRATT, 
Inspector of Schools, South Bengal 


* Tho laigi'flt ciioiil.itiou is m tho Districts of Mooishcdabad, Muluapoor, 
BuuUnuii, llooghl}, 2I-l’c’igiiuu»ilis, Dacca, ami Nmldoa. 
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No, 612 . 


To 


Tue inspector of SCHOOLS, 

East Bengal. 


The director of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 

Dated FoH ]Y ilium, 2‘iird May 1857, 
Silt, 

I riAVEtlie honor, in accordance willi tlioin,stnict,ion.s 
contained in your Circular, No. 97(1, dated I2tli May ISM!, to 
forward niy Report for the QuartercndingSlst January 18’)7. 

2 During the first half of the Quaitcr under report, I was 
.suftcring under a violent attack of illne.ss, arising fioni nna- 
voidable exposure to the sun and ram, while inspecting Schools 
in the Southern parts of the 2f-Porgunnah.s. Mr. Pratt took 
charge of the Office in my aiisence. The remaining six weeks 
of the Quarter were occupied in the inspection of Schools at 
Akyab and Kyouk Phyoo. Owing to the utter absence of all 
conveyance by land, and the iiregularity of that by sea, this 
tour occupied a much longer time than was necessary. As the 
mail is earned along the new road fiom Chittagong to Arra- 
can, I thought it possible that a dawk also might be lai’d; but 
on applying for tliat purpose to the Post Olfico Authoiities at 
Akyab, I found land travelling to be an impossibility. It is 
only with great difficulty that runners for the mails can be 
maintained. No inhabitant of Akyab had ever heard of a 
land journey to Chittagong, except by the Engineer Officers, 
wlio have elephants and other means of conveyance not avail- 
able for ordinary travellers. 
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In order to ensure my reacliing Ciilcvtta even by sea, I 
was obliged to tiavel round by Rangoon and Moulmein, which 
involved a loss of time scarcely compensated by a hurried 
inspection of the Schools in those Towns. I gained, however, 
this information, that the long-established Moulmein School, 
so far from being able to supply Teachers for Airacan and 
Pegu, is not able to meet the wants even of Moulmein itself. 
Merchants oiler high salaiics for Burmese Clerks, scaicely 
able even to copy a letter, and consequently no one will stay 
long enough in the School to gain a good education. The 
Moulmein School has never produced a boy up to the Junior 
Scholiuship Standaid. 

c 

.‘J, III tlio prcsciit)e(l order of Repoit, the Colleges and 
sup('iioi Goveriiiuciit Schools arc first to be ineiitioiied ; but 
as 1 ha<l time to visit otdy the Scdiools at Aiiacaii, niy Report 
on the otliei p.uts of tlie District will iK'cessarily be brief. 

f. Dor many )eais the Comimiiiity at Dacca has been 

,, ,, ,, aocustoined to subscribe seven oi omlit 

Ucicca eyolu'gc. ^ 

huudied Rupees }eaily foi rewaids to 
thomoht deserving boys of the School and College. Funi 
this Fund, many a ])uor industiious lad has ivcened a sub- 
htanlial reward, which has enabled him to continue hi^ studies 
witli success It IS a matter entiiely to be ch'ploied that, 
owing to some misappreliension, this liberality has suddenly 
ceased, and the Subscribeis have not even been asked to con- 
tinue then ihual donations. Few people in India arc so 
thoughttul as to lorwaid Subscriptions unasked. I, tlierefoie, 
■cannot but legret tliat the old piactice has been given u|). 
It these subsciiptions vveio liauded over to the Female Scliool, 
the change would be most beneficial; but it is feared that this 
vmU not be the case. 
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r>. The (rauhforoi’ authority in the infernal nrrnngeinents 
of tlio College, from the Conimitteo to the Piincipal, will 
eventually benefit the Institution by preventing divisiou of 
responsibility; but the immediate reSnlt is a diminution of 
local interest in the College. 

C The Principal ought to hold a voiy dilleient position to 
tli(‘ Head Master of a Zillah S(‘hool. The appointment ot 
Pnnci])al is in England one of o\eceding dignity and les- 
pt)n^il)ility, and such it ought to be m India. Tin' nistiurtne 
staff of the Mofussil Colleges is ([lule nnnh'ipiato foi the. 
^\olk devolving on them. How can out' man teach slu- 
dents of four diffeient yeais Litei^iiuie, JIis{oi\, Moral and 
Mental Philosophy, Matln'inatics, and the Physical Scii'iiees. 
The }eais i'\cn aio s})lit into diMsions varying aceoi ding (o 
the ability of the studenis or then elioiee of siib|('(*(s. In 
point of fact, the Head and Si'cond, and sonictimi's tin* Thud 
J\Iasteis of the School teach in the College. Such an 
aiiangeinent is inevitable, lint it is evnh'ntly iinftu’ to the 
School. The College itself should be stieiigthened 

7. Tins intimate.' eonnection bL'tween llic Sc'liuol and Col- 
lege lias brought tlie latter into disicj)uto, lui }oniig nn'ii 
fiom the School Department persist in declaiing tliat tiny 
' aie in the College. I kimw a case where a stinlont fieaii the 
School Depaitinentof thelieioghly College actually in this way 
dccencd the Coinmaneling Ollictu at Diim-Ibini, and inaelei 
him in conseepjcnce foim a low opinion of the College. This 
source of erreir will be diminished ley the use of tlnj new teim 
“ Collegiate School.'' A boy of seacn yoais will not now be* 
supcranniiateel for aelniission to a College as was till lately the 
case. In my opinion a chihl of that age, in^tesnl of being too 
old fur a Culhg% is too yejung for a Collegiate; Sclioe>). 
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8. It may be argued that the Collegiate Schools set a good 
example and are patterns of what a School ought to be. 
Without going so far as to say that they are patterns of 
what Schools ought to be, there can be no doubt that they 
turn out the best students in Bengal ; but it is more than 
doubtful whether a system of instruction that is good for 
young men is equally applicable for children. Boys under 
twelve years of ago have no business in a Collegiate School. 
Much as I love and admire the great endowed Schools of Eng- 
gland, 1 would never recommend that a boy under that age 
should be sent to them. The system there pursued is not, and 
cannot be adapted, for young children. 

In Indian Collegiate Scfiools, the Junior Department follows 
the system which works well in the College , but children of 
SIX or (‘ight years old cannot, without unnatural compulsion, 
contorm to rules made for men. I therefore am of opinion, 
that Colleges should not be connected at all with primary 
Schools. 

9. Instruction for primary Schools is now a science in 
England Almost the whole of the Parliamentaiy Giant is 
devot .'d to such Schools and to the training of Teachers for 
them. Ill India we want primary Schools, and the only plan 
of raising them is by means of trained Teachers from England. 
The Authoiities here approved of a plan for securing their 
services, but it was thrown out by the Hon'blo Court of Direc- 
tors, on the ground that we have in India the means of training 
such Teacheis. 

10. This very question has been thoroughly considered by 
every English School in Calcutta not connected with Govern- 
ment. The Doveton College, St. Pauls School, the Marti- 
moic School, and the Eree School, have severally sent for trained 
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Teachers from Home, These Schools are perfectly independent 
of each other, and differ widely on many points. But on the 
necessity of improving the system of instruction for children 
by obtaining the services of trained Teachers from Home, they 
exhibit perfect unanimity. The Director of Public Instruction 
after mature consideration adopted the same views. The 
Governments of Bengal and India approved them. Yet this 
unanimity is without effect till the question is re-considered by 
the Hon'ble the Court of Directors. 

11. The Schools in Arracan will form the subject of a 

separate communication. I may liow- 

Arracan. 

ever hero state that, for many years 
past, the Commissioner of Arracan has expostulated strongly 
on the state of the Akyab School, noticing particularly the 
excessive inconvenience which arises from the ignorance on the 
part of the Teachers of the Vernacular language. I was 
myself witness to tlie difficulty which arises from this cause. 
At Akyab, the Head-Master, though an able man, was obliged 
to confine his instruction in English Literature to hearing his 
Classes read and spell. For the meaning of what was thus 
read and spelt, the boys had to go afterwards to the Vernacu- 
lar Teacher, It is evident that s\ich a system is irksome 
alike to Masters and Boys. The only means of improvement 
is to make the Masters learn Burmese. For this purpose, a 
commencement has been made by causing a part of the in- 
creased salary of the present Head-Master to depend on his 
passing in the Vernacular. This system should be extended 
throughout all the Arracan Province, and all the Masters 
should receive an increase of one-third of their salary on 
passing in the Vernacular. The Vernacular Masters should 
similarly be encouraged to learn English. Till this is effected, 
any great improvement in the Schools is impossible. But 
still something more is wanted. The boys do not stay suffi- 
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ciently long in the School. As soon as they learn enough Eng- 
lish to copy a letter, they obtain situations as Clerks, The 
demand so far exceeds the supply, that the Moulmein School, 
which was established in 1837, has not yet supplied that 
town. Merchants still give outrageous salaries to Clerks of 
very inferior qualifications. If the demand continues, and 
there is every probability of its doing so, the only possible 
means of preventing the continuance of the evil will be by 
increasing the supply. More Schools must be established. The 
Commissioner recommends that the status of the present 
Schools be raised. This, in my opinion, is unnecessary. Tlie 
present Masters are able to carry on their boys for three 
or four years beyond •the standard hitherto attained. If 
the three or four years were changed to eight or ten, the evil 
would still remain. The boys would still leave early, and the 
high qualifications of the Master would never be brought 
into exercise. The only means of meeting this evil is by 
increasing the number of Anglo-Vernacular Schools. I am 
happy to state that there is an application for an Anglo-Ver- 
nacular School at Sandoway — the Ultima Thule of Bengal. 
The post from Calcutta to Sandoway occupies in the cold 
season seventeen days, and in the rains more than a month, 
yet at Sandoway the desire for English is earnest. 

12. Instruction in the Vernacular language is under the 
care of the Buddhist Priests, and a certain amount of reading 
and writing is almost universal. To impart instruction is a 
duty with the religious orders, and is conscientiously - per- 
formed. Consequently, from Ramree to Tavoy, the Burmese 
can read. It is only at the part adjacent to Bengal that entire 
ignorance prevails. The Island of Ramree, in which is situated 
a Government Anglo-Vernacular School, is the Athens of 
Arracan and even of Burraah. 
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13. It will be difficult for Government to improve the 
Vernacular Schools, as the chief instructors are the Phoongees, 
who consider secular learning a profanation, and would not 
consent to teach Arithmetic, Geography, or History. Their 
object is fulfilled when their pupils can read their prayers 
and sacred booka The Phoongees refuse to touch money. 
A Grant-in-aid would, therefore, be an abominable thing, 
unless it came in the form of gilding for the Pagoda, or carved 
work for the Monastery. 

14. The proportioa of people able to read is differently 
estimated by different Officers ; but none give less than 70 per 
cent. In Bengal 1 per cent, would be too much. 


Grants-in-aid. 
the Quarter 


15. The following applications for 
Grants-in-aid have been received during 


Anglo-Vernacular. — Sandoway ... 55 0 0 

Mooraparah ... 20 0 0 

Monsheegunge... 17 0 0 

Bamna ... 20 0 0 

Jwalbari ... 25 0 0 

Moneerampore 40 0 0 

Kissenagore ... 40 0 0 

Newabgunge ... 40 0 0 

Vernacular. — Poorah ... 20 0 0 

Barrackpore .. 16 0 0 

Collagachee ... 15 0 0 

Neelgunge ... 23 0 0 

Guckua ... 10 0 0 

Chandpore ... 10 0 0 

Kashimpore ... 14 0 0 

Panihatti • ... 10 0 0 



Vernacular. 
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— Noyhatti 

10 

0 

0 

Najergah 

12 

0 

0 

Rajibpore 

15 

0 

0 

Luckikantpore... 

13 

0 

0 

Sookchar 

24 < 

0 

0 

Sarengabar 

20 

0 

0 

Arialeh 

12 

0 

0 

Shahpore 

20 

0 

0 

Jiiggilpore 

14 

0 

0 

Ambareea 

25 

0 

0 

Machaeen 

13 

8 

0 

Kadumgachee ... 

12 

0 

0 

!^oodurpore ... 

12 

0 

0 

Koomerhatta ... 

22 

0 

0 

Behale 

25 

0 

0 

Bhatanda 

13 

0 

0 

Majparah 

10 

0 

0 

Dhottapore 

11 

0 

0 


16. I am happy to report favorably of the great majority 
of Grant-in-aid Schools already established. The Commis- 
sioners of Districts and other Officials who have visited some of 
them have given encouraging reports. The establishment of 
a School has almost invariably induced many more parents to 
send their children to School than had originally been expected. 
For example, the Anglo- Vernacular School at Hally shaohur 
Koomerhatta has increased from 60 to 220 boys. This is the 
most favorable example ; but the increase of others is equally 
unexpected. 

17. The attendance and other particulars of the Grant-in- 
aid Schools, both Vernacular and Anglo- Vernacular, is given 
in the Statii^tical Returns for the Quarter, and need not be 
here repeated. 
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18. The Gurymohashoy Schools arc not there entered. 

The following is a summary of the 

Indigenous Schools. i • 

Indigenous Schools now under improve- 
ment, in Baraset and the 24-Pergunnahs 

4)5 Pundits. 

1 29 Schools under improvement. 

4767 Boys in these Schools. 

10 Schools at which Girls attend. 

26 Girls in these Schools. 

5294 Books introduced by the Pundits. 


Girls’ Schools. 


19. I regret to state that the Girls’ Schools at Sura and 
Syedpore have been closed ; — at Sura 
from want of pecuniary support, and at 
Syedpore on account of the death of the daughter of the 
principal supporter. The Dacca Girls’ School still continues 
prospering ; but I deeply regret that it has not yet received its 
Grant-in-aid. There is another Girls’ School at Lollbag, in 
Dacca, supported chiefly by the Deputy Inspector. It has 
twenty-five girls on the roll, and an average attendance of 
twelve. 


20 . 

Femalo Teacher. 


One of the Indigenous Schools under improvement' 
at Dacca is taught by a Native widow. 
She is paid but once a year, and the 
highest gift is not more than one Rupee ; the average is tliree 
annas. This gives just a pice a month. The attendance i? 
about thirty. 

21 . 


The Pundits of the Gurumohashoy Circles in the 
24-Pergunnahs and Baraset are valu- 
able Agents for the sale and distribution 
of books. They come to Calcutta monthly, for the pleasant 


Sale of Books. 
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duty of receiving their pay and the equally unpleasant duty 
of passing their Examination. On their return they generally 
take a stock of books, from which they realize some profit 
from their customers, and some praise from the Inspector. 

22. The following is a Tabular 

Deputy Inspectors. 

Statement of the work done by the 

Deputy Inspectors: — 



Schools j 
visited. I 

Miles 

travelled. 

Books sold. 

Pricoa of 
these Books. 

Education 

Gazettes 

distributed. 

Deputy Inspector of Calcutta... 

95 

459 



6 

24- Perguniiahs and Baraset , . . 

253 

1460 

700 

131 4 0 

31 

Pubna 

18 

780 

103 

13 13 3 

0 

Furreedpore 

32 

401 

440 

107 9 0 

13 

BuiTisaul 

71 

515 

255 

39 7 3 

5 

Dacca 

52 

549 

662 

65 8 0 

22 


521 

4254 

^ 2060 

357 9 6 

77 


The Deputy Inspectors know that the chief element in their 
claims for promotion will be their success in the establishment 
of Vernacular Schools. For this purpose they work most 
laboriously, yet Grants-in-aid to Vernacular Schools increase, 
but slowly. The Deputy Inspectors have the greatest spur 
to exertion, that of increase of salary ; yet they fail in this 
work. Bengalis will do little or nothing for Bengali Schools. 
Their craving is for English Education. Grants-in-aid fail 
for the Vernacular. The people will not give their quota of 
the expense. In Eastern Bengal, Vernacular Schools must be 
supported by Government and by fees. If the Public will 
do nothing, how can Government aid them ? 
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23. The Publjic Libraries at Dacca, Furreedpore, and 
Burrisaul arc in work ; but the readable Literature is still very 
meagre. At Dacca the Subscribers have read every book 
and now are asking for more. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sm, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

H. WOODROW, M. A., 

Inspector of Schools, 
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From 


The inspector of SCHOOLS 

North-East Bengal and Assam, 


To 

W. GORDON YOUNG, Esquire, 

Director of Public Instruction, 
Fort William 

Dated Dinagepore, ith March 1857. 


Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to submit a Report on the state of 
the Schools in the circle of my inspection, for the Quarter 
ending with th'e 31st of January last. 


2. The English Schools in the Division maintained by 
Government, I am happy to observe, 
Government English ^y.Q making very fair progress. The 
number of pupils borne on the rolls 


is pretty much the same as it was at the close of the previous 

Quarter, except at 

Average Bogra, where there has 
been a clear increase of 
twelve ; but there has 
been a decided improve- 
ment in the daily atten- 
dance at all the Schools, 
which during the previous Quarter had been seriously affected 


Sibsnj^or 

Gowhati 

iJmn^^cpore 

Bo^ra 

Mymensing 

Sylhet 


No. on the 
Books. 

64 
64 
135 
90 
179 
175 


daily 
attendance. 
58 
44 
78 
60 
144 
140 


by the prevalence of sickness. These Schools have all been 
visited by me during the Quarter under review, with the excep- 
tion of the two at Sylhet and Mymensing, and the result has, 
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on the whole, beeij favorable, both with regard to the gene- 
ral improvement of the classes and the attention bestowed on 
them by their Teachers. 

3. The only remark I have to make, refers to the very 

unsatisfactory course of instrudlion pur- 

sued in toe Schook The gnn.t object 

Vltli the Master seems to be to endeavour by all possible 
means to get a few of their pupils up to the Junior Scholar- 
ship standard as the means of reflecting credit on themselves. 
It follows that the system of cramming is more or less adopt- 
ed in all the Schools. The boys are pushed on from one book 
to another, without regard to their mental capacity ; and the 
memory is in but too many instances over-taxed, while the 
reasoning faculties are scarcely over brought into exercise. 
The consequence is, that when the motive for all this labor 
has passed away, and the young man is removed from the 
hot-bed in which he has been nurtured, his mind, for want 
of something to feed upon, rapidly falls back again into a 
state of inertness almost approaching to imbecility ; and he 
who once was the flower of the School and had won honors 
at College, is, perhaps, a year or two afterwards, unable to 
write two consecutive sentences in intelligible English. That 
this is no over-drawn picture I need refer to no evidence to 
prove. The fact is patent throughout Bengal, and plainly 
shows that the system pursued in our Educational Establish- 
ments is unsound. One cause of this lamentable state of 
things may be found in the inefficiency of the Teachers for 
the task they have to perform, and their ignorance of the art 
of teaching. But the main fault, I believe, lies in the nature 
of the present Examinations and the course of preparatory 
study pursued in our Schools. Permit me, for example, to 
refer to the books used in the lower classes, — the English 

F 
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to contend against. Yet it has maintained a very respect- 
able footing, and has given a tolerable amount of instruction 
to a large number of youth. The Managers have lately ap- 
plied for a Grant-in-aid, to enable them to maintain a more 
efficient staff of Teachers ; and should this be granted them, 

I have little doubt it will add much to both the prosperity 
and the usefulness of the Institution. The other four Schools 
are in the District of Mymensing, and have been reported of 
favorably by the Deputy Inspector. The Proprietors of these 
also have lately applied for Government aid. 

6. The Normal School at Gowhati, I am happy to report, 

has continued to work well ; and the 
Normal Sup‘erintendent, who had been absent 
on leave, has again resumed his duties. 

7. Of all our efforts in the cause of Native Education, those 

connected with the establishment and 

Vernacular Education. . „ i n i i 

improvement oi Vernacular Schools 

I deem to be decidedly the most important, for it is chiefly 

by means of them that we can hope to make a favorable 

impression on the masses. To the diffusion of Education 

through the medium of the Vernacular, therefore, the greater 

share of my time and attention has been bestowed ; and 

though I am yet unable to report any instances of brilliant 

success, it gives me pleasure to state that my Assistant and 

myself have met jvith more encouragement in the Quarter 

under review than in any other previous one. 

8. The Vernacular Schools maintained by Government in 

the Districts of Bogra, Eungpore and 
u,“Sr‘ BtoageF'e, all making very «tia- 

factory progresa With a i^ery few 
exceptions, they have all been visited by mo in person during 
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the Quarter unclev review, and I am happy to have this 
opportunity to testify to the judgment and ability the 
Deputy Inspectors in these Districts have evinced in the 
selection of suitable sites for these Schools^ and the system 

adopted in their inter- 
nal management. The 
Schools are yet far 
from being so well at- 
tended as I could wish 
them to be ; but when 
it is remembered that 
these three Districts 
contain perhaps the 
most ignorant section 
of the population of 
Bengal, and that not 
a single Gurumoha- 
shoy's School had ever 
been known amongst 
them, the success that 
has attended our la- 
bours in this Quarter 
cannot but be con- 
sidered satisfactory. Much, doubtless, remains yet ‘to be 
done ; but the work of Education is a work of time, and it is 
encouraging to find that our first efforts have not been 
uuKSuccessful. 


Model Schools in Zillah 
Bogra. 

No. of Pupils. 

Nnmja •• 


46 

Chanchitora 

• • 

59 

Sherepore . • • • . 

• • 

71 

Bunial ' 


48 

Champapur • • 

• • 

45 

©oopchanchia 

• • 

22 

In Zillah Bungpore. 

Nowdanga .. •• 


40 

Oodarhat . . 


35 

Boda ^ .. 


87 

Chilmari 


51 

*Sahibgung 0 


16 

Kashigunge . • 


35 

Ohpoor 


35 

Soiiyasicotta 


82 

Mahigunge . « 


46 

In Zillah Dinagepore. 

Mohadebpore . . 


47 

Khausama.* •• 

• 

47 

jVIothuraporc . • 


57 

Sujapore 


16 

Churamon . . • • 


44 

Bajararapore • • 

• • 

41 

Sumdia . . • • 

• • 

31 

Ghoraghat . • * • 

• • 

52 


9. There are two Government Vernacular Schools in this 
section of the country, which were established long prior 
to .the present Educational movement, viz., those at the 


The ravages of Cholera iu the ncighbouiLood has seriously diminished 
the atteadauco at this School. 
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Stations of Bogra and Myniensing ; and ^leso, I am happy 
to state, are at present in a very flourishing condition. 
The School at Bogia numbers J67 pupils, and that at My- 
niensing 196. The several classes in 
Bogra Vernacular Bogra School were examined by 

me personally during my late visit to 
that Station, and it gives me pleasure to record that the boys 
acquitted themselves very much to my satisfaction. Great 
pains had been taken in instructing tl^ boys in Geography, 
and impressing on their minds the leading facts of the His- 
tory of Bengal; and the readiness with which they gave 
correct answers to all the questions put them showed that 
they had been interested ia these studies and had drawn from 
them food for thought. The Head Teacher, Pundit Kali- 
komol Sorbobhoora, deserves especial mention for the very 
satisfactory manner in which he has discharged his duties. 

10. The pupils of the Myniensing Vernacular School were 

lately examined by the Deputy Iiispec* 
Vcrnacu- tor of the District, aided by Baboo 
Bhugwan Chunder Bose, the Head 
Master of the Government Englisli School ; Baboo Mohanund 
Mookerjee, Sub-Assistant Surgeon ; and Baboo Ramchunder 
Banerjee, the Collector's Treasurer, — Gentlemen who have 
evinced a most praise worthy interest in the cause of Native 
Education, and from ;vhom we have at several times received 
much valuable assistance. They report that the Examination 
was, on the whole, most satisfactory, and reflected the highest 
credit on the zeal and activity of the Head Master, Baboo 
Janokey Churn Bose, and his Assistants. 

11. The Government Vernacular Schools in the Province 

. o . , of Assam have, on the whole, done pretty 

well dining the Quarter under report. 
The Deputy Inspectors, availing themselves of the favorable 
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soason, have travelled about incessantly, and most of the 
Schools show decided marks of improvement. 

12. Of the Vernacular Schools aided by Government, I 

beg to state that I have received very 
aided fj^vorablc accounts of those in the • 
Khasia Hills. Three had been unavoid- 
ably closed for the quarter, as the people in those localities 

,,, . „ „ could not dispense with the assistance 

Khasia Hills. i • • 

of their children during the fruit season ; 

but the other nine were in full operation. 

13. The Reverend Mr. Hesselmyer, in Zillah Durrung, has 

had seven Schools at work, and writes 

Schools for Cacharis. 

very encouragingly of the progress made 
by the pupils in these Schools, and of the increasing interest 
the Kacharis of Durrung have lately shown in the efforts made 
for the instruction of their tribe. Were larger means placed 
at the disposal of this Gentleman, I have little doubt he would 
before long be able to open at least ten more Schools. 


14. The aided Schools in Zillahs Sibsagor, Dinagepore 
and Rungpore are all making favor- 
able improvement. Those in the two 
last-named Districts have been lately 
visited by me, and T believe them to be fully deserving of 
the assistance they receive from Government. 


Zillahs Sihsagor, Di- 
iiagepoic and Uimgpore. 


15. The Indigenous Schools, to which my Assistants have 
given particular attention, I am happy 
la/sclfoTir^*^ Vernacu- report, show, on the whole, a decided 
improvement, and we have heard with 
pleasure of efforts being made in various other quarters for 
the establishment of several new ones. In the District of 
Silmgor there are now nineteen of these Schools, where, till very 
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lately, not one existed, and these afford elementary instruction 
to an aggregate of 1076 pupils. But it is in the District of 
Mymensing especially that our efforts during the Quarter have 
met with most satisfactory results. There are now twenty-seven 
Indigenous Schools in active operation in that District. To Mr. 
Lance, the Magistrate of the District, I am particularly in- 
debted for the valuable assistance he has given to the Deputy 
Inspector. Several of the Schools have been visited by him 
in person, and the pecuniary assistance he has bestowed on 
many of them, have proved most encouraging tokens to the 
people of his interest in their welfare. 


16. In Sylhet, I regret to say, we have yet met with but 
comparatively little success ; but there are signs of improve- 
ment in the ftfelings of the people, and I would hope that in 
the course of time the zealous exertions of the Deputy In- 
spector there, will be followed by advantageous results. 


17. The Deputy Inspectors have all given me great satis- 
faction during the Quarter : but Baboos 
The Deputy Inspectors. ^ , ,01. 

Bykoontnath Sein, of Mymensing ; Horo 

Chunder Banerjee, of Dinagepoor ; Horo Kali Mookerjee, of 
Eungpore ; and Shama Churn Mookerjee, of Bogra* are more 
particularly deserving of notice. Men more devoted to their 
work I believe it would be impossible to find anywhere. 


18. In my tour of inspection during the Quarter I have 
travelled over 1904 miles; 213 Schools have been visited by 
my Assistants and myself, and 547 Villages. 

I have the honor to b.e, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

Wm. kobinson, 

Inspector of Schools. 
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No. 131). 

Fkom 

The ASSlSTzVNT INSPECTOR of 

SCHOOLS, South BenGxVL. 

T() 

W. CORDON YOUNG, Esquire, 

Director oj Public Instruction. 

Fort WiJliam, \Uh April 1857- 

Sir, 

I HAVE tlio Iionor to submit the followiug briet 
tiairative of my proceedings during the Quarter ending 
31st January last. 

2. The progress made by the pupils of the Model Schools 
is really surprising, considering tliat 
the oldest among them have not ‘been 
established more than eighteen months. The pupils com- 
menced with the Alphabet, and have gone through almost all 
the class booLs at present available ; such as — 

1. Bornoporichoy, or Spelling Books. 

2. Rijupat, or Simjilo Lessons, 

3. Kathamala, or Select Fables of yEsop. 

4. Nitisar, or Moral Stories. 

o. Bodhodoy, or Rudiments of Knowledge. 

G 
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6. Pasliwabali, or Animal Biography. 

7. Charitabali, or Exemplary Biography. 

8. Nitibodh, or Moral Class Book. 

9. Bhugul Bibarun, or Geography. 

10. Banglar Itihas, or History of Bengal. 

11. Patiganit, or Arithmetic. 

12. Charupat, or Useful and Entertaining Lessons on Mia- 
cellaneous Subjects. 

13. Jeeban Charita, or Biography. 

This course, it will be seen, includes Geography, History,. 
Biography, Arithmetic, 

3, The first admissions into our Schools were, for the most 
part, from the Indigenous Schools under the Gurumohosoys. 

At the commencement I was under an apprehension that 
trained up as the pupils were on the faulty system in use 
in those Schools, our system would be distasteful to them 
I have, however, been agieeably surprised to find that, at- 
tracted by the novelty of our system, they have, by dint of 
great exertion and unwearied zeal, made so much progress 
in so short a time. 

4. Some of the pupils of the Model Schools have entered 
the Calcutta and Hooghly Normal Schools, and others the 
Bengalee Class of the Medical College. The admission of 
such pupils into the Normal Schools is certainly an advantage 
to those Institutions. They have been found to be superior to 
outside Candidates owing to their having received a regular 
preparatory training in the Model Schools. I have conse- 
quently every reason t) hope that these pupils will make 
better Teachers in a shorter space of time than their other 
Class fellows. The time, I think, has arrived when the system 
of pupil Teachers may be introduced. Upon tliis sutgect, how- 
ever, I shall do myself the honor of addressing you separately^ 
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5. The list of books given above does not comprise the 


Course of Instructious. 


whole course intended for the Model 
Schools. Those that were ready for 
use have been introduced in them. Otliers are under active 
preparation. The complete course will include History, Bio- 
graphy, Geography, Arithmetic, Geometry, Elements of Na- 
tural Philosophy, Natural History, Moral Philosophy, and 
Political Economy. I am aware that this course would be 
considered by many persons as high for the. Pupils of Ver- 
nacular Schools. They think that the course of Instruction 
should be a very limited one. 


G. This opinion appears to have been formed under an 
impression that the Students of those Schools are generally 
the children of the working classes, who cannot afford to 
keep them there for the period necessary to complete any 
extensive course. This impression is certainly erroneous. 
There are three different classes of pupils in tho Vernacu- 
lar Schools, viz.^ the children of the higher, middling, and 
lower classes. The first class having means at command will 
generally withdraw their children fiom the Vernacular Schools 
after they have acquired a tolerable knowledge of Bengali 
and transfer them to English Schools or Colleges. The 
third class, from straitened circumstances, will, in many cases, 
not be able to keep their children in School for the. whole 
time required to complete the course, and will generally with- 
draw them as soon as they arc able to read and write and 
have learnt a little of Arithmetic and Mensuration. But tho 
second class, whose children constitute the majority of the 
pupils ill the Vernacular Schools, have the will to give them 
a tolerably complete Education, which, however, for want of 
B|#ns they can never do in English. They must, therefore, 
continue their children in the Vernacular Schools to finish a 
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complete course, and for this class of pupils tlm aforesaid 
course, in my humble opinion, seems to be al)SoluteIy necessary. 

7. It has been stated, in the preceding paragraph, that the 

children of the working chxsses form the 

ChiUlren of the work- minority ill the Model Schools. Parties 

ing cliissea. 

I know complain on this account, saying 
that the object of these Schools, which were opened more for 
the masses than for any other class, has not been attained. As 
far as I am aware, Government had no such object in view ; 
the Schools were established for setting on foot a complete 
course of instruction in Bengali and thereby affording op- 
portunities to the natives generally for imitation. Then again 
these Institutions are regulated on piinciples which v/ill 
always act as a great drawback on the working classes. Here 
children are not only required to buy their slates, books, 
but have to pay monthly Schooling fees. Labor in this coun- 
try is so cheap that the earnings of the working classes are 
scarcely suflScient for their maintendnee. They cannot, there- 
fore, be expected to incur extra charges for the education of 
their children. If those classes are to be educated, the educa- 
tion must be imparted to them gratis so long as their condi- 
tion is not bettered ; otherwise, it is not reasonable to expect 
that those classes will reap any material advantage under tlie 
system in force in the Vernacular Schools. 


8. It has been observed, in the second paragraph, tliat the 
pupils of the Model Schools have finn li- 
ed allthe class books available. The 
compilation of these books has not kept pace with the pro- 
gress made by them. This delay, however, appears almost 
unavoidable. Tdie compilation is being made by myself %iid 
by other persons under my superintendence. You are aware 
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of the difficulty of ^ettiug competent men to undertake this 
task. The services of the few who are able and willing to do 
it have been secured, and they are endeavouring their best to 
finish their respective works as early as practicable. I hope, 
in the course of about two years, to get all the books ready 
which are required for the complete Vernacular course I have 
mentioned above. 


Trice of class books. 


9. It is certainly very desirable that the prices of class 
books for the Vernacular Schools should 
be fixed on a low scale, that the inha- 
bitants of the Mofussil — who are generally poor— might afford 
to purchase them for their children. Thisc ircumstance I have 
always borne in mind in regulating the pi ices which have 
been fixed with reference to the actual charges for printing, 
commission on sale, and a small remuneration to the Compiler. 
I fully admit that a reduction in the prices would be more 
convenient to the Mofussil people ; but this can scarcely- bo 
done without great hardship to the Compiler ; for the two 
first items of charge admit of no reduction ; the only item 
tliat can bo in any way retrenched is the remuneration of the 
Compilojs. If, however, that were done, no one would come 
forward to undertake the task of compilation j for such phi- 
lanthropy as would make men undergo the labor of com- 
j)iling and bear the expense of printing only for the good of 
thoir country, is very rare indeed. The only means by which 
the desired reduction can be made is, that the Government 
should be solicited to remunerate tlie labors of the Compilers 
in such a way as would enable them to sell tlieir books at the 
cost prices. I have entered into a detailed explanation on 
this subject, for the satisfaction of tho parties who only urge 
fof a reduction in the prices of class books without taking 
the above circumstances into their considoiation. 
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10. Schooling fees, at the rates of one and two annas per 

head, have been introduced into all the 
Schooling fees. Schools. These rates, low as they are, 

seem to be high enough for many in the Mofussil, who have 
not only to pay their fees, but are also obliged to purchase 
books, slates, &c., for their children. The introduction of 
these rates serves as a great drawback on many, and the 
Schools have necessarily suffered a reduction in the number 
of pupils. It is true that parents pay these rates at the 
Indigenous Schools ; but it must be remembered that there 
are no other charges to be incurred in them, such as pur- 
chase of books, slates, &c. A reduction of the rates of 
Schooling may, I presump, enable all parents to send their 
children to School. 

11. School houses in three villages have lately been com- 
pleted, and the Schools transferred to 
them. In the other villages they are 

under preparation, and may be expected to be completed in a 
short time, with exception to two villages, the irdiabitants of 
which are too poor to defray the entire cost of the buildings. 
It will, therefoic, be necessary to grant them some aid for 
that purpose. 


School buildings. 


12. In consequence of the School houses not having 
been ready, no furniture has yet been 
Furaituro. provided for the Schools. The pupils 

and masters sit on mats to the great inconvenience of both. 
A complete set of furniture, consisting of tables and chairs 
for the Teachers, and benches for the Students, must be got 
ready as early as convenient. The Sub-Inspectors have been 
instructed to furnish estimates of the requirement of each 
School, which, when received, will be submitted for y6ur 
sanction. 
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13. It is scarcely necessary for me to enter into the ad- 
vantages of each School possessing a' 
small Library, For this purpose a 
small grant at the commencement may suffice, additions 
being subsequently made from Schooling fees, when these 
leave a surplus. 

14f. Some time ago, I was asked to give an opinion as to 
the utility of introducing Scholarships 
, Scholarships. Vernacular Schools ; but as our 

Model Schools were then only just established, I reported 
that it was premature to give any decided opinion on the 
point. The time, however, has arrived, when, judging from 
the progress made by the Students of our Schools, sucli an 
encouragement has become absolutely necessary. The Scho- 
larships, when granted, shall, of course, be retained in the 
higher Schools. 


15. The success of Vernacular Education will depend ma- 
terially upon the encouragement given 
Encomngcmcnt. providing the Alumni of 

those Institutions with offices under Government. People 


are eager to give their children an English Education, because 
they believe that such Education would ensure for them pub* 
lie employment, and that Education in any other language 
would be of no avail This latter impression should be re- 
moved from their minds by providing Vernacular Students 
with suitable employment. They should, for instance, be 
nominated to lower posts in the Judicial or Revenue Depart- 
ments, receiving promotion as they distinguish themselves by 
their abilities and experience. It may, I believe, be safely 
affirmed that Subordinate Officers from this class would bo 
more efficient as well as trustworthy than the class of men 
who at present fill those offices. 
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16. The inhabitants of nearly all the villages in which our 
Model Schools have been established 
continue to feel a lively interest in 
their welfare. People who were at first not favorably dis- 
posed towards them, have commenced to appreciate their 
usefulness, and are by no means behind their neighbours in 
their zeal for the welfare of those Institutions. For instance, 
in the District of Hooghly, Kissennagore is considered as the 
chief seat of Hindu learning next to Nuddea. The ortho- 
dox Pundits of that village had, on the opening of the Model 
School there, not only slighted that Institution, but spoke of 
it disparagingly before others. The same men having wit- 
nessed the rapid progress made by the pupils of the School 
have begun to send their children to it. In the same wav 
the inhabitants of the village of Seakhalla, in Hooghly, with 
the view to manufacture bricks for the School house, liave, 
in consequence of not being able to procure other fuel, cut 
down several aswattha trees, which, in the eyes of orthodox 
Hindus, are considered sacred, and the feeling of them an act 
of impiety. Again, in the village of Protabpore, in Midnapore, 
the principal inhabitants are so anxious for the continuance 
of the School in that village, that they have agreed to defray 
from their own pockets any amount of Schooling fees which 
may remain unrealized at the close of the month, as well as 
purchase books for such of the Students as cannot afibrd to 
do so in consequence of their inability to meet those charges. 
These Schools may also be said to have excited a desire in the 
inhabitants of the Mofussil for imitating them, and in conse- 
quence many aided Schools have been established, 

17. I cannot refrain, in this place, from noticing promi- 

Nat.vc Gentlemen tak- Native Geutlcmei. 

iiig interest in the Model who take the liveliest interest in the 
ocnooiB. 

Model Schools, and arc always very 
jaealous for their welfare. Baboo Saradaprosad Roy, of Bha- 
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jtinghat ; and Baljoos Saradapersonno Mokerjoe, Kalleecomat 
Dutt, and Pundit Shreeshcliunder Bidyaratna, of Khantoo' 
rah, in Zillah Nuddea; Baboo Radhabinod Chowdhry, of 
Amadpore; Baboo Nobogopal Mozoomdar, of Jowgong ; 
Baboo Ramabullub Glioshal, of Dinehat^ in Burdwan ; Baboos 
Brojomohun Misser, Rammohun MLsser, Brojomohun Chow- 
dhry, Horropersad Puttanayack, of Protabpore, in Mid- 
napore. 

18. Towards the end of the Quarter this Institution was 

transferred to the building occupied by 
Normal Scliool. , , 

the School of Industrial Art, m the 

vicinity of the Sanscrit College^ Formerly the School opened 
only in the mornings, in consequence of its having been 
located in the Sanscrit College rooms. Since the transfer, 
it is open from 1 1 A. M. to 3 P. M. every day, Sundays and 
holidays excepted. The hours of study being now greater 
in number than before, it is expected that the pupils will 
make greater progress in a shorter period. The School 
musters on its roll 97 pupils, including 47 admissions during 
the Quarter. It has supplied four Teachers, — two to the In- 
spector of Schools East Bengal, and two to the Inspector of 
Schools South Bengal. 

19. I have now only to notice the old Vernacular Schools 

in Midnaporc and Ooterparah. The 
Old Vciniicular Schools. . t i i i . 

former, as i have always reported, is 

in a very flourishing state, numbering 229 pupils; paying 

such high rates of Schooling fees as 4 annas in the upper, and 

2 annas in the lower classes per each boy. With exception to 

ihe Patshalla at the Presidency, this School is perhaps the 

most largely attended of all other Vernacular Schools in any 

part of Bengal. The School at Ooterparah, though inferior, 

is also a ilourishing Institution. 

u 
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20. The SuhJuspectors under me were engaged in 
, visiting the Schools in their respective 

bub-InspGctors ^ 

beats. They continue to afford satis- 
faction by their unAvearied zeal and attention. 


I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedt. Servant, 

ESHWUR CHUNDRA SHARMA, 

AsdL Inspector of Schools South Bengal 
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To 


The inspector of SCHOOLS, 

Behak Division, 


W. GORDON YOUNG, Esquike, 

Directw of Public Instruction, 

ITort William. 

Dated Patna, 2\st April 1857. 


Sir, 

Bt comprising in the Quarter ending 31st January 
a few days of February, I shall be able to review the Eastern 
part of the Patna District ; the whole of Mongliyr, of Bhagul- 
pore, Purneah Sudder Station, and a portion of Behar, 
through which I was journeying in these mouths. 

Having in the early part of November proceeded to Chup- 
rah to settle some disputes between the Deputy Inspector and 
some of his Subordinates, I returned to Patna, and having 
made my preparations, after some days’ delay from the diffi- 
culty of procuring carriage, I marched on the Ith December, 
and owing to the many halts made, accomplished but 410 
miles in the two subsequent months. 

Before detailing my observations I may dismiss with a few 
remarks the Schools and Districts which I did not see, and 
commence with Gya School 
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As heretofore this School has been the most numerously 
attended and supported almost entirely 
from private funds. The average at- 
tendance is 171 3, an increase of 10 over the last Quarter. It 
has trenched on the Government Grant only for Rupees 60, 
and the total cost of Education per head monthly has been 
Rupees 2— a less sum than in any other Institution. The 
Local Committee have \i&ited it with gi*eat regularity and 
corresponding benefit. Mr. Sandy s, one of the best Members, 
has been transferred, but fortunately still remains in the 
Division, viz, at Bhagulpore. 

Exhibits a slight but important decrease, and, though ra- 
ther behind the others in English stu- 
Mozufierporo School. t . i i 

dies, it ranks amongst the first as re- 
gards Vernacular Education, which branch is much insisted 
on by the Committee and the Secretary, Mr, W. li, Davies 
The School is therefore held in high estimation by the Native 
Community, and contains a large proportion of Mabomedan 
boys, inducing the hope that this class is not as a body averse 
.to our English Schools where Persian and Arabic are not 
neglected. Having received, as you are aware, a Grant of 
Rupees 500 from Government from its unexpended funds to 
meet a donation of similar amount from Baboo Harprokash 
Narain Singh for the eitabiishment of a School Library, I 
shall probably be able in my next Report to announce the 
supply of a good collection of books of reference and standard 
works, which is certainly the crying want in all my Schools. 
Cost of education per head Rupees 3-1-2. 

I had no opportunity of visiting this School during the 
, , ^ , Quarter. Mr. Godfrey, the Head Mastei* 

works on steadily, and the School under 
his charge stands higher than at any previous period, the 
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average attendance being 86 against 81 last Quarter. Total 
cost of Education per head monthly, Rupees 3-2-8. 

Beyond the statement of an advance in attendance from 
^ 4 j 2 to 54-, I have nothing to say of this 

Chota Nagpore School. . \ . . , r. ? , 

remote and unvisited School. 

The rest of the English Zillah Schools have been regularly 
inspected by me during the Quarter, and my remarks on 
some of them will be found in extenso in the Abstract of 
Visitors’ Books for the Quarter, to which, therefore, I also 
I'efer you for information. 


Patna High School. 


The Patna High School has increased in numbers, but still 
lags far behind Gya and Bhagulpore ; 
it is chiefly defective in the lower 
classes, which are far less numerously attended than else- 
where. Possibly this is in part owing to the reluctance of 
parents unwilling to lot loose their children in the purlieus 
of the low city bazaar, or (in the case of Maliomedans) to 
their being kept at home to receive instruction in Persian, 
which has not in my opinion had sufficient attention paid to 
it. Only one-seventh of the boys are of this race, a very in- 
adequate proportion to say the least of it 


The College Class under Mr. Twentyman— (an addition 
made during the Session and containing five students) — pro- 
mises well, and may give additional renown to the School, 
as also would a new School house in a more convenient 
locality, although this can hardly be mooted at present. The 
causes of the comparative failure of this School are many and 
deep-seated, not the least being the lax discipline of years 
gone by, and the previous failures in its mutations from School 
to College, and vice versa, so that its rising to its proper place 
of first in the Province must be a matter of time. The 
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udJition of Mr. Browiilow to the Instructive Staff, when he 
returns from his sick leave, will be both a help to Mr. Twenty- 
man individually, and beneficial to the character of the School 
generally, for I do not think the lower masters— only one of 
whom is a Certificate-holder— are up to the standard. 

The indisposition and positive neglect of duty on the part 
of Mr. Fox, the Head Master of this 

Patim Branch School t • • i 

Institution, have not only prevented 
any advance in numbers and progress, but thrown it mucli 
back. The average attendance has dwindled down from 6!) 
to 39, and doubled the cost of Education. Under an ex- 
perienced and diligent head it may not only regain its former 
status, but rise to its proper rank which is among the first 
But I am by no means inclined to recommend an increased 
assignment till it shows a healthy re-action, of no transitory 
nature. It has been visited pretty fre([uently during the 
Quarter, though far away from the residences of most of the 
Members. 

The new Head, who has since joined, though deficient in a 
knowledge of Oordoo, seems persevering and likely to give 
satisfaction. 

At my visit in November, I found all here satisfactory, and 

Chupn School 

and to the Local Committee, especially 
the Secietary. There are to be two Junior Scholarship Can- 
didates, and though not likely to gain, failure at this first 
essay will not be discreditable. The boys are not as at Patna 
over age, and discipline is good. The only suggestion I had 
to make was regarding Vernacular translation.s, and in the 
lower classes rendering the reading lesson into more idio 
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inatic Oouloo. Average attendance 90 against 77 m the 
previous Quarter. 


Bhngiilpore School. 


Going and returning I halted altogether ten days at Bha- 
gulpore, and paid several visits to tlie 
School, whioli I had before seen, vir , 
on my way up to join my appointment. It is not advancing 
with tlie times, though there is nothing decidedly unsatisfac- 
tory in it Baboo Goorochurn Mittrc is, and has been foi 
sivmo time past sick, and will, therefore, shortly retire on his 
pension, which, as a very old and fiithful servant of Govern- 
ment, he has well earned. At his time of life it is difficult 
to aciiuire any new science, and it will not, therefore, surprise 
me to find his Junior Scholarship Can(li(lat4‘s failing in 
Zoology at the Annual Examination. Whenever he does 
retire, it will be difficult to find a successor who will more 
conscientiously dischaige the important duties of a ll(*ad 
Miister. The Secretary, Baboo Dwaikinath Chatterjee, Sub- 
Assistant Suigcon, is a veiy constant visitor at tlie School, and 
Baiioo Girdharcc Laid still maintains his own School and 
interest in the Oovenimcnt Institution Altcrulanco, 112; 
last Quarter, 1 1 k 


This my first visit showed that the Monghyr School is the 
least advanc'd of all. Its pro'^’^rcss, 

Mongln r Stbool. i i i I o > 

however, if slow, lias boon sun*, aijd the 
lads are very well grounded, in fact more solidly than usual, 
as far as they have gone, and we may find hereafter that it 
outstrips several of the others. It is remarkable for the excel- 
lent %vay in wliich the highest Class translate their lessons ; and 
Air. Macnair, the Head Master, of whom some time hack my 
predecessor reported unfavorably, seems determined to retrieve 
Ills character. He also is an invalid, though not absent from 
bis duties. Attendance, 1\. the same as in the last Report. 
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There being no Deputy and Sub-Depwty Inspectors and 
Model Schools in this Zillah, I pro- 

Purueali School. ^ -r*- . 

ceeded by dak from rir rouitee — the 
limit of my Eastward journey — to inspect the English School 
here, and stayed two days. The unfavorable state of this In^ 
stitution was noticed by His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor 
last year ; and as my remarks are copied in full from the Visi- 
tors’ Book into the Abstract, I need not reiterate them here. 


The Head Master, Baboo Khettromohun Mokerjea, formerly 
Second at Tirhoot, seems doing well. To the other disadvan- 
tages under which this School suffers must be added that of 
the Local Committee being entirely changed during the 
Quarter. Attendance, 41, against 2G in the last Quarter. 


Of the Second class of English Schools— e, private and 
aided ones-tthere are in my Division three— t/fo., the Dina- 
pore Grant-in-aid School and the Church Missionary Society’s 
and Baboo GirJharee Laul s, at Bhaugnlpore. 


The Dinapore School remains the same as at my last report, 
doing much good in spreading English Eilucation ; but its only 
resources are the Government Grant and the fees, the people 
being neither sufficiently alive to the advantages of the Scliool 
to contribute more than the fee, nor generally permanent 
residents. It will receive my best attention, now that my 
travelling is over ; but I cannot confid(3ntly speak as to its 
standing after the grant expires. 

The remaining two— Girdhareo Lai’s and C. M. S. Schools 
—at Bhagulpore, have already come before you in my special 
letters accompanying their applications for Grants-in-aid ; they 
are both diligently and earnestly maintainod, and therefore 
though not equal to the Government Zillah Schools very im- 
portant ones. 
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I now turn to •Vernacular Education and Scliools, and 
in my review for the sake of convenience commence with the 
District of Bhagulpore under Sub-Inspector Pundit Amar 
Nath Eoy with three Sub-Deputies and two Circuit Teachers. 

I may preface my remarks with a few words on the system 
adopted in the Zillahs generally. The Sub-Inspector has the 
management of the whole, and is ordinarily the only channel 
of communication and intelligence. To him come all the 
Beports and Returns from the Sub-Deputies and Circuit 
Teachers, and only an Abstract of these reaches me. Much, 
therefore, depends on him, for, receiving my information se- 
cond, hand, unless some glaiing incident occurs, matters may 
be going on tolerably well or ill without my being able to 
pronounce decisively on them. It fe only on my tour that 
seeing things with my own eyes I can form a correct judg- 
ment and give the due award of praise or blame. But there 
is this to be said, that in my travels the present state of 
things actually before me gives also undeniable evidence as to 
the past, and thus though the lazy may have escaped detec- 
tion during tlie previous year, or some of the deserving have 
not met due encouragement, the mistake is rectified at the 
close, and I gain experience to guide me during the next and 
future years. This will explain why I have not hitherto re- 
ported on my subordinate Staff individually. But to return. 


1. Sultanguvge Chatsal. —I found but three hoys in the 
, oil School when I visited ; the Register of 

niiagiupore Schools. ’ * 

Sub-Iuspectors, &c. attendance had not been regularly kept ; 

the Teacher was very old ; knew only Nagri; and was copying 

books in lieu of his proper duties. From a conversation with 

the bazaar people, I found that neglect of the School by the 

Sub-Jn specters, and the incompctency of the Teacher were the 

principal causes of the failure. It had been under considera- 



( ) 


lion for al>olition some months previously ;*but carried on in 
the liopo that a ^^^^utleman resident n(^ar the village would 
give it his suppoit and influence. It wa.s utteily irredeem- 
able and abolished foithwith. 

2. SouhUgnn(}& CluUsal. — Two Teachers here divided the 
allowanee (mdy Rupees o monthly), and one taught Oordoo, 
the other Nagri The services of the former were dispiui^'Cd 
with as only two boys were reading with liim ; the other wiis 
but little better , the boys (about twenty \sheu I went,) ^^ere 
scarcely able to rea<l , and the rent of the slied winch held 
them Ix'ing 1 Rupee a month, I decided on giving the 
Chatsal only throe montlH’ further trial, ulien, it not;nore 
succes.siul, it also will go, 

.T Col^fonff Chatsdi — Shekh Roslnm All, the Teaclici, 
knows botli Oordoo and Nagn, and \etiii this populous \illag(' 
tliere wi'K' f)nl\ eighteen SOiokus Rupees 2 moulhly paid 
hei(' also |oi liouse nmt , l)ut a sum has Ixs'ii (‘<>lh‘eted amply 
siirtleient with the Rupees 12 in the hands ('f the Sub-Tiispee- 
1oi to rns't a eoiiM-nuMit building The ho}s weio mon^ 
aihauced than at Nos I and 2, but fai fiom liaMug leached 
the piopei staiulaid 

4. Pl}' Pointi — Held m tlie Police Phan, and 

thorefoio iimt tiee There wen* sixteen 1>ons, all \er\ back- 
wanl Tile Teaeher also not up to tlic standard, ignorant ot 
Ooidoo and unabh' to fiiilc Nagri I told the ba/aar people 
I woiiUl Cviriv on the School a short time longer; i)ut if tin'} 
woiihl not send nioie of their oluldion to it, it w'ould be tiaiis 
fened to some other place 

r>. Gomarcahat Chat^^al — Hero weio only twohe bo\s^ 
who could road nothing, and only work Addition and >>ub- 
Uaction. 1 appointed a new Teacher, being unwilling to 



( oO ) 


aboli.sli this School, which is SO miles North of Bhai^ulpore, 
and thcTcfoio i^taiuLs almost alone* The boys only writo 
Kaithi h‘ttcrs. 

C. M(ulh('poom Chntsal — Zainooddeon Ilussrin, the De- 
]»nty Mjv^istrate hero, havim; tatiqht hiinsidf lin^lish, is 
aiiMou'^ to o^tablidi an En^di'^h School, cliieHy, it W'oiild seem, 
l»>i thr instiu< tion of his own ehildien. Vet h(‘re tluTO were 
oiil\ twcKe lads, and of tho^e only <nie could read or write any- 
thiiiLT, ][(• all( r Idiailawiit (a rriincr and olonn ntary Arilh- 
iintK had In til s* l to li‘arii Dastui-nl-Maash, or Kleinonis of 
I’t.litital Kioii(tni) ' and yoUln* Sub-D.-puty fnspcelor, Alir 
])Und< y Mil, had been fiispn ntly to lln^ Sihoo) Tins aKo 
will It main but a hwv niontlis on piobalion 

7 ChntHdl —This was the Ins'illliK^st School 
111 tin* |)tstiict Tilt le Wole forl\-(wo boys pusent, loainin;,' 
O.'nloo and Hindi , but (hey cmld only do Snbtiactnm. Tfio 
Siib|)(j)ut\ Inspt(toi Liatpil lIu^Hiu, had not only 
jij idt (bis a dt (’( nt S( liotd, and indncMal a Mali i|iin, KownI 
Kidian Idni'^^cut, to buihl a eon\onion( shotl t<»i its Itinpujary 
at < -.iinimdatam , but liatl porsnatjotl a iHboo, Oilit Naiaiu 
Sin-li, to "t t up aiiolhoi iii his hou^* at AllininiuoM,j| 

Alio uitiuijijnr Piivotr C7e//so/ -Tins is tliu ttiie allndiMl 
tt> in iho |»it (. diii-_f paia I l-minl it hatl ( \is(< d throo inonllirf, 
conlamotl ioitN eiLjlit btos, at pn sojit n adni,L( only Na^'ri , lait 
( )( 'Ttl' )(» Is to fait »w' It was alto'^t thor pnonisinj^', anti to a 
i«t|U( 4 (»1 tho Baboo that I wonhl transfer the Idjihait S(dit>ol 
(\sln('h was close by ami a ^Tfat faihiro; {a Alluninii; 4 '^ur, 

1 aocidtMl with the prt)\ i>,t) that the Baboo won M [ni'Vit>ijdy 
biiiM a lit sniotantial hoiiyj fnr its reception He has not }et 
a CLpU d the propo-Hion. 

8 riiulout Teacher very unfit and knowing no 

Nagri. The bojs could only Bi>cll through a little of the 
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Oordoo Primer, and could not do Addition. Tliis was abo- 
lished. 

9. Purmeshurpore Ck/sa?.— Contained only IG boys, 
but in all other respects good. The boys learnt Ooidoo and 
Hindi, and one of them could write both (and Bcno;all) with 
facility. Sham Soondur, the Teacher, had been diligent and 
brought up his boys well They had read, in addition to tho 
usual elementary books, some History of India, and worked 
Propoition Sums correctly, explaining the process. The School 
has from its establishment been held in tlie house of Baboo 
Dobeprosad Choube, the principal man in the village. The 
Baboo has given a site and will build at his own cost the new 
house for it, and his own son Liickiprosad wlio, for some 
months has acted gratuitously as Assistant Teacher, has since 
been appointed Teachei in lieu of Pundit Sham Soondur, pio- 
moted to the 1st giadi Circuit Teacln'iship, a vacancy caused 
by the degradation of Pundit Monjeejha to the 2nd giade. 

This closes the list of the Bhagulpore Model Schools 
There arc doubtless some local disadvantages in this com- 
pared with other Zillahs , but had Pundit Amar Nath Roy? 
the Deputy Inspector, discharged his duties honestly and 
with diligence, the Schools would not have been so unpromis^ 
iiig. I warned him, therefore, that if next cold season no im- 
provement were visible', ho would be removed from his post. 
Of the three Sub-Deputies, one seems litted for his post. The 
other two have icceived Avarning that they also Avill be held 
responsible for their respective Thannahs. 

These are seven, as follows : Sheikpoora, Tooheepoor, (Phool- 

. , warea) Beiioo Sarie, Khugoiia, Buihcea, 

Monghjr Schools. 

biirligha, and Kluuuckpoor. 1 saw all 
but Khugoria, wliich being out of my route I passed over. 
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having found the state of the rest so satlshxctory. In Shelk- 
poora, Hindi only is read ; but in the rest, both Oordoo and 
Hindi. The Masters are all competent, and tlie Scliools really 
■worth the name. Some of the Teachers meiit increased pay, 
x\hich I hope to give them by a difteient arrangement of the 
limited funds at my disposal 

Many Teachers in piivate Schools in this Zillnh take on loan 
our books and us(^ them, bringing their 
"P iialf- yearly for l-Aaniinati.m aud 
reward. Duiing tlie (^uaiter twenty- 
five Sehookand with two bundled and forty -tliiee boys weio 
thus brought up, and Rupees 3()*12 and (Mghty-six books 
gi\on in rcwaids to Teachers and Pujiils in Thaimalis Sheik- 
])ooia and Sooiujguriah. Two Schools hearing of my anival 
CMinc in fioiji some distance two succes.slvc wet days to Sheik- 
jK)ora This Distiict, although there aie only thiec Oflicers — 
Pundit Moheendro jXarain the Deputy, and Banarassec Pusliad 
and Fida Ilo.sbein, the Sub-Deputy Inspectois — is in a very 
cieditable state, and the Deputy is every way deserving of 
promotion. 

In the Gya District I saw but one School — that in the Town 
of Debar. . It was very disorganized; 

TrJiar Clwttt.ll, ZilUli though not wanting in 

ability, proved to be a worthless fellow, 
and I thererorc abolished the School, which indeed was no 
longer needed, as Baboo Modenarain Singh, of Tekaii, in the 
Zillah, has established a free School for both Oordoo and Hindi. 
Oui hooks XV ill he read in it ; but I cannot expect to get regis- 
tei.^ of information, which arc always looked upon with sus- 
picion. 
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1. Futtooha,—A very bad specimen of ^ Model School, the 

Teacher old and incompetent, and the 

Patna Chatflala. . 

boys Ignorant and ii regular, can read 

only the Hindi Primer and write in Kaitlii. It is on trial for 

a few montlis more. 

2. Noivada Bjjcutpoor . — Bccently established and nume- 
rously attended ; this Chatsal, with a good Teacher, miglit do 
some good ; but the incumbent is a poor helpless specimen, and 
lie must go. 1 saw it both going and returning ; no improve- 
ment had, however, taken place in the interval, as no suboidi- 
natc Inspector had visited. 

* 

3. Baih is a very large village or town, and the 
scat of a Deputy Magistracy ; yet my School had but six 
Students, and these all belonging to one family. I thcieloie 
diiected it to be closed, unless the numbers greatly increased 
in the succeeding month. 

4. Toraloli Dinaporc Buo^arci’.—Twentyrninc boys present 
at the tunc of my visit ; the Teacher of fair abilities, and tin* 
lads advanced as fir as Division and Reading, the llistoi) of 
India in Nagii. It is recently established, and will do very well. 

The remaining Schools in this Distiict were not seen by me 
during the Quarter. Some of them are moie advanced and in 
better order than thcpieceding ; but I fear Ilurgobiud Gliose? 
the Deputy Inspector, is only a second-iate Officer, and the 
District not in a jiroper state. 

Into this Catalogue must be transferred the Durbhuntra 
Sclioul, in which so little English was 

Piiv.ito Vernacular l^amt that it has been at last altogether 
bcliool'^. ^ ^ 

excluded. Until an Inspecting staff 
appointed for Tirhoot and tho School periodically visited, it 
will assume a healthy state. 
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In Zillah ilonghyr I saw two Miiktubs, vh,^ at AH- 
nng^iir and iMonlaunnggur, — tlie latter of wliieli is well con- 
ducted, and uses our series of books in addition to the usual 
and Aiabic Pei bian course. Of Bettudi, Hattooali, and Dooiu- 
lawan and some otlieis, as 1 do not leceive regular registci-s 
and tliey will all fall in the present Quarter’s tour, I will not 
now speak. 

The English Schools taken as a wliole aie rising and im- 
proving, and as 1 lKi\e little oppoitunity 

(Jcnei.il Rcmaik^. , ^ , , 

toi Visiting them, 1 must attiibute the 

advance to the Local Committees. Many gentlemen m tlieso 

bodies take a real personal inteiest m the boys, ami this class 

of members 1 b(diove to be on the inciease. Tlie Masters m 

the Zillali Schools are commonly inferior in abilitu^s and at- 

biinments to those in Bengal, though some of the Head 

AListeis by tlieir diligence are gaining a name. We me woist 

oi as regal (Is second Masters, for 1 know no one of tlioni iii 

tliese paits who is ht to take charge of a Seliool , they must, 

tlieiefore, b(' passed over on tlie occuiienco ol a vacancy. 

The great intcival between tlie salaiios attached to the two 

[)Osls (one being three times greater than the otlicr) primarily 

cause's this mfeiiority, and I would wisli to laiso the pay of 

the lower oHiec to a standard moio commensurate with that 

ol the other Witli the present School Assignments tin’s, 

however, is impossihlt*, tlie revenues from private subsciiptions 

and fces bi*ing (except in Gya) much Icss tlian m Bengal. 

I see, tlicrefore, no remedy but that of raising of assignments, 

and the state of Beliar being considered in connection with 

the ucent date of most of the Scliools, the proposition 

appears reasonable. The history of the Institutions lu and 

near Calcutta beais out this view. From being entiiely 

suppoited by Government, many have advanced and become 
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nearly self-supporting. We may expect tte same results to 
follow here, the more quickly in proportion as our Schools are 
more efficient. Rupees 4000 annually will permit the 
second Master's salary to be raised to Rupees 75, give an 
additional Junior Master, and relieve the now overcrowded 
lower classes, besides allowing the sum sanctioned for Library 
Books to bo thus expended in lieu of being absorbed in the 
general cm rent expenditure. 


Orants-in-aui 


There have been no additional Grants-in-aid sanctioned 
this Quarter in my Division, and no 
Vernacular Scholarships will be taken 
up. I issued Perwannahs to my Deputy Inspectors, describing 
the course to be studied, and the tests I should propose for 
gaining them ; but none of the Schools are sufficiently ad- 
vanced to compete this year. 


During my progress through the Districts, I have sought 
every opportunity of conversing with both small and great, 
and have found great use in a few numbers of the Illustrated 
London Nexvs and Bradshaxos Railivay Map of England^ 
The very poorest and most ignorant can appreciate the 
difference between the two countrie.s, when told that a paper 
with fifty or more excellent engravings and as much print as 
in an ordinary book, is produced and sent 10,000 miles at 
a cost of four annas ; but for transmis:.ion along a 2.5th part 
of that distance in India three annas is levied. Their own 
clothes also furnish mo with another tellinjj ar^iument, and 
by such simple illustrations as these, I produce at least a coun- 
terbalance to their prejudices, which, however, I confess, I have 
not met with in any formidable shape ; and I notice that m 
tho same degree as I find my subordinates negligent or ineffi- 
cient, so is each District reported to be more or less prejudiced. 



ll^ li||M thillhg |0Hpkri^JRly dismissed one subordinate, 
Hussein, liHie MW^nyr District, who had been guilty 
of extortion with many gross derelictions of duty. In conse- 
quence of his misconduct, the School at Begoo-Sario was 
emptied ; but my Deputy Isnircctor wcirt there, and in a short 
time it was fuller than before. My verdict on tho whole is 
f.xvorablc, and in cases where I have been called upon to 
censure, I anticipate more diligence, and its certain accom- 
paniment — progress. 

I 

There is only one more sutycct to mention, — viz., books 
nnd tlicir sale. I have much regret in saying that after 
a year's corrospondcncc my accounts with Agra are not 
Settled. It is with tho greatest difficulty and after repeated 
applications that I obtain answers to any important letters, 
and the District Schools are already suffering from the want 
of books, and this, if any thing, will retard our Schools. I 
do not think this Division lias been treated with proper 
coibideiation by the Curatois Offico at Airra. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servatd, 

A. S. HARRISON, 

Inspector of Schools, Dcloir DivUlon 
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From 

The director of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 

To 

\V. GREY, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Goiyrniiiciit of Bengal 

Fort William, August 1855. 
Sir, 

In compliance with the orders contameil iii your letter dated 
4th of July, I have the honor to forward a Report of pro^Tt'ss in the 
Education Department, for the fir5t (juarter of the current (otlicial) year, 
i, c , from May 1st to July 31st last 

2 Beginning w'lth the highest order of Iviucation, I have to reiiort 
that the Sub-Committees, into which the University Committee at its 
first Sitting resolved itself have hi ought then pioci'odings to a close, 
and have submitted to the OeiUTal Committee Ib'poits (with Drift 
Rules) u])on tin* projiosed Faculties of Arts, Law, Medieiiu', and Civil 
Engineering These Repoits have been forw.iided by tin* (leiieial Com- 
mit Um' to the seveial Ijocal Goveinineiits, iol any remarks oi suggestions 
which they may b(‘ willing to offer, and on leceiving lejilu's I’lom thesii 
Authorities th(‘ Coinmitt^'e will hold a (hmeial Meeting and take mc'a- 
suiC') foi sulumtting its Repoit to th<‘ Supiemo Government 

3 Coming next to the Prc'Mdency College*, tiie o|)(Mmig (jf which on 
its new footing dat(3S from tlHMjuaiier u?*h-i nniew, 1 liave to report 
that a coul^e ot study in tile Gmiei.d Blanch, resembling in its leinling 
teatiin's the course pioposed by th(‘ t Council of Education in their lett»u 
of the loth Marcli l-'Sot, but regulated as to most of its d<‘tail.s by the 
scheuK' tor the giant of Degree^ winch has been ajiproved by tlie Um- 
veisit v Sub-Committee ot Arts, has been introduced, and is now in satis- 
taetory ojieiation It has be<*n suggested to the Motussil Colleg( s that, 
W'lth reference both to general considerations and to the expc'diency of 
bringing up their students to the standard of a University Degree, it 
will be well for them to take the Prc*sideiicy College course as th('ii 
nioilel, so far as circumstances will admit This is accordingly being 
done. 

ii 
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I* Tlic course of study in the Law Department of the Presidency 
College IS ^ present on rather an uncertain footing. The present 
arrangements are h<)wevcr temporary only, and will be subject to any 
requisite modification at the commencement of next Ses'^ion, by which 
time I trust we shall know precisely what the standard for a University 
Degree will be, and we shall 1 h; able to mahe our arrangement^ 
accordingly. Meanwhile the Law Studeuits aie receiving instruction 
from one Proftissor in Homan Civil Law and Geui'ral Junsprudeiice, 
and from th(‘ other in tho .syst<‘iiH ot Law applic.iblo to this countiy. 
The Siuldor Court, as y(ju are awan*, liavi; ex]»res.'>ed their willingne'vs 
to aec(q)t a (>olleg(^ (jertificate «if liaving pished crcilitably thiough a 
complete course of Ijavv Instiuction asequiv.ilent to a Certificate of Iniving 
pass<'d the Kxainination in Law pnsenlxMl for (.\uidiilates for Moonsitf- 
ship.s and Snd«h;r PleadcTships , and, in eonstMpience, we have a niim- 
lier of youths lu the Iaw Depirlment of tie* College* (juahryiiig them- 
si'lves for appomtiiu'iits of this kind The stinhaiU in thi^ Ih'partmiMit 
also attend, as a pait e)f then e*oiirse*, Ijte-tuies e)n Le)gic, Political Kco- 
iiomy, Meiial Philoso[)hy, anel Me‘nt,il Plulo>ophy 

5. Tlu! value* e)f Knglish Senior Scholai^hips has Ise*!! roelue’e'd 
during the* epiarte'r fiom Hu])e es ({jOj thiity and 
(M)) ie)it\ to Uii|MM S (-')j twe nty-live for the Pie*- 
.sidene’y and Kupee\s (20) twenty foi a Meifus^il 
CNelh'ge* ; and the siiving thus < tVeete'd has he*en 
apphe'e! te) tin* Cleatloll e)t twe'lv e aeldltle)Iial JuillOl 
Sclieehu ships at ench eil the* five* (lOVei liunut Colleges, to be* CulU- 
p'teel feir eeivly by laels e'ducate*d at /)rCu/c Se'hooK 

(>. The priucqde iiive)lveel Hi this latter measure has been fuither car- 
lied e)ut (ill complianei’ with the wisln s of the llonhh* Ce)urt e)f Dire c- 
tors) in ri'gard to the Schol.irdnps e>f tin* old Jliinlu Colh'ge, one-half 
of which will 111 fiituiei he* m ule av.nlahle e'very ve*ar for Hiiielu Stude nts 
of private* Sv’hoeils aiul the* eelhe'r halt tor those edudte'el at the (Gove*rn- 
ment) Uiiulu School. In ae’c»u dance with this rule, Si'ludarships 
tenable at the Prosuloiicy Colh*ge have* lK*«'n awarded to three lads I'elucat- 
cd at piiviUo Institutions w h«> ikwm el at the Examination lu hi at the Town 
Hall in Apnl l.tst, r'lz to two* lads from the* 


* Vi: 
Pre'snlotnv 
IldOf^lilv ditto 
OiK'e u ditto 
Kiriliiiteudiiir ditto 
n(’rluuii|K)U' ditto. 


* Ono of thc'eo ohtrtllK'd i i r i 

•“KrTveSchoUHiip' oidy, Hiiulu Ale‘trojH)utan voUego aiiel to one Irom llio 
ScluK.l The Maiia-.-r-, of tlu> former In- 
biUKudUrjr SvIioKvnhii* ^titutiou are somewhat d ivs.it i-tie 1 l)ocaUi»o their 
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l)oys have not Ik'cu allowe*! to remain at that Institution anil there to 
HuKl the Scliolarbhips they liavc gained. I do not think th(‘ complaint 

just. It iiiiist be remembered that the oh)<‘ot of gnuitmg Scholarshi[Ks 
Is not only to reward proficiency already shown, but to i‘nsuro continued 
progress for a further period and up to a higlier stainlard of Education 
I apprehend that there is in principle no ohjeidion whatever, hut the 
f‘untrary, to allowing those who have gained Junior »Scholai>'hips to 
pn>secute their studies at a pri\a(e Institution , .ill that is necessary 
is, th.it the Go\eriimeiit should he s.itisfit‘d th.it the schohu'S time 
Mill l>e really M’ell sjieiit in such Institution, and that then* is a ftir 
pros|x‘ct ot his reaching tin* highm* or Senior Schol.irslup staiidaid 
111 ‘the stiuie time in whieli he wiaild probably reach it at a Goveinnieiit 
(J<illege. 

7. 01 till* ln‘-titutioiis iu‘\t in order to ('olh'gc s, 1 have not much to 

r**})oit ui connect inii with tlie pi‘riod iind<*r n‘\n‘\v The Zillah 
Sehooh, forty-tliKi* in imnihei, an* generally in anenii'u nt and improvnii; 
condition, and .iie tor the most part popiil.ir with tie* iiilialiil.iiits of the 
Oistiiets 111 which tli(‘\ are silu.it4*d An iiapio\ed system of keepiiiL; 
.K eeunis h.ls been mtlodliced duilll'4 the <pi.lllei, b\ nieiiisof whil h (he 
liiKiueial position et eveiy School, .iiid the .imoutil av.iil;il»le foi lln‘ im 
pl(>\eiMent or eVteii'.iDil ot (lie IiKMlis ol Edlie.itlon .it its dlspos.il, e.lll .'ll. 
.Ul\ time hr r.l.*'ll) ILh « I (.lined 

'S In the Hell. II Oi^tiicts, ;ls (he liieuten.int -( loveriior is aware, the 
henelit> ot Kdu< .itmii ;ui- not ilesin d or appns laled as lh« v an* ui the 
Distiiets ne.iier (y’.deiitta Ne\rr(heh >s, Mi;, Ch.ijim.in reports (hat (here 
I' in Heh.ir Ji Mimid .ind steadily |»rogn s'>mg appreei.itmn of the v.iliie 
of English Kdm.itmn, ari.sing m.imlv from the imjin'.ssmn that a know 
h dge lit English the Sliri st jiath («> one gleat oh|eet ot denie, h'lz, pllh‘ 
he employ .iiid pri ti iiinait This desiie, Mr ('hajanaii ronsahT*', is ;il 
most the onl\ le\er we h.'ucto work within apart ot the (,oniitrv trailing 
with Ignorance and bigotry, if n«»t with hostility, and I siiieerejy trust 
tin retore that tin* (jo\< rniin'iit will «lo nothing to weaken lU torn* by 
loweiingor alioli -'h mg < xi sting Mlucational test.s of fitrn*ss for employ- 
ment m the public sor\ irc. It IS obvious th.'it to lower tin M* t^^sts as 
i^gard'' the higln r cla'^'^'s of ap|Xfintmc*n(s at the \erv time when tin y 
•lie )h mg extended by 0«nernm‘-iit to almo-t tli< I-om sitnatniris in its 
g'tl Would Iru. an apj>*vira]|f^* of r< »rogrr.v>ion and intirmitv of j>iir}H»o 

?y injurioiH to tin cans*- yf j/lucatioij 



9. I will here merely add, while on the subject of English Education 
and Zillah Schools, that measures are under consideration for raising tHe 
School at Patna to the status of a College or High School On this 
subject I hope to he able to report further l)efore long. 

10. Our measures in regard to Vernacular Education have been some- 

what retarded in consequence of 

Mr. Pratt only joinril the Department on , , , , , , , 

tlte tsth .fune, and Mr. Woodrow h,i« been, and tne delay that hat) taken place in 

« "'o f»' o~>» i» 

ment n<)ok Ai'cnt and Secretary to the Coun- jVi(] gej yf^W the obstacles 

cil of Education. 

that prevented the services of 
Mihsitm. Pratt and Woo<lrow becuniing available as early as was expected* 
Much diftieulty has also be'cn expericnce<l in obUining the services df a 
sufficient nunilxjr of persons [)ro|KMly qualified for the important post of 
SulhTiispector. 

1 1 M(‘ssrs. Chapman ainl llobinson have however been employed 
throughout the (juarter, as Insp(*ctors of Schools, to good purpose, and 
have devotiid tliomselv(‘s to their duties with the zeal which was to 
have hi'ou ex|H.*cted from them Tli<\sc‘ gentleman are fully aware (as 
indi'od are the other Inspijctors ami I myselfj that the paramount object 
for which the Department has liemi placed u|>oii its present footing is, 
(to use the words of the Education Despatch,) the diSvScmi nation among 
“ the great mavs of tlie |)t‘ople, wlm are utterly nieapahle of obtaining 
any Education wortliy of the name by their own unaided etVorts of useful 
and practical knowledge suited to I'Very station mlit’e ami further, that 
Educatii>n of this kind can Imj communicated “ U» the great mass of the 
people, wham* cirnimsUnces prevent them from ac((Uiring a high order 
of Education, and who cannot he expected to oviTCome the difficulties 
of a foreign language, only through one or oth»*r of the Vernacular 
languages of tlio country.'’ 

12. The object here indicated is a noble om*, hut wiic^ther it is fully 
attainable, and, if so, by what means are que.^t ions, upon which the 
wisest and most ex[K'ru*m.vd are fouml to ihtVer widely m o[)imon. The 
difficulties attending the practical solutimi of them* questions are how- 
ever denied by none. The mejisures that h,vve heeii adopted during 
the (juarter under notice must therefore U* regarded as only exjK*rimental. 
They have moreover b<H*n m short a tiim* m ojx nition that it is im- 
possible as yet to judge of the succt^ss with wlimh they are likely to be 
attended I shall therefore now merely mention, as briefly as j^oasiblo, 



the steps that have been taken during the (juarter toward.s carrying out 
a system of Vernacular Education, and shall leave a more extended 
notice of them for future Reports. 

13. In Mr. Chapman’s division a regular systcmi has been set on 

.Co«,prise.lwithinthe are vUiUnl 

following' Districts^.— and examined, books lent to them, rewiu'ds for 

bl^^’uehX^Wughyr^ improvement offered both to Teachers and Pu- 
niiauKuliH)rc. inducements held out to the jieoplo gene- 

rally to establish new scliools. In thus w*iy 2.270 villages* and 832 
Sclvxil-masters were visiU'd by Mr. Chapman’s Sub-Inspectors during 
the (juarter. 

^4*. Model Schools, of which it i.s propos(‘d to have alxiut twelve in 
each District, are also being set on loot in this Division, and Mr Chap- 
man ho]X‘s, by the end of the current <piai ter, to report llie Eslahlisli- 
m(*nt of a considerable number. He proposes to have at tlu‘so Schools 
normal classes for tho training ol Teacher.s lor indigenous Schools, and 
at tho ceiitial Anglo- Vernacular Schools normal clas-scs for Modid 
School Teaclu'i's. Agencie.s lor the sale ol cheap Vennu’ular hooks aio 
also being set uj) in all laige towns, and a Vernacular NewspajaT 
desiginsl to s<‘r\e llio coiiise ol popular enliglit^Minu nt is to 1 h‘ piihlislied 
at Patna, and its circulation pioniotcd, as lar as possible, by the Educa- 
tion Depailnicnt. 

1.^) In Mr. Pratt’s division, during the ipiaiter, a scheim' of Model 
Schwls was devised, which has .^lnce hi en s,uiclio.ied and is now being 
carried out. There will he live of such Schools m each of the Distiicts 
of llooglily, Ihiidvvan, Midnajiore, and Nnddca, and eacli Si liool is 
exploded to Ik* atU iided by about lot) hoys. 

IG A plan lor the estahlisliment upon Ins cstati', with (lovernmeiit 
aid, ol a niiinhi'i of Vernacular and Anglo-Vi macular Schools, was 
siihmitted by IJahoo Joykislicn Mookerjee Jt is now under iiujniry 
and Consideration, and will 1 triLst lie^sliortly lorwarded to (hnernnient 


for orders. 

17. A Ni>rniai Schoid, for the training of Vermicular Teacln rs, has 
been set up m Calcutta, under the bu[)eriiitcnd< nce of Pundit Eshur 
Chunder Surma, tin* iCs.^i.stant lusjxx-tor, and is making gixsl progress : 
other mecisure^s, hav ing the s;imcoh)<«t in vi^vv, are in coiitonijdation, and 
will \n) reported upjii l>y Mr Pratt as yjou as he lus visited the Mission- 
arv Normal School at Sautipore, 



18. Mr. WoodrowH time during the quarter, or such portion of it as 
he was able to devote to tlu; duties of Inspection, was chielly employed 
in visiting the Oovernm irit Vernacular Schools in the neighbourhood of 
Calcutta, and certain other Schools that are desirous of applying for 
Grants. Of the latte*r class are the Schools at Kidderpore and Alli|X)re> 
(umhir the Cathedral Mis^on) ; at Paikpara, Boroo, and Kalighat, in the 
21-Pcrgunnahs ; at Kahoota and Nibodho, in Bura'>et ; CommercoUy in 
Pubna ; and Karooli in Jessore. 

1!). Ah you are aware, only two Grants in aid have as yet been 
sanctioned under the new nih-s, viz ^ to the Schools at Baleo and 
Sorajgunge, but befoie the close* of the present (jiuiter many more will 
doubtless hav(‘ bee*n made. 

20. Mr llobinsons He*h(3me f)r setting up Model Schools in the 
Districts of Jtung[)ore, ])inagep(»re, and Bograh, which was discussed 
and matured by him duimg the (piarter in communication with OtHcers 
of local expericnci', has, as you are* awan*, l)ci*n recently sanctioned by 
the Supn'ine Government, and is now lu'iiig carinsl out. 

21. A system of encourag»*nient tor indigi*nous and st'lf-supportmg 
Schools in Kamroop (of wlucli then* is a consuleiable numher,) by m»‘a!is 
ol rewards in money and books, has also lM*»*n .sanctioned 

22. A pioinising [)lau for the e^t.ibli^hm ;nt at Gowhattyof a Xormal 
School for Vb'rnaculai 'l\‘ach(‘is has likewise be(*n submitti'd by Mr. 
Robinson, and will piobably be jmt in operation bi'foie tlie date ot my 
iie.xt Uepoit. 

28. Durinjj the (piaiter I ha\<* bet'u in commnmcation with the 
Calcutta School Book Socu*ty with a vii‘w' to setting on foot Agencic.s 
for the sah' of cheap English ainl Veiiucular books at one or more 
Stations in every District of tin* Lower Pn)\mc»*s. Tlio jilan has been 
favorably receivoil by those who havt* been consulted, and before the 
close of the pri'sent ijuaiter much will have bi'im done towards giving 
etVcct to it. At these Agencies books will be sold at the same prices as 
they an* sold at in Calcutta, 

2 k Of the Government Notification of the [Ith ultimo, regarding the 
employmont of educated i^rsons in the Public SiTMce and the disqualifi- 
cation of anyone unable to re id ami wTite for any appointment worth 
more .than Riqnws (fi) six a^ month, eight thou*^and copies ha\i‘ bct‘ii 
printed in English and Bengali, and these are now being distributed 
throughout the Mofussil by means ol the Olficers of the Re\cnue, Police, 



Public Work^aml Education Departments Mejisuros have also Ihm'ii 
taken for having copies in the Oordoo and Oonya languages circulated 
thioughout Behar and Cuttack. 

25 I beg to transmit herevvitl. in original, for reference ifneces- 
'^ary, R»"ports upon the tnlucational proceedings of the quarU'rby Messrs. 
Pratt, Chapman and Woodrow, and 1 reipiest the f.ivor of your return- 
ing thorn to this Othce when no longer reijuired. Mr. Robinson has 
bet'll uu<d)le to piepare his Ut'poit for the (|uarter in time to admit of its 
act'ompanymg this hotter 

T have the honor to 1 m\ lic y 
(Signed) Wm (JORDON YOUNO, 

Dnrefor of VMlc Indrudlon, 


Fhom 


To 


No t)2 

Tin: INSPECTOR ok SCHOOLS, 

Houih J^rnfjol 


W (JORDON YOUNO, Ksquiuk, 

DiircOo' nf Pahllc I ndnictlon. 


Doted Calcuttd, 2'.]rd 1855. 

Siu, 

Lv accordance with the iii'^tructions (’ontained in the (Jth para 
of vour letter. No 1)5(), dated tiio 2nd dulv, I have the lii>nor to aj»pend 
a biuf narrative or review of the pnnojial ])r(K’e('(liiigs which have 
taken place in connection with the piogress of Educ.ition m my Divihion, 
during the (juartei ending on tlie .‘JKt ultimo, and I have to regiet that 
tln‘ iioii-rei'eipt (T the necessary information on Mjme points has some- 
what delayed its di'' patch 

2 You are aware that my own share in these proa edmgs ha.s been 
confined to tlie last month of the (piarter in (pie^tion, and that vvhatevei 
has boon effectofl has beim mainly through tin; agency of the Assistant 
li^pcV^r, Pundit INhiir Chunder Vidiasjigur, and ins Sub-Inspectois. 

3 It appears from that Otficjr’s narrative for the quarter, and fiom 
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other correspondence, that he took charge of his Office o^the 1st May, 
and that, soon after, he deputed Sub-Iiispecturs to each oT the Districts 
of Nuddea, Midnapf)ro, Hooghly, and Burdwan, for the purpose ot 
selecting villages for tin.* establishnient of Goverrirnont Model School.',. 
At the end of June, the Pundit submitted a propovil for e.stablishing 
certain of the.sf; Schools, but the scheme being incomph*te, and informa- 
tion on ccTtain im[)ortant ]>oints being wanting, he was rc<[uested U) 
submit another Report, after making the neces-sary in<niiries. After 
lurtln.-r visits to tlie interior, made l>y himself and liLs subordinates, ho 
Hul^milted a revi.s(Ml Scluumi and Ih port at the close of July 

4. In tins letter he specified tho nam.s of six Villages m each of the 
four Distrusts above-meutiom'd, as those in which, fioin their size or vhe 
wishes ot the p<‘ople, lie consideh d the Modol Schools might, With most 
advantage, b«‘ (*stabhslic<l In jiH l)nl tour, the inhabitants undertook 
to erect new School liouses, atVording t4‘m|><)iary accomiiiodation until 
that could he doin' , and m the lomaming tour, tin* inhabitants consi'iited 
to Is'ar a poitioii of this ('xpeiise To tln'M* Schools, (uhn'li on the 
averag(' aieexpritcd toha\e lot) pupils each.) tin* Assistant Iiisjx-ctor 
projiosed to attach establishments, costing Unpi cs 70 a month 

o He pn»poscd that, tor a }cai or two Kducation in tin so SchooLs 
shonhl be giatmtons, alter which tune he I'onsidi'iid the peojdo would 
become sniliciently ali\»' to tin' \alue ot the KdiH'ation imp.uted to pay 
a l«'e As a fee w'oiild, in addition t«» the cost ot tin' sUhs and books 
K'lpnn'd in the new Si hooU, ann)nnt to iii.)ir th in tin' oin' oi two aim. is 
the jmpils non pay to (in' ( Juniin.ilMsho\ s, lu thinks tin* oxactnm of a 
fee, at piesent, would detei thoin fioin atti*ndmg tin* new SeiiooU 

() Though piopi'ily lu'longing to tin* pn srnt ipiaitn, it st>oms piop<>i 
to mention heie, (hat, on this Ih'pmt, sou at itiiei* authoii/ed tin' 
<*stahltshnn*nt of live Mo<lel Scho»»ls in eai*h i»f the tv*\ir DistruTs, at an 
('xpi'iisi' of Kiipi'i's oOi'ach, tin' Supreme (Joseinnn-nt basing, in Pi biiiaiy 
hist, saiu'tioiicd the scheme proposed h\ tin' Lieutciiaiit-Goseiiiui, wlikh 
involseil an outlay to the abuse amount. This oidi i was communicated 
to tin' Pundit on tin' day after, and ho h now larr^mg out the measure. 
Mo fees will be cxacti'il dining the tiist si\ months. 

7. I next pu)cec«l to consider tin' measures wliicli have )>een a<lopted 
for the purpose of obtaining ipiaiitioil Teacln'rs for these and for the other 
Schools which wo ho[Ki to osUbhsli with the co-oiK'ration of the people 
thoniseh os. 
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Eaily in May, after consulting you on the subject, the Assistant Inspec- 
tor states that he issued notices inviting candi- 
I Vernacular Teachorsl.ipa to undergo Rx- 

the coininler of several amination in tho Vernacular, at the Sanscrit Col- 

(jf the ScJtool-books pub- 

under Eshur lege. This resulted in the appearance of 200 
candidates from the neighbouring Districts : they 
were exjjmined by Pundit Eshur Chunder and Ills 
Assistant,* and ninety -two passed the test which was adopted. 

<S Those who passed, however, being untit for the improved descrip- 
tion of Education required, a Nonnal School was ojiened at tho Sanscrit 
College last month, for the instruction of these uin(‘ty-two candidati\s. Tho 
S«1 mm» 1 consists of two classes, the higher of which is coiulucted by Paboo 
Vkhoycoomar Diitt. As regards the hutbciency of tins School to supply 
what 1 .^ wanted, this does not se(‘m to be the place to address you, and 
\ou are bcttci able to judge of this matter than I c,in pretend to bo. 

9 The hubject, howevei, is one of extreme im[)ortance, as the success 
of th(‘ CoNonimeiit educational measiin's must diqumd mainly on the 
piop(T education of oui Te.iehers , and I shall take th(' liberty of address- 
ing )ou as M)on as I ha\e \isite<fthe Missionary Normal School at San- 
tipore, ^vhere, hut tor illness, I should have prons'dfsl t(‘n days ago. 

10 A kindred sulijeet i^ that of the pn'jiaration of unproved Scliool- 
iKMiks \ have asked tlu‘ Puiidil to tavor iiK' with his views oil this 
subject, and for a Report as to the books already publLslusi and in eoiirse 
ot pieparation for thesi* Schools, on which subject 1 .also iiitemJ to address 
you as soon as I have received a reply from him I l^arn from liis 
namitive for the (juarOT, that the* following stejis have been taken 
tow aids this eml 

11 Two new works for beginners li.ivo been composed and printed 
.at half an ann.'i each 


The sebool-books known by the name of “ l>odbod»>y " and“Niti- 
bodli ” leave been revis(jd and lo-prinU^'d, to (*osl b.df their former price, 
or twoainuas I believe another woik,aelieap edition of the “ Ri)UpuU*o,” 
has also been published The Pnrulit has also boeii engaged in ininslat- 
ing i'Esop's Fabh s, and in compiling a book on (leografdiy 

12. I will conclude with a brief statement of my own Hbartna tbo 
proceedings of the last mouth of the <[uart<*r. Beside-s visiting and ex- 
amining the classes of the San.scnt College, I paid thirteen visits int) tho 
interior, visiting nine different Schools, some of them more than once. The 

c 
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details connected with my examination of these Schools, and the consi- 
derations arising out of the various circumstances brought to my notice 
on the occamons, I have given iii my diary. In the case of three of them* 
l>eing Anglo- Vernacular Schools, I have, I believe, induced the parties to 
open cheap Vernacular Schools in connection with them. 

13. My main object, however, has been to qualify myself for the 
duties of my office, by the perusal of whatever Reports, correspondence, 
and lx)okg might enable me to decide on tlie numerous important ques- 
tions constantly coming before mo, and by improving tny knowledge of 
the Vernacular language of the country, a thorough acquaintance with 
which is HO essentially necessary in my present position. 

H. I also commenced the careful perusal of the several Vernacular 
l)Ooks in use in the different schools, with the view of ascertaining how 
far they are ailaptod to tlunr object, in what particulars they require al- 
tenition, and in what cases to be wholly replatvd by other works. 

15. roturlis of Indigenous Schools railed for by Goveniraent 
from the local Ollicers of the ditferent Districts not having Ixjcu received, 
with one exception, by the end of the ipuirter under Report, 1 was 
urnvblo to adopt active rnejusures in regiwd to those Schools thmr (‘iilargc- 
ment and remodelling, in which work, I trust, fair proga*ss may be 
made during the piesent (pairtiT. 

16, During tlie month I nceived ajiplications tor (Jmnts in aid from 
two Anglo- Vernaetdar Schools alreiuly in exiMtenco, and one from a 
Vernacular Schooj about to be estubbsbed. On tlie two fonuer 1 have 
re[K)rted, on^he latter 1 hope to Ih) in a po.^itiou to report soon. 

I have, iVe, 

(Signed) HODGSON PRATT, 

/ nsjncfar of South Baigal. 

Nauiiative. 

During the months of May, June and July, my duties ns Inspector 
of Scluxds were combincxl with those of the Rook Agency and with the 
pnqiaration of the Rojwrt of the late Council of Education. The de> 
tails of the BiK)k Agency n'<iuiring almost daily attention, I have been 
unable to make any exteiuleil tour into any District, and have necessarilj 
conhneil my inspection to the Zillahsof the Si-Pergunnahs and Baraset 
In those, however,' the demand for Education is far more earnest and 
goncml than in all the rest of the District ; and during three days in evcr> 
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week, I have been engaged in visiting the Government Schools or pri- 
vate Institutions which required Grants in aid or Inspection. 

The Districts originally assigned for my Inspectorship were Fur- 
recdpore, Dacca, Backergunge,* Mymensing, Tip- 
Sy'het. aad Noakally. Under the Orders of 
Government, dated 26th June 1855, the Districts 
of Sylhet and Mymensing were transferred to Mr. Robinson, and Pubna> 
Jessore, Baraset, and the 24!5*ergunnalis assigned to ma Cliittagong 
lias not officially been assigned to me ; but the Reports of the Schools aro 
forwarded to me as in the other Zillahs. 

My circle therefore includes at the present time the following Districts: — 


1 The 24'-Porgunnahs, 

2 Baraset. 

3 Jessore. 

4 Pubna. 

5 Furreodpore. 


6 Dacca. 

7 Backergunga 

8 Tipjierah. 

9 Noakally. 

10 Chittagong. 


Of these, the first two only have been regularly worked. 

The Director of Public Instruction applied to Government for 
State of Education in Returns of the Native Schools containing fifty boys 
tlicsc DiuiruOi. the ro([uihite orders were sent into 

the MofiLssil. I have only receivi'd them for Furreodpore and Dacca. 
Tlie result shows that the hunt of thirty Ixiys is seldom attrined, or 
that many Schools have lierii omitted. In Dtvcca there are only twenty- 
five Schools, of which thirtooii are in the Town, an<l in Furreodpore only 
five Schools above the limit of thirty Ixiys. From an nocurato survey 
of all the Scliools, great and small, in the Thannah Newahguuge of 
the 2t-Pergunnahs, I am induced to think that many Schools have* 
been albigetlu^r omitted. Newabgunge is the small Pergunnah at tho 
North of tho Zillah 2l!-Pergunnah.s ; and from the l^ad success of the 
Government Vernacular School at Muneramj>orc‘, the demand for 
Education does not appear to l>e groat, yet I find in this Tliannah 
3 Schools containing 50 Boys and upwards. 

2 ,, 40 and less than 50 

2 30 „ 40 

11 n 20 „ 30 


26 
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Of thcsse twenty -«ix Schools, seven Schools, or 26 per cent, contain 
more than thirty l)oy8. I therefore arcrue that omissions have occurred 
to a great extent in the R^iturns from Dacca and Furreedpore. 

In a letter which I lately addressed to the Director of Public In- 
struction on general Education for the masses, I .show(3d, from the results 
arrived at in the Educational Census of England ami Wales, that we 
might, in llengal, expect to Hnd 25 per cent, of the population between 
the ages of four and twelve years, that i.^ in the age tit for Educiition ; 
that of this number the girls would be and the boys ; and as the 
girls for statistical jiurpost's may be oinithMl in an Educiition Census of 
llengal, that there would remain ne-arly !) p«-r cent ot the [lopulation as 
Ixiys fit lor instruction. If, fiom various caiw?^, 25 per cent, of this num- 
ber are disabled from attending Schools or are instrucUsl at home, which 
is the proj’xirtion allovvisl in England, there would still remain m^aily / 
per CH'iit. who might att(?nd School. The n‘sult is shown m tin' accom- 
panying Table : — 


ai-lVruuiinilli’*, I'vluHivc f 
ol i iiK uU.i, S 

U’lnwot, 

JoHNorn, 

Kiirroo4|s>rt\ 

1 hviS’fi, 

Tubniu 

IliU’lo'rKnnuf', 

Tijipornh, Nottkoll), 


Total, 





^ : 

- 


7 s 

ti 

u 

3 

'(•pulatitiii 

It) V 

3j 

^ if 

£ £ /. 

f -y 





4,01,0 »0 

U.40O 

a 2, ‘270 

ini 

4.st;,oo0 1 

4 : 4.7 to 

lt.020 I 

1:0 

S.'Cl.OOO 

so.iro 

02 .M 0 

1 1 to 

'•.'iT.ooo 

70.1*10 

.w '»’»0 

12 -. 

.'>,42.000 

4S.7SO 

17 ,'MO 



77..'.>0 

Chi..’, to 

17 1 

7 , ' 17, 000 

fA'\ m 

1 .71. '.00 

•2 M 

1 , l7l.»H>0 

l.Jl.l'lO 

1 '• »,o7 ' 


o.ni.«K )0 

1 s.i.no 

[ oo’iv* 

1 172 

0.S’>S,OiM> 

1 0,17.220 

^ 1,^0, 0(,0 

i 1711 


1 


144 
1 to 

70 


.1.71 


According Ia) the pro|)<irtioii t>f tlio^' ai'tually m S« hool to the re>t 
in England, tlie total nmnlH^r m Ihmgal would, tait of iIu m' 4..S0,0G0, be 
3,80,000 lx>ya Put theri' are now under instruction m 

Oovornmont EngUsh Schools 1 ,7 1 1 

Qo\eruiucut Vernaevdar Schools, dot 


2,065 
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Etiucation for the iiia&sos luus tliereforo to be coiiimenceJ iu Ejwt 

On the 3r<i July I nominated three Sub-Inspcctors, but only one of 
them commenced his duties during the month, 
Ptji» luspittors. 27th instant. The Director of 

Public In^tnictlon has sjinctioned the mniunations which I have hitherto 
made. I am afraid that the alumni of the Calcutta Colleges will bo 
but ill-qiiahtied to stand the discomfoits of Inspecting Schools, in the 
watery Dntncts of East IVngal, and that my chief supply must lie from 
Dacca. 

]lab )0 Jogutchunder P>auneijee, the Sub-Insjxrtor of tlie 2t-Pi'rguir 
and B.ir.us(‘t, ^Ya^, for many years, th(‘ H» ad Nativa' Teac*her ol the 
(ii'neral AsMunbU’.', Seliodl, and, m this eapaeity. had the training of tho 
siilKU'dinati* Teaelu'rs He is of eoms(‘ tlmrongldy diilled into tho 
Stotcli system of E<lucation, as ])nrsued m that Institution, ami whieh 
f u the juiiior classes, h so thoioiiLih and aeeiuate as to have little ti> 1)0 
(lesired He Is, moroo\er, a tair ihsigah Seliolar, and highly ies])ect(‘d 
))\ his counti \ nifii For soim* months previous ti) his appointnmnt, 
he dis(‘haiged th(‘ duties ot Daiogah ot the D.ii nu kpore Peigunnah, to 
.Mr. Fergu^^oI^s ('iitiio .satistaetion Hi>. personal stnuigth and p«»\vers 
of eiidniing lahgue won- tiled in tliK eipa<Mty. and not the hast indnei*- 
imsit tor inv m leetioii ^^.Ls his ahilily to walk tueiit) oi thiity miles at a 
time, without iH iiig exhausted 

The sM’eiid appomtiiKiit was that of IJahoo Fertahuaiam Singh, one 
ot the fust students ot tin* highest elas^ in the IVesideie y (’ollege, and 
absulutfU the hr^t (d all the ( 'olh-^i's m his marks lor Ik-rigali He is. 
tlie ^nu ot a rieh /euundar at J»eeil»Ii«)oiu, and has be<-n aj)pointed to 
Piihna, but has not y»*tjoine^I his sitii.ition J am afraid that the l.ihorious 
duties of a Snl)-Inspeetor are not siiiteil t<» his tempommeul ForJessoro 
J ha\.- nominated Ku<>mc haul Sinar of the Cin-ntal SeiMinary. 

Foi Furit‘o(lpitie 1 ha\e s«’h cti d Mi>on.she«* Allah. ^ad Khan, of tlh* 
Calcutta Mu‘lriv<i 'J'his Mussulman i.s the hju of tlic former Librarian 
of Fort William (’ollege, and will, from bis f.irnily connection, bavaj 
intlueiice in that District H** and WarrLs All of Hoogbly, arc the only 
two Mussulmans who liave ever attoinpte^l to pa.ss the Senior Scholarsliip 
Examination, They Ixftli accquitted theniw-hes well. 

I hayo selected from ninety-six candidates, Mr Rickdt^ for the Snb- 
Ins{)ection of liiu'rLsaul, but have not }ct lua^Jc tho nomination. I recoin- 
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mend that the appointments for Zillahs beyond the Megna be filled up 
with Dacca men. 

In all these nominations I require the Sub-InspKJctors to pass an ex- 
amination in Tuckers Notes on Education, and Stowe’s Training System 
or some other e<|uivalent works, Ixiforc entering on their duties. All the 
a[)pointment8 have boon made on probation. In consequence of these 
circumstances, I have to report only the results oi 

My own iniipot: inspection, and the information I have 

obtained as to the general state of Education in my District The Bap 
tist and Indiqxuident Missionaries have favored me with some statements 
as to JoHsoro, Dacca, and Burrisaul, and have promised more. 

The ].»ocal Committeiis have sent in the Reports of the Governmotit 
Anglo-Veniocular Schools to the end of April 18.').) to the Director of 
Bubhe Instruction, an<l these contain the fullest Jiccounts of the large 
Government Scliools. It will lx* unnecess.'iry for me to detail the infor- 
mation therein contvined, which will come before Governmiuit from the 
Director’s Oilicc. 


The only Gov(‘niment Anglo-Vernacular School in this District is at 
24 -P(TKMinnal» 8 , Unr- Barrack [V)re, and, jus the allowance from the Durbar 
rarkiK)ri\ Fund IS Only Rupees 81), while the regular Zillah 

Schools have from the Education Fund Rupees 2o0 per mensem, 
it cannot rise to so high a standard It is a \ cry fair spi*cimcn of a 
second clas.^ Zillah School, in which instruction is given up to a limit 
one year Indow the Junior Scholarship SUuidard. I have visited this 
School on thu'o occjisions, once in May and twice in June On the first 
(KX^ion, I direchxl attention to the neglect of mental Arithmetic and 
drawing of Maps ; on the secoiul occasion, that of distribution of Prizes, 
I required inca'JUsiHl care in writing ; and on the third I considcro<l the 
best means of enlarging the ScluHil-houso, which is now full to over- 
llowing. 

This Vernaculai^ School is situated to the North of Barrackpore. On 
my iuBjiection in May I found it in a miserable 
comlition, and recommended certain changes which 
liayo been sanctioneil. The Pundit is iin|X)pular in the neighbourhood, 
and had boon negligent of his duties, as the filthy state of the School 
testified. I recommended his removal He has lately been alarmed at 
the prospect of dismissal, and has shown unwon tetl energy and skill, 
will however be removed from Monoramnore. but mav nerbans be 
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trioil on a reduced salary, in some School whcro ho will be under ri- 
gid superintendence. 

This School is situated eleven miles South of Calcutta, and was 
established by Lord Hardingo, forming ono out of 
the celebrat(‘d 101 Schools. The Local Com- 
mitU'C have attached an English Dei^rtment to the Govenmient Ver- 
nacular School, and |iay the sjilary of the Teaclier from the Schooling- 
fees, but the effect of the lulditioii has not been favorable to the study 
of Bengali. There are sixty Imys in the English, and forty in the 
Bi ngali School. 

This School is knomi m the neighlHUirhood hy the name of tlio 

* , Joynuggiir School, luMiig situati^d near that niace of 

jnlgriinage It is sitnati d about thirty miles South 
of Calcutta, on the Calcutta and Culpec^ Road. In dry wcatluT the 
place i> aoco.'Oiible , but ni tlio raiiiy season tin* lo.ul, or ratlu r the tract, 
mi^call(‘(l a nvid, is impassjilile The Pundit of tlii.s School 1i:ls had to 
Contend NMtli great ditluulties fiom leiioiaiiee mid bigotry of the jic'ojile ; 
but, in spite oi all ojijioMtion, the School numbers sixty boys, and is in 
an eftioieiit stat-e. It lias been vi'^ited only twice iii the last seven years, 
by the Colleetnr, rh , once b\ Mr (Irote, and once by Mr. Layley. 

Tiie above Schools are the oidv (h)vernmeiit Institutions in the 

Kuswipii -lah - LPergunnalis wiih the exception of tho Boarding- 

scliool for the M\s(inj Pnnci's at Rfissapuglah, 
which is o[x n as a Day-.school to the people of the neighhourhuod. The 
experiment of the Boarding-school was alopted at the earnest request of 
the entire family of the Mysore Princes The old Day-school for tho 
Princ(\s was rc-constnictcd. The largest palrice at Kus.s;ipugkih was made 
over for the use of the School the instructive st^iff increased, and evi^ry 
appliance for the comfort and InaJth of the }oung Pi inc(‘s liberally 
granted The completenc.s.s of the arrangenn’iits reflects credit on Mr. 
Scott, the Master of tho Day-school, and he w.as nominated to the* Head 
MasU rsJiip of the Boarding-.school, but pnvaR* and pyblie cireurnstanrcjs 
combining to lessen his influence with the Princes, In* w;ih removed to 
Dacca College, and Mr. Conroy, fron Moorshcdaba^l appointe<l in his 
place. The Snpenutendent of the Mysore PnneeH, Major Herbert, has 
been indefatigable m hts exertions for the gW of the Schwl, and, if tho 
new Head Master brings the feelings of a lather and guardian to bear on 
his work among these neglected boys they may be reformed, othenviw 
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*»»p^ tteajoiw fe y»'‘M- 
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Wi!Wt fl««tet# ara^ both among tto 
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Ml i^^tefs ai^e, I now liiq^ jmc^^ satii^ctoiiiy, 
lie pme Sefaoohi in the neighborhood of Calcutta are numeror 
«wl eome of them b a very efficient state I hare every whae beeti 
^red^thtbegmteel kfndne«,aad requested to my aspee- 
%«enUy as po«1de. wen in Schoola whose managemr^ 
intend I# present to apply for dd. ^ 

kent of India, wrhe received m my Office on the Slst Jrfy. Between 

W np. aadkeappboants were requested to modify their pronosalB 
^ to bnng tiiem within the limit assigned by the Kulea The annK 

m!ili£’ SfS" “ *'“'‘1™'' B**. ii, 

Borooi* TMkttrpiikur* * 

. % Oalwtta I visited several Schools and conducted the Teachershin 
^i^^on in be Pre^denoy Oollego. During the months of May «rd 

Sto STS’ ”' !^£?T " a™,- 

the CWNtesmBmigd ocoipW me smae hours daily ^ 

enoonn^/ The 

J%W«Biart Jk^ aid Vwnacular Sdiool is in a verv mtinfiLaiL.- 

taf t T" bSLTS 
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The Boarding-eehool at Baraeet » unexoeptiMiable m |Krat d nitt^ 
ness and ordm:, but tiie support |pven is 
Bouding^ooL ating and nevw: any time extenasoi ffijE 

boardms has been the maximam during tiie past year. The buddmg b 
very convenient for studmits j and sevond boys lo^[e time irto*brtr4 
with thtir Kends in the town. The fee far boarden- is two nqieet 
monthly, tmd for lodgers only four annas . 

The Agricultural Class is not so numeranriy attmided (» so enefge- 
^y carried on as farmerly. The sespe^able' 
^*'********* castes of Hindoos consider mmiuiti bdloac dhaqur- 

taUe^ and nothing but ttte genuine enilmriasm oi the Mastiff cab cdh^^ 
the pasBve ledstance the hoya I i^iret to say wwk in % 
ffCfdmi is n^ a pq^ilaroowipatimiammig the students, Ifaknosrie^ 
rf J^ricititare and Botwy ««e nwde to " ^y” in the pdlaiK J^ff 
lie case mig^t be (U^itei^. A BenipSlad wfll sto%;^ 
the d^ a^ half ti» ft Sebe^Oship, ftnd all^g it tiw h<^ 

div^ed to Idfteratesi and Mi^ieqaa^ trad dSie^ to » 
idUae titiwe g^vra to fikaiqr thi^et» tintt® ii no dWA 
m iiraitiah«dwsra_^'h^v'M’iiia^ as nw,fBMp%-ftd^^ 

,1^.^ pite 
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\vliil(j llii‘y ar(' colistaiitly at a distance froi^i all medical aid. 
Idioy must also friMpienily have eases of sudden illness brought 
to their notice, where timely aid from the Medicine Chest 
would bo tbe means of saving life. 

41 T1 le establishment of Book Agencies and Shops at 
Towns in the interior of Districts other 

Uook Ag(']ioie.s. 1 o 1 1 

than the Sudder Stations (where ilie 
Scliool Book Society already has Agencies) proceeds, though 
slowly Thiee have been established dining the Quarter, — two 
m Midiiapoor and one iu Rajshye. From these Agencies, 
and those pieviously established, eighteen Indents were le- 
ceived dmmg tlic Quartej for 4,399 Volumes, nearly all of 
whicli weio, of couiso, merely School Cooks 10{) Volumes 
more were indented for on account of Piizes to aided Verna- 
culai Schools. 


4.J. In November I addressed tlie School Bonk Society, 
asking them to help me m piomotiug, thiough the means of 
those Agencies, the sale of Vernacnlav Woiksin General Litera- 
tmeof a useful and healthy chaiacter among adult readers, 
llie Eeveiend Mr. Long having, at my reijuest, fnrni.slied mo 
with a list of such Woiks, I rccpiested the Society to direct 
their Secretary to make arrangements with the Publishers 
and Proprietors of tlioso Woiks, with a view to their being 
supplied both to their own Agents and to the Mofussil Agonfa 
appomted under the Deputy Inspectors. 


4G This will piobably bo acceded to liy the Society ; but 
^ that the great object of 

Society. the lowns and Villages of 

Bengal with cheap Books, is not likely 
to be carried out efficiently by this Society, unless it makes a 
radical change in its present maehijiery. If the Society could 
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not supply a few Zillah Schools with Books without enormous 
delays and at unreasonable expense, it is not likely tliat they 
will be able to undertake such a Work as I have now indicated 
I am only stating what I believe to be the opinion of the 
Members themselves, and I hope they will take the lemedy 
into their own hands. 


47. The Public Libraries have not all sent me tlicir Statis 
tical Returns for the' Quarter ; hut tlu^ 
following is an Abstract of such as 

I have received : — 


Public Li])ivu’ieM. 


j 

Ni) (if Pcixoiis I 

usiiii' Libiciiy. i u 1 ,• b()now('(l. 

1 Subscriptioiih 


I 


Mouislu'd.ibad . 

30 

ill 0 0 

170 

Bill’d wan 

125 

„ 8(! 10 0 

28!) 

Midii.ipoor^ 

110 

„ 104 8 0 

2!) 7 

Ncitioic . . 

40 

:37 H 0 

275 


Forty liiipees worth of Vernacular Books have ‘been sup- 
pliiu.l, at the expense of Government, to t]ie Public Libiaiies 
at Bancoorah, Nattore, and Soory. 

48 Understanding that Baboo Sliamachurn Sircar (Sui ma) 
was about to publish a new edition of 
Liieiaturc. valuable Bengali Grammar, 1 uigcd 

upon him the desirability of reducing its pi ice, as I found it 
difficult to insist upon its inti oduction into tlie aided Vb‘rna- 
ciilar Schools, while the price remained so high. He inloims 


^ For a i)ievious 
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me lliiit tlie greater part of the last irapres'^on remains unsold ; 
but that he is willing to reduce the price at present to 1 0 
annas, and when another edition appears, to a lower price. I 
should bo glad to see the unsold copies purchased by Govern- 
ment at cost price, with a view to their being sold at a 
reduced rate to the Village Schools, 


49. 


TJio 

Oaictk, 


The circulation of the Education Gazette continues' 
steadily to increase. On the lUst Janu- 
Edu cat ton circulation in the Mofussil was 

370* and in Calcutta 107,— altogether 
477,— which, I believe exceeds, that of any other Vernacular 
hlewspaper in Bengal. The Editor receives every week a 
large number of communications, many of them valuable and 
interesting, and I have been eveiywhere assured that the 
paper is as popular as it is useful 

50. Duiing the Quarter, the Department has received va- 
luable aid fiom Mr. Cockburn, the Commissioner of Cuttack ; 
Mr. Wigram, Magistrate and Collector of Bcerbhoom ; Mr. 
Chapman, Magistrate of Rajshye ; and from Mr. Cockerell 
Magistiate of Hooglily. 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

HODGSON PRATT, 
Inspector of Schools, South Ikugal 


* The laigofet cjicnlatum i.s lu the Ilibtncts of Mooishcdabatl, Miiluapoor 
niiKh\aij, liooglJy, 24-rcrguuD.iLs, Dacca, aiul Niuldea. ^ 
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No. 612. 


To 


The inspector of SCHOOLS, 

East Bengal. 


The director of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

Dated Fort William, 2ord May 1857. 

Srn, 

I HAVE tlic honor, in accordance wltli the instructions 
contained in your Circular, No. 97(i, dated 12th May 18^)6, to 
forward my Report for the Quarter ending 31 st January 1857. 

2. During the first half of the Quarter under report, I was 
suffering under a violent attack of illness, arising from una- 
voidable exposure to the sun and rain, while inspecting Schools 
in the Southern parts of the 2-t-Pergunnahs. Mr. Pratt took 
charge of the Office in my absence. The remaining six weeks 
of the Quarter were occupied in the inspection of Schools at 
Akyab and Kyouk Phyoo. Owing to the utter absence of all 
conveyance by land, and the irregularity of that by sea, this 
tour occupied a much longer time than was necessary. As the 
mail is carried along the new road from Chittagong to Arra- 
can, I thought it possible that a dawk also might be laid ; but 
on applying for that purpose to the Post Office Authorities at 
Akyab, I found land travelling to be an impossibility. It is 
only with great difficulty that runners for the mails can be 
maintained. No inhabitant of Akyab had ever heard of a 
land journey to Chittagong, except by the Engineer Officers, 
who have elephants and other means of conveyance not avail- 
able for ordinary travellers. 
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Church Missionary Society, has a valuable English School at Bhaiigul- 
poro, with 150 boys upon its registers. Oridhari Lai, a Vakeel of the 
Judge’s Court, has also an Elementary School, in which English is 
taught, with an attendance of some fifty boys ; and the merchants and 
zemindars of Durbiinga, in Tirhoot, support an English School establish- 
ed at the instigation of th(3 late Collector, Mr. G L. Martin, where sixty or 
seventy boys may be taught On tho whole, then, we may reckon that 
TotAl of Enfflinh In- ^^hout 1,350 boys are now studying tho English 
8tructlon in the Provinco. language in the Province of Bchar. I tiust that 

private enterprizo rna} soon enter the field to an extent more conimen- 
Burate with tho demands of the country. 

4. Although the number now studying our language and litoratii're 
CaiwoH of tho pros- Jct, a very sm.'ill proportion of the hoys who, 

porlty of English Schools reasonably hope, will eventually do so, 

still, tho rapid advancement of the last few years deserves a f(‘w words of 
explanation, though I am not sure that I can satisfactordy account for 
tho whole of the n'sults ohUiined. The gi eater pait of the iinp(dus 
givOn is, no doubt, duo to the impression that has got abroad that all 
preferment und(T Oov(M*nment will ho distributed in future only t^> 
those knowing English, and this impetus has Ixm'u gK'atly stn'iigtlumed 
by tho largo demand whieh ha.s aiiseu for lads ac([uamtod with English 
on tho Railroad, the Gya road, i^'e. Soimdhing may p(‘ihaps he attiihut(‘d 
to an incroasi'd dosin' for knowledgt* aiismg from tho appri'ciatioii of 
what has been already attained : wlulo I al.M) tiiiiik we mav recognize some 
laint glimmerings of tho aeknowledgment of a piineijde, which I tnist, 
will, ere long, ho fully e.stal dished^ that the education of a Native gen- 
tleman is not eomjdote without the knowhslgo of the English lan- 
guagi’. Still, a.s yet, the desire for English can scarcely be siiid to ho 
Bi)ontam‘OUs ; and inucli of the success attained woiihl not ha\e hei'n 
reached but for tho exertions of the local Othcers and of tho M listers 
themselves. 


5. Tho short ix-riotl during wliich many of the Schools have been in 


^ Hcneral character of existence Will prepare you to hoar that the Educa- 
Educatiun d>cn, *•••.!• 

tion given in them is, as yet, of an elementary 

character. Even in those which have been longer established, the stand- 
ard attained is, tor reasons to which I shall presently allude, not very 


My tour and >mprc«- 
SlOUii. 


high. My tour of ins|)ection was made in the 
month of March, and you arc alrca'dy in possession, 
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some^Yhat in detail, of my impressions. I was generally well pleased with 
the industry and attention of the Masters, most of whom seemed atle- 
quately interested in the great cause in which they arc engaged Mr. 

Twenty man. Head Master at Patna, is peculiarly 

The Masters. ^ 

distinguished in this respect. He and Mr. Platz 
at Chupra are both very valuable men in the Department, full of zeal 
and energy. Mr. Godfrey, at Arrah, and Mr. Hanvey, at the Branch 
School at Patna, are also very popular among all classes and do their 
(jya duty well. ^Pundit Bal Makund and fBaboo 

Bhaugulporc. 

are both deserving of the 
greatest credit for the flourishing condition of their Schools, in each also 
(Uk*, not a little, to their own personal exeition and popularity. At the 
same time, I must endorse an opinion which I found to be entertained 
generally at both places both by the Kuropean and Native communities, 
that such Institutions sliould be superintended by Englishmen. It would 
be in the liighest degree unjust to take any step adverse to the interests 


of either of these meritorious Officers, but the means may probably bo 
found of effecting the rc([uisite improvement Nsithout doing so. The 
only Officer whom 1 found to be deserving of censure wiw the Hi‘iwl 
Master of the Purnoah School, who uptieared very ignorant both of the 
condition of his School and of the duties of his situation. 

6. I cannot speak so favorably ot the system followed at our Schools, 
nor of the* practical lesults it is likely to insure, 

of InltrucuLr*^ ^ 

employing. The fact is that tlie curricidum 
followed in our Zillali ScIkjuIs appears to mo to have heen inteiidisi, 
originally, a.s the first part of a general course of study fur the aaiuisi- 
tion of English Literature. It is not my wish to express any opinion as 
to how far that course, considered its a whole, is adapted for that object, 
but I am convinced that the course ot instruction at our /illali ScImaiIs, 


if looked upon, as c<impleU 3 in itself and unconnected with any Hubsc- 
queut aim, is, in a high degree, defective. That it ought to 1x3 so nxAcd 
upon and adopted is evident from the fact that the gnat majority of 
our lx)ys never think of ful lowing up thcir E<lucation even up to tho 
standard of the Junior Scholarship, while in Behar, all without excep- 
tion leave School upon obtaining that standard. I have been told that 
tho present system is well adapted to the acfpusition of the English lan- 
guage, and that it would be hopeless during the few )ears during which 
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a boy attends a Zillah School to attempt to give him much general Edu- 
cation in addition to teaching him a new and difficult language. I say 
that, if this be true, our English Education must rapidly fall into con- 
tempt, and will do little more good than the old faulty system of the 
Moulavies and Pundits. In fact we shall be perpetuating the fundamen- 
tal error of their systems, that of confounding language, a mere 
vehicle, with knowledge of which it should be tlie servant To teach 
a boy English is, I conceive, to teach him nothing useful, unless 
at the same time you lay open to him the stores of which English 
is the key. 

7. But from the principle asserted in the objection referred to in the 

last paragraph I entirely dissent I think that 

Kemcdlfw proposed. v* a • c x j i 

we might combine the acquisition of a great deal 

more useful knowledge than is now made in our Schools with at least 
ns successful a philological result The success of the system followed 
at many Missionary Institutions proves this. I would therefore pro- 
pose the final rejection of such obsolete works as Goldsmiths Essays 
and Traveller, with a great many others which it might bo overbold to 
specify. Let us, too, boldly escape from the pedantic English custom, more 
than ever absurd in this country, of teaching a child the histories of 
people and communities long since obliterated before he knows any 
thing of his own country and times. I confess it has stnick me 
as ludicrous to Hud snudl Hindoo boys puzzling over the half my- 
thical Histories of Cavimus and Coriolamus, of Dunstan or Boadicea, be- 
fore he has ever heard of Akbar and Auniugzebe, of Clive or of Warren 
Hastings. 

8. But, however well laid out may bo the studies ujl to the Jimior 

Scholarship, w'o must confess that if wo can 
forJ*umor persuade no boys to pursue their studies further, 

wo have done but a small modicum of good. 
Owing to the groat distance of the Colleges to which thd Bchar Schools 
are affiliated, no Bchar boys have hitherto attempted more than the 
Junior Scholarship Standard. I have now proposed that Patna should 
be at ojico raised to the rank of a Collegiate School, pending the 
establishment of a College which will ere long bo a necessity. You 
havo assented to tho principle of my proposal, and I trust in my 
next Rejwrt to bo ablo to refer to the accomplishment of this great 
improvement. 
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9. The Zillah Schools were placed under my charge subsequently 
to my general tour, and I have consequently ef- 
Aiterations introduced fected but few general improvements, A better 
arrangement of the working hours in some elites, 
and the introduction of some practical studies, comprises all the alter- 
ation that I have effected. I do not think that many minor reforms 


vdll be necessary. 


10. It will not escape the notice of Government, that the cause of 
English Education in Behar is in a peculiar con- 

Oeneral remarks upon ditioti. After ages of darkness and indifference 
the state of English Edu- ‘ i i i i x i i 

cation in Behar. Means the tldc lias tunied, and no doubt we have a grand 


for fits further advance- 
ment. 


opportunity in our hands. 


I think that any one 


kno^ving the condition of Boluir, where supersti- 


tion and bigotry and ignorance contend for the pro-cinincnco, must re- 
cognize the special and peculiar necessity of doing all in our power to 
take advantage of such a favorable occasion. The importance, politi- 
cally and pbilantliropically speaking, of introducing sound Kuropeau 
knowledge into the Province can scarcely be over-rated, and, I Ixilieve, 
a little fostering liberality might do much towar.ls effecting thia I can 
scarcely believe then that it can lie seriously intended, just at this 
juncture, to reduce the assignments to the important Schools at Bhau- 
gulpore and Patna, as has been intimated to the bocal Committe-es at 
those' places. Such a course, esiiccially at Patna, would he’ruiuativo. 
Rather let us give the favorable movement fresh impulse by every 
meaas in our power, by appointing the most efficient Masters w6 can 
procure, by improving our system to the uttermost, and by reducing 


the fee for beginnerH. 


11. It appears to me tliat the principle of f(.‘es is not defensible up- 
on financial grounds. If the exaction of a foe 
Fees— their true prin- operate, to any extent, to prevent boys from at- 
tending the School, it is not to the money receiv- 
ed from those who do atUnd that we must look for an’cquivalent to out- 
balance the loss to the State of the check given to the spread of European 
knowledge among the rising generation Such an equivalent may be found 
in the increased attention and more regular attendance that may be 
looked for, from those who pay for their schwling. But the fee should 
be no larger than what is sufficient to secure these objects without tend- 
ing to decrease the attendance ; and I think that eight annas should be 
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the largest fee exacted for boys under ten years old who are studying the 
mere rudiments of knowledge. 

Popular Education. 

ii. But, however great the importance that I attach to the spread 
Popular Education, English Education, I must carefully explain that 
our great miaaion. j upon it only as the accessary of our far more 
important and more difficult mission, viz.y the introduction of a system 
of Vernacular Education for the masses. The attempt to do so in a new 
era in the History of our occupation of this great country, and, I now pro- 
pose to detail, with some care, the operations which have been commenced 
for this purpose in Behar. 

13. It is unnecessary here to dwell upon the prevalent ignorance of 
iKnorenceofthcmu.- masses of our population, an ignorance gross 

and so firmly established by long custom, that 
tyrant so doubly tyrannous in India, that even the more enlightened 
among the higher classes can scarcely be persuaded that it would be 
right or necessary to remove it even were it at once leasable, while the 
lower classes themselves are quite content to acquiesce in the theory that 
Education is of no use to them. 

14. These feelings acquire a deepened hue in Behar. We have to 
Fwiing* of tho people contend against the most profound indifference on 

in Behar on Education. thoso whom we desire to benefit, 

varied occasionally to active resistance through the agency of supersti- 
tion and suspicion, or tho instigation of the influential classes, who have 
not only a religious antipathy to assisting us in such an enterprize, but 
anticipate, shrewdly enough, that the spread of knowledge might make 
their inferiors more indejKindent of them, and consequently less valu- 
able chattels. Indeed all classes seem to combine in rejecting all know- 
ledge as something, they know not what, profane and dangerous. The 
most absurd objections find a voice : I have been seriously told by a well- 
educated man, that to make the attempt to spread Education generally 
was an unjustiflablo invasion of the vested rights of the Moulavies and 
Pundits, while the Moulavies and Pundits, on their part, affect the 
greatest contempt for a knowledge of which they are profoundly igno- 
rant, and, being tlie immemorial authorities on these subjects among the 
people, coutrive to spread pretty generally their own prejudices against 
a system which they guess would rapidly oust them with thJir anti- 
quated and preienUous ignorance. 
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15. People have gradually forced themselves to acknowledge the 

English Schools as a necessity ; not that they 

Reasons for apprecia- i r i . 

ting English EdncaUon have, at present, any value for our learning, but 

notwithstanding. Consider the aoquisition of our language as 

necessary for the advancement of their children in this hfe, and there- 
fore overcome their suspicions as to what may be the effect of this mode 
of Education upon their prospects in the next For the study of this 
hated knowledge in the Vernacular, there is no such inducement ; on 
the contrary, they consider the study of the Vernacular as dishonor- 
able, and in no case to be pursued further than is necessary for their 

Other general difflcul- business. If it be remembered that, with 

ties in our way. these difficulties from without, we have to 

work with agents themselves strongly suspicious of our motions and 
altogetlier incapable of entering into or appreciating our plans, and that 
we propose to ourselves no less an aim than to induce tho people at 
their own charge and expense, to take measures for the acquisition of this 
knowledge, some idea of the difficulty of tho enterprize upon wliicb wo 
are embarked may bo gathered. 

16. You will perhaps think this an overdrawn picture. I do not 

believe it to be so. It is certainly anything but 

Retwns for going into gjj agreeable one. But if wo hope to euro a 
wound or heal a disease, wo must probe to tho 
bottorti and disclose every symptom, however loathsome, otherwise 
what chance is there of our applying tho right remedy ? Hojieless as 
is the state of things which I have ilescrib(*d at the first glance, I still 
do not despair. Mtigna est veritafi ei prevalehit. 
Knowledge is mofc than a match for ignorance 
suspicion and liatred combined, and will, in time, become a necessity 
even in Behar. We may not at present see our way very clearly. You 
Sir and I may work on without discernible results, but success will 
come at last, and I have strong faith that our country is the destined 
agent for its accomplishment 

17. In addition to such obstacles as are peculiar to no special period, 

8p«W «dd«.ul Ob- ^ you that in judging of the 

•tftclet of the period now results of our first quarter’s operations, due weight 
reported on. should bc given to the special accidents which 

have mlitated against us during that penod ; the principal of these 
was the design of depriving the jail prisoners of their lotaha This is 


Still do not deipair. 
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still universally believed to be the opening act of a general scheme of 
which the Educational System is supposed to be a part for the forcible 
conversion of the Natives to Christianity. “We understand” is the 
significant answer frequently given to my subordinates, “ Udh/xr Ma- 
ffidrate Sahib khUdte khildte, <mr idhar torn log pan^hdte parhdte ! r 
The fact is, the presentiment is strong and by no means transitory 
that Government will not only attempt to make its subjects Chris- 
tians but will succeed in doing so. The conviction is shared in 
alike by all classes and all sects, and I do not think it is in the power 
of Government to remove it This uneasy feeling is ready to display 
itscdf on the most trivial occasions ; and the circulation lately of a con- 
troversial appeal to the influential Mahomedans throughout the country 
by some person in Calcutta, was, at once, attributed to Government, and 
has cxcit(}d universal alarm among both Hindus and Mahomedans, 
adding materially to the difficulties which beset our plans. We must, 
always have expected that the intention of Government would be at 
first misjudged and connected with proselytizing purposes. It is incom- 
prehensible to tho native mind that any such scheme could be under- 
taken from mere disinterested and pliilantltrophic motives, but tho 

fortuitous occurrences above referred to have 

Sonthals, . ... . , i . 

given a peculiarly active shape to their religious 

suspicions. Added to all this, wo have had tho Sonthal disturbances, 
which havt) so unsettled the two districts of Bhaugulpore and Monghyr 
as completely to stop my operations there, so that, it must be confessed, 
we have met peculiar difficulties in tho introduction of our system into 
tlio Behar Provinces. 

18. It was on tlie 17th April, that final instructions reached me to 

Commeocment of mj operations. The sum of Company’s 

opemUoiw. Rupees 1,250 jx^r month, was then placed at my 

disposal for the entertainment of tho reiiuisite staff of subordinate 
i^ents, and it was eventually settled that six Sub-Inspectors of the first 
grmle should be appointed to Ovssist me on salaries of Company s Rupees 
100 per month each, and twenty of the second grade with allowance of 
Company's Rupees 30 each, to be raised for good services to Company s 
Rupees 35. The arrangeinont of the details of the measures to be 
adupteil, was left very much to me ; tlie instructions contained in the 
Despatch of the Hon ble Court, paragraphs 89 and 93 being^winted 
out for my guidance. 
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19. In that Despatch the system adopted in the N. W. Provinces 

Rejection of my pro- ^ all similar eflforts 

r alof introducing the in other parts of the country. It is due to mv- 

W. Scheme. j r. .1 . . . ^ 

sell to record here that my proposition to intro- 
duce at once into Behar a system of Educational Officers upon the same 
Limitation of my oper- scale as was done in those Provinces was rejacted 
as premature and too expensive. Instead of Com- 
pany’s Rupees 2,300 per mensem, which was the lowest sum tliat 

Sarun, Shahabad, Pat- been sufficient upon that scale, an 

no, Behar, Monghyr, allowance of Company’s Rupees 1,250 monthly 
and Bhaugiilpore. . , •' 

only was assigned to my Division ; and although 
I was at the same time authorized for the present to confine my oper- 
ations to the six Zillalis mentioned in the margin abandoning the im- 
portant Districts of Tirhoot, Purneah and Cliumparun, yet, even in this 
more limited circumference, my measures have been somewhat cramped 
for want of means. 

20. While waiting for my instnictions, I had, as already stated, made 
Selections of Subordi- a tour to all the Districts in my circuit, the main 
object of whicli was to select the reijuisite staff of 
subordinate Officers. Even long before this, I had written privately to 
the Officials at each station, re<iuesting them to make it known that 
such appointments would shortly have to l>e filled up, and k'gging them 
to da their best to procure suitable airididates. The salaries offered were 
ample, but the work is unsuited to the tastes of the people ; and there is no 
opportunity for those exactioas for which Government Officials have such 
a predilection. The duties of the Department, moreover, arc held in tho 
Difficulty in obtaining greatest contempt I myself was urged nut to ac- 
candidatea. appointment so utterly unsuited to a 

“ Hakim.” Whether from tliese causes or from the general prevalence 
of suspicion I cannot say, hut it is certain that I had tho greatest diffi- 
culty in procuring candidates for the appointments c^sjx^cially for the 

higher offices. Indeeil, to this day,* all arc not 
• One or two of the f r >• »» r * 1 • /* 

lower grade appoint- nlleu Up, 1 was fully aware of the importance of 

menta arc Tac.int. securing the services of Natives of the Province, 

especially for the liigher appointments, but eventually I have succeeded in 

procuring only one Bebarl Of the five other Sub-Inspectors, four arc 

Nativea^of the N. W. Provinces and one is a Behar BengidL Hie 

superior efficiency of the one Native of Behar whom I have appointed 
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shows how important it would have been to have nominated such gene- 
rally : but they were not to be procured. One other man at Arrah agreed 
to take the appointment, but resigned it again the next day. His neigh- 
bours made it too hot for him. My early attempts to procure Masters for 
the Government Model Schools were still more completely unsuccessful 
Indeed almost the only candidate I met with was a prisoner in the Jail 
at Motohari who petitioned to the efiect that he would be very happy to 
take service under me when his term of imprisonment was over ! 

21. The peculiar feature of the operations which we have now com- 
Genml outline of our menced in Behar, is the principle so forcibly 

operations, insisted upon by Mr. Adams, in his admirable 

Report of 1838, as the only hopeful basis of any natural scheme of Ver. 
nacular Education for India, the recognition of the Indigenous 
Teachers, to whom the people have always been accustomed, as the 
foundation of all our system. Our first object is to improve these, and 
to induce the people more regularly to employ them. By so doing, 
wo hope to disarm suspicion, and conciliate fho good will of both people 
and Teachers, wliilo we believe that very general good may, if we are suc- 
cessful, bo rapidly effected The more direct plan of establishing Schools 
supported by Government has hitherto always failed ; the sympathies 
of the j)ooplo aro against tliem, and in Behar at least they have never 
been able to keep up any numbers. Even were it otherwise, it 
would bo too oxpctisive a system to admit of any thing like a general 
application. As it is, I lufvc abolished, or am abolishing, the two remain- 
ing Schools upon tho (jld system in the Monghyr District, and intend in 
future, to sot on foot such Schools purely as models. A general system 
of visitation to all the village Miusters ; the inducement of the inhabitants 
of villivges where no Toiicher is found to appoint one for themselves ; the 
Gstabhshmont of these Model Schools ; and the sale of useful Vernacular 
works ; such is a brief programme of the work wo propose to ourselves. 
I now proceed to fill in some of the details and to describe the opera- 
tions of the quarter under each head 

22. I must premise that eventually it k intended that each zillah 

should be divided into a certain number of circuits, 
Distribution of the Sub- \ - -ii oit 

Inspectors cueuit being occupied by one Sub-Inspector 

of the second gratia The size of these circuits it 
is intended so to arrange, as that tho Sub-Inspector shall be able to go 
through them once iu six months, but this arrangement cannot be effect- 
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Actual 


ed without experience. Owing to the paucity of Officers at our com- 
mand, it was determined that their visite should be confined, for the pre- 
sent, to the actual Teachers, only the more important of the vilifies in 
their circuit containing no Teacher being entered 1 therefore made over 
one Thanna to each Officer, with instructions to 
limit his operations in that manner. In practice, 
however, my subordinates have found it impossible to fulfil their duties 
satisfactorily while keeping to the letter of this order ; and many villages 
have been visited whose importance did not justify it, under the impres- 
sion that they might contain Schools. The whole tour of the country 
once completed, it will be easy to lay down a more definite course for the 
future ; but the first tours will no doubt occupy a much longer period 
than any subsequent one. 

23. Each Sub-Inspector carries with him a supply of books for sale to 
Duties of the desire to purchase. He also lends books 

Inspector as to the Vil- to all Teachers who maybe willing to undertake to 

lage Teachers. System to _ , » . , i . x 

l>e adopted fur their im- teach them to their boys ; and wo propose to esta- 
provcmciit. h\k\i a general system under which the pupils of 

all those who do so teach our books will bo examined onco in six montha 

A pecuniary reward of 
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four annas will then bo 
given to the Teachers 
for each l>oy*ptv8Hing a 
Huccossful examination, 
besides prizes of .books 
to the boys themselves 
It is hoped that, when 
confidence is onco ch- 
tablished in the stabi- 
lity of the intentions of 
Government, these inducements will prove sufficient to attract both 
Teachers and pupils, but this will probably require jnore than one six 
months. The marginal table shows the number of Villages and of Teachers 
visited during the quarter in each District and the gross distance travelled. 

21 In judging of this material exposition of the work done, it must 
be remembered that the full complement of 
Officers have not been employed during the whole 
time, and that locomotion is in a great measure stopped during the month 


Work done by Sob- 
Inspectora. 
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of July. The statistics, being for portions of Districts only, are at pre- 
sent nearly valueless ; but I must remark that the number of Teachers 
met with in the Districts of Patna and Behar is larger than I had anti- 
cipated. The result in this respect already justifies sanguine hopes of 
future usefulness, if we are once able to obtain the co-operation of this 
class. It would be premature to express any opinion as to the success or 
failure of our efforts at present. I cannot, how- 
ever, report any very encouraging features About 
200 books only have been accepted on loan ; hut the system of rewards 
has only been very lately settled and is not yet promulgated, so that it is 
Reception of Sub-In- hardly possible to judge of its effects. Of the 
ipcctor by Tcochcra. Teachers visited, many have certainly looked 
upon the advent of the Sub-Inspector with suspicion and dislike, 
if not with actual terror, especially the Mussulman Teachers. A 
Report was industriously circulated at Chuprah, that it had been 
mode a criminal offence to keep a Teacher at all, and that the 
Educational Officers were appointed to report all transgressors. The 
head Sub-Inspector was actually greeted by a poor Teacher with 
a beseeching prayer that his heinous offence might be overlooked 
for this once. Insult and abust), too, have occasionally not been 
spared, though generally evasion only has been resorted to. One 
Teacher did not .know the low Nagri character. Another only kept a 
Sch(X)l difring the rainy weather. A third would do all we pleased 
when the cold weather came, and so on. Many held back from taking 
the loan of our books under a vague fear that some penalty might sub- 
sequently bo demanded of them if their boys were badly taught I need 
not say that my efforts have been directed, as much as pos.sible, to remove 
such fears. I retjuire no engagements and no contract to be entered 
into by those accepting our books on loan, beyond a^promise that, in the 
event of not producing their boys for examination, they will return the 
volume. Of those that have taken our books, by far the greater number 
are residents of tlv> neighbourhood of the large towns. 

25.. In the villages where no Schools were found, I think the recep- 

« .. of the Sub-Inspectors has not been, on the 

Reception of OfRcort . ^ ^ t- i . 

where there wu no whole, unsatisfactory. They were directed, m 

such cases, to endeavour to induce the people to 
combine, either among themselves, or vrith the neighbouring villagers, 
for the support of a Teacher ; the mhabitants of many villages are re- 



( 83 ) 


ported to have expressed their intention of acting upon this advice. Of 
course very few will have carried out the intention they thus signified, 
and it cannot be ascertained, at present, whether any have done so. 
Still more declare their readiness to send their children to any School 
the Government choose to set on foot within reach of their village, paying 
any fee required from them. This is a proposition to which we could not 
generally listen to. The great majority, however, remain for the present 
firm in their ignorance, either at once rejecting all overtures, or pleading 
some excuse, such as poverty, agricultural occupation, In many cases, 
the ryots refer the Sub-Inspectors to their zemindars. The problem has 
yet to be solved how to induce these latter to see it to be their interest 
to forward the Education of their ryots. Some of them are amongst our 
most strenuous opponents. 

26. There is no doubt that our difficulties have been materially in- 
Difficulty from the ge- creased by the fact that our books are printal 
ncral ubc of Ka^abth. Nagari character. 1 am still clear 

that we were right in selecting the character, but it will rejjuiro time to 

overcome the obstacles arising from its use. Tlie statement constantly 

meets us, “ We don't want the Dev Nagari. All our accounts, Putwaree’s, 

and others are kept in Kayasthi." In the North-Western Provinces, 

this difficulty was overcome wiUi ease, by makmg tho Putwarees file 

their accounts in the Dev Nagari. Here these Officers are entirely dis- 

organized and file no accounts at all. I have alremiy hugg^sted that 

much might ho done by an order that all docu- 
Proposed remedy. . i • ir • • 

meets m bummary buits, now prepared in Ivi^asthi 

would in future be re(juircd in the legible and useful Dev Nagari It is 

however, so far satisfactory that tho sale of lx>(>ks has been tlie most 

successful feature in our quarter’s ofXiratioiiH. 


27. The margii^ table shows a sale during the quarter of 

books, valued 
at Company’s 
Rnpeos 
and tho sale 
ia at present 

Two numihM m- 

creasing. The 
books sold are 
those prepar- 
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Hindi Koika 
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ed in the North-Western Provinces, under the able superintendence of 
Mr. H. S. Reid, and embrace every variety of subject in the Educa- 
tional line. The appointment of special Book Agent at all the large 
towns has now been sanctioned, and will be speedily carried into effect. 
These Officers are to be remunerated by a commission of 25 per cent, 
on all sales, to be provided by raising the price of the books commen- 
surately. They have hitherto been sold at cost price. The general 
circulation of these valuable works is most important, and must have a 
speedy effect in removing suspicions and prejudices and exciting a desire 
for knowledge. 

28 . I regret that I cannot yet report the actual establishment of any 
Model Schools. In the commencement of the enterprize, my Sub-Inspec- 

Modcl Schools why have been too much occupied with their multi- 

nonc yot established. farious general duties, to be able to devote much 
time to objects requiring such local attention. Several, however, are now 
being set on foot, and by November I hope to report the establishment of 
a considerable number. To keep up their model character, I am careful 

ChfiFActer W0 propose construct them only on such a basis and of such 
for them. materials as would be within the reach of the vil- 


lagers for whose use wo propose to sot them on foot I have therefore 
recommended that we should pay the Misters only Company's Rupees 
6 monthly, appointing, as a general rule, the best Indigenous Teacher 
we can fidd in the neighbourhood of the proposed model. If the School 
contain more than thirty boys, the scale of remuneration will be pro- 
gressively raised. ^ 

29 . I piopose that, when these Model Schools become efficient, they 

Expedient for Normal ^^80 b« made to act as Normal Schools, for 

Schools. ^1^0 most deserving of the surrounding Village 

Teachers, who might be supported during a limit^ attendance there. 
The Masters of the Model Schools will, in their turn, oe educated at tha 
Central Anglo-Vernacular Schools. 

30 . The only •other matter which requires attending to, is the estab- 

lishment of a Newspaper, which is to be supplied 
Nowspaper. useful articles by various gentlemen, Native 

and European. Mr. Tayler, the Commissioner of the Patna Division, ha£ 
taken this in hand, and arrangements have already been completed with 
the owner of a Press, at Patna. I have applied to the Government foi 
permission to take in copies for my subordinates, and I propose to em- 
ploy them as Agents for the circulation of the proposed Journal 
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31 . In conclusion, I must explain my reason for deviating from your 
Cause of length of directions in extending this Report to so great a 
this Report. length. Being the first of a series which will form 

a record of the History of our Educational operations, I thought it 
nght to omit nothing that may be of importance to refer to hereafter. 
Many matters, introduced into this Report will be extraneous on subse- 
quent occasions, and I have too great an admiration for brevity not to bo 
careful to keep within limits, in future narratives. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

(Signed) R. B. CHAPMA.N, 

Inspector of Sdmls. 
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No. 496. 

From 

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 
To 

W. GREY, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


Dated Fort Willimn, </ii’20//< March, 1856. 


Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. 2115, dated 28tli of 
December, 1855, I have the honor to submit a narrative of procced- 


Nn. — , dated '27th February, from II, Tratt, Inspector 
of S( hoolb, South lk*ngal 

No. — , dated 29tli February, from U. B. Chapman, 
Ksq , Inspector of Sehoola Behar 
No 107, dated 28lh Febriuir), from II. Woodrow, Ksq , 
Inspector of St Imols Fast Btui^oil 
No 276, dated 2911i Feluuury, from W Uobinson, E.st] , 
Inspectiir ol Schools N"rlh-Kust Benj^ul 
No 7 1 , dutt‘d 2Stb Ffliniarv, from Pundit IsMir Chun- 
dt r biinna, Asbist Inspeelor of Schools South Bui^ml. 


ings in tlio Kdiicutioii 
Dc])artrncnt for tim 
quarter ending 31st of 
January last, togotlicr 
with the original Re- 
ports noted m the 
margin, 


2. Replies having been received from tlio Governments of Bengal, 


University. 


Madras, Bombay, and the North- VV e.st JVovinces, 
containing the opinions and suggestions of those Go- 


vernments and of the Educational Authorities subordinate to them with 


regard to the Reports of the University Sub-Committees, those replica 
t\cre printed and circulated to the Members of the General Committee; 
and a Meeting of that body to eonsider the opinions -and sugge.slioiiu 
thus offered has been fixed for tlic 2.'5th instant. It i.s jirobablc that 
measures will now be taken for completing the Cnivor.sity Scheme at aii 
early date. 

3. In regard to the Colleges, there is little in connection with tho 
quarter under review which culls lor special notice. 
Tlic serMces of Mr. Theobald, one of the Professors of 
Law in the Presidency College, were dis[>cn 5 ed with in December last, 
and Balm Sumboo Nath Pundit, Junior Government Pleader in tlio 
Sudder Court, NNas appointed in Ins place. Mr. Uocliforl, the Acnerablo 

b 
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Principal of the Kishnaghur College, retired during the quarter on the 
pension he had so justly earned, and was succeeded by Mr. E. 
Lodge. 

4. The question of a new building for the Presidency College (to 
include also the Medical College) occupied attention during the quarter. 
The designs prepared by Colonel Groodwyn, provide the most ample 
accommodation for both these Institutions, but the cost, as estimated, 
appears to be enormous. The estimates it is understood amount to 
upwards of 20 lacs of rupees for the building, and to 5 or 6 lacs for a 
bite, in all upwards of a quarter of a million sterling. As I have lately 
reported to Government, 1 cannot but think so vast an expenditure to be 
more than the c ircumstances and necessities of the case call for. It is 
certain that all that is really required for the Medical Department can be 
provided, and much more speedily and surely provided, independently of 
the General Department, and at an expense of from one to three lacs of 
rupees, according to circumstances; while it is very doubtful whether 
some years bonce the General Department of the College will be required 
at all. If the University Scheme succeeds, as there is reason to hope it 
will, and if the private (k)llegiate Institutions in and about Calcutta take 
steps, with or without Government aid, for bringing up every year a sup- 
ply of candidates for Degrees in Arts, the main object of a “ Prebidency 
College” will he etlectmilly answered, and it is dilHcult to see wliat object 
will be gamed by maintaining a largo Government College to compete 
with and discourage private enterprise. 

C). The Zillah Schools generally are in a progressive and tolerably 

satisfactory condition, but there is yet much to be done 

Zillah Schools. i i- i 

bclore they arc imuh* as etlective as they oiiglit to be. 
On the subject of the ih'focts m this part of our system, I would direct 
altciitiou to some remarks m the latter [lart of Mr. Pratt’s Repoit, wlndi, 


tlioiigli 111 some rosjiects a little over-severe, are ou the whole sound and 
judicious. ’Steps have been taken for remedving the anomalous and 


♦ 'I'ho labour of ( omlnolinf; such oxiniimtionj). h 
O lio for %iliuh thi? Mi'inboi>.ol I.iuul CoinmiUot", 
liiiio no siitbou'iit Uino, ami tor whuli fou aio quali- 
tioil F.\or} ('omimtti'o it to pa>'. 

on a rortam nuinbor of lnm^ulllto^ to tin* (’olloijo a*! 
innn>r m IioIuis rai li \oar, wliothoi io}ill\ ({iialit'ioil or 
not, anil \<*n thus lost* all moan^ ul o>t nutinu^ iho 
ooinparaO\i' » tb< lonoy i>f tin* xoioral /illah « hooK , 
thou* boinj; no nnibinn stamlaril lo li \ tin in b\ 


unsatbtactory system under 
which the examinations for 
jimior scholarships have of 
late years been conducted, 
and winch is referred to by 
Mr. Pratt in the words 


quoted m tlio margin.^ Sets of questions for Jimior Scliolarsliqi caiidi- 



* This Committee consists of the following gentle- dtltes have been prcpai’cd 

“oipTa.n D. L. Richardson. by the Committee* appoint- 

Rovtl J. Mullens. ed to conduct the examiiia- 

Revcl K. M. Banerjee. • c . 

J Sutcliffe, Esq,B. A. tionsfor Senior Scliolarshipa 

}{. Woodrow, Esq.. M. A. n ii i i 

The Director of Public Instruction bein^Ex-Ofli- Oollcgo honors, and 

CIO President of the Committee. circulated to 

all Schools sending up candidates. The replies ^^will be examined and 
valued by a central bod}^ and according to a imiforin system. I fear 
that the result of an examination thus conducted will be to show tliat 
the number of boys who really attain at our Zilluh Schools t6 the 
Junior Scholarsliip standard, is small compared with wliat, under the 
old system, it has appeared to be. . 

a Another defect referred to by Mr. Pratt is the want of a uniform 
and well-chosen course of instruction for the lower classes of Zillali 
Schools. Tlio standard for entrance into the University » ill bo that 
which wc must, adopt as the limit to be reached in a Zilluh School. Tliis 
standard, so far as it is yet determined, corresponds very nearly with 
our ‘‘ Junior Scholarship Standard’’. When it is tinally detennined, I 
propose, with the aid of some of the olficcrs of the Department most 
competent for such a task, to devise a uniform and properly graduated 
course for all the classes of our Anglo-Vernacular Scliools. 

7. It has been proposed to rai'sc the Standard of Education at some 
of the Zillah Scliools. Generally those jiroposals ajtpear to iik' to he 
bomovvhaU premature, but at P.itna there an^ hjieeial reasons, rendeiing 
such a course dcsiiable. Hoys who gain Scholarships at the Hcliar 
Schools nmU not come down to the Colleges in li<)\\er Hcngal, to go on 
with their education, and there is no College in the Heliar IVovince, 
to which they can proceed for this pni pose. J'he Si liool at Patna has 
therefore been constitutcil a High School or y/n/.w-ColIrgi', at which 
Junior Scholar.'^hips may be held for two years, an<l (ho hidders brought 
on to the Senior Scholai'ilnp Stainlanl. Mr. I wont) man, the llisad 

Master, is one of the best onicers in the Dcj.artinent, and there is little 
doubt of his ability to carry out this jdan properly. The only doubt is 
as to the extent to winch the ojij.ortunity of obtaining a College Ivluca- 
lion will be made use of by the pupils of the Hehar Schools. 

8. I noticed in my last P^eport the orders of (io\crnnient for raising 
the Gowhatee and Scebsagor Schools to the rank of Zillali Schools. Mr. 
Robinson reports that tlie measure is being satisfactorily carried out in 
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tlie former of these ])]aces, and that tlie number of pupils at the Gowha- 
tec School, has doubled within the last two months. Similar measures 
are now about to be adopted at Seebsagor. 

9. Much of the success of our Zillah Schools, and indeed of all our 

Co-operation cf ^^^^tires, depends u|3on the extent to whicli those in 
Local Officers. authority interest themselves in the cause of education ; 
and I am most anxious therefore that public officers and persons 
of influence should rightly understand the duties and responsibility 
that devolve upon them in this respect. Some men there are, like 
Colonel Francis Jenkins, Mr. Henry Atherton and Mr. Henry Baylcy, 
a part of whose nature it is to be ever at wmrk for the ameliora- 
tion and enlightenment of the people among whom they are placed in 
authority. Others, not clearly seeing the close connection of education 
with almost every other measure of administration or improvement, or 
not rightly apprehending tlic wishes of Government in this respect, arc 
apt to think that, as a separate Educational Department has been 
created, they need concern themselves but little with what goes on in it. 
It is with a view to correct such misapprehensions, to strengthen the 
connection between tlio Educational and other Departments of adminis- 
tration, and to enlist on our side tlial local influence and local experience 
so necessary to success, tliat I liavc recently made certain suggestions to 
the IJentenant Governor \>hich I trust will lead to the issue of instruc- 
tions to local (dlicers calculated to secure for the Educational Depart- 
ment theiiv hearty and valuable co-operation. 

ID. While on this subject 1 m.ay mention that Mr. Piatt attributes 
(I believe witli justice) the ellieient state of the Ihmcoorah vSehool chiefly 
to the active and eontimied interest ill its welfare shoNvn by Mr. Pierce 
Taylor and Dr. Cheek. In like manner iMr. Woodrow ad\oits to the 
interest in h^diication sliovvn by Mr. Fletcher of BurrisanI, and by 
Mr. S. F. Davis, Joint Magistrate of Furroedj)orc. In Mr Robin.son’s 
eirele, Colonel Jenkins, and in Mr. Chapman’s circle, Mr. W. Tayler 
and Mr. Athertim, are officers upon whom the Department may depend 
for zealous and cHieiont aid. 

11. As ahothor iiiatanee of valiiahle assistance rendered to tlie De- 
partment, I may mcniion that Dr. Mouat has on several occasions 
vi‘?itod and inspected tlio Government Seliools at stations to which liis 
duties as Inspector of Jails liave called him, and iic has on such occa- 
sions forw arded a note of the result to this office. Ho has offered to 
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follow the same course wlionever liis other avocations may admit of his 
doing so, and I need not say the offer has been very tliankfully accepted. 

12. The system of Grants in Aid is working satisfactorily in Lower 

Grants xn Aid. especially in the Districts near Calcutta. 

From the Tabic appended to this Report, it will be 
seen that the number of Schools for which specific grants have been 
sanctioned during the quarter was nineteen.* Many other applications 
liave been received and grants sanctioned since the close of tlie quarter. 
These will be mentioned in my next Report. 

13. The Normal School under Pundit Issur Chunder Surma’s super- 

„ , ^ , intcndcncc has sent out during the (luartcr fifteen 

Noraal School. ... . 

teachers qualified for appointments in the Model and 

Aided Schools. As these men have boon but a few months under Nor- 
mal instruction, it will not be supposed that their qualilications are of a 
liigli order;' but the want of masters for Vernacular Schools with any 
j)rctensions to Jiropcr qualifications is so urgent that wo must be content 
for some time to come w'ith teachers only half educated in their ja-ofession. 

14. The Normal Scliool at Gowhatoe is now .it work , and Mr. 
Pratt’s scheme for a Normal Sidiool under liis ow n snpt'rvision, i*, heforo 
the Government. I hope tlierc will be no diliiculty or delay in sanction- 
ing the proposal. Mr Chajmian’s propo;>al to imj^art to Indigenous ami 
Model School Teachers instruction in the art of managing and organi/.- 
ing Schools by means of Normal Teachers moving ahout from School to 
School w^a-^ sanctioned by Government about the mnl of li*c Quarter 
under review. Mr. Woodrow has under consideration a s('lioim* bn* a 
Normal School in liis circle, which, wlien matured, will be subiurtted for 
the orders of Government. 

15. Connected with the s}stem of Normal and Zill.ali Schools is tlio 
proposal wdiich I have recently submitted for constituting ,i number of 
small scholarships in each district as rewards for the In st pnpila of V\t- 


* rhi> i> oxt lu'.ivr of an in(t»>(inilo numhrr of S( m >fr \V(M» 4 lrow'»> 

Cir( U‘, f"r Nshu h Uu|>c<''i l.Voo a na'nlh h.'inb«<n jjrauO il f 'r >>n th" 

plan d< in paragraph 17 ef my last Import It is also « sfinov* of (ortnii Indigt.'n- 

oiH Schools in North Carhar. for whifh a grant <jf Unfwo^ 77 Tt hooks has h<*< ii mad<*, 
and of tho 24 new r<.rcnti) rstahli«ho<l in Ilooghl) and Buidisttn, hy liubio» .foy- 

ki 5 s**n and lUjkiij'^on MoiA* rjf nlinh has#' rM><ir<*d during th*. <jnafKf an additional 
grant of Rupeoi 1,620 for school furmiure, bjok^, . 
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nacular Scliools. But this subject will be more properly noticed in my 
Report for the current Quarter. 

16. The Model Vernacular Schools, under Pundit Ishur Chundor 
VernactiUr Edu- Surma, are working very satisfactorily. The average 

attendance at each during the Quarter was 136, and the 
Schools arc viewed with approbation and interest by tlie villagers. 
Should these Schools continue to prosper, they will probably afford the 
means of trying the system of pupil teachers which is now working so 
well in England, and which the Ilon’ble Court of Directors are so 
anxious to see introduced into this country. 

17. Mr. Woodrow’s plan for the improvement and encoiirngement of 
Indigenous Schools, of which a description was given in para. 17 of my 
last Report, was sanctioned by Government and put in operation dunng 
the Quarter. The results will be for future observation and record. 

18. The judicious and systematic measures adopted by Sir. Pratt for 
the promotion of popular education in his circle may be learnt from a 
perusal of that gentleman’s Report. In the three districts to wdiich Mr. 
Pratt’s attention has been chiefly directed, the number of purely Verna- 
cular Scliools that have applied for Grants in Aid is t\venty-thrce, a mea- 
sure of success which, at this early .stage of his jiroceedings, and in the 
present state of public opinion, was hardly looked for. 

19. Mr. Robinson reports favourably of the state and prospects of 
the Vernacular Schools in Assam. Mr. Chapman s narrative is, as might 
be expoetcll, rather one of diflicultios discovered than of progress made. 
It is something, however, to gain an intimate knowledge of the nature of 
the obstacles that beset our way, especially in a part of the country of 
wliicb, comi^ratively speaking, so little has hitherto been known by the 
educational authorities. The first distribution of money and books to 
Jndigenoiis Teaeliers is reported to have had a good effect, and to promise 
w'cll for tlio future. Mr. Chapman makes prominent mention of the 
good service to education which is being rendered by the Maharajah of 
lluthwa, in zillah Sarun. From what I learnt from Mr. Tayler, the 
Commissioner, and. others, while lately in that part of the country, I am 
inclined to think that this instmeo of public spirit and enliglitene<l bene- 
volence, tliough rare in Behar, is not likely to bo a solitary one. I hope 
to he able, in my next Report, to make mention of several other zemin- 
dars and persons of influence who have followed or are prepared to follow 
the good example set by the Maharajah of lluthwa. 
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20. I cannot conclude tliis part of my Rq-yort without expressing my 
great regret at the Supreme Government having thought it necessary to 
remove Mr. Chapman from the Education Department, in order to 
make him Under-Secretary in the Home OiHce. Wo sliall be fortunate 
indeed if we find in his successor an officer of equal attainments, indus- 
trv, and conscientious zeal. 

21. Since tlie connection between the Calcutta Scliool Book Society 

fB ks Education Department luis been strengtl>ened, 

a number of new Book Agencies ha\e been opencil in 
diflerent parts of the Mofussil, and before long I hope there will bo 
scarcely any large station without a depot for the sale of books to tlio 
public and to Sub-Agents in the interior of tlic District. The School 
Book Society has of late years led such a traiwjuil inactive existence 
that it lias been found somewhat diilicult to intuse into it the spirit of 
entorpri/c and energy wliicli tlie times call for. At the Annual Meeting 
of the Society, liowever, liich took place on the loth instant, a Com- 
mittee was elected consisting, besides myself, ot the tulloWing Gentlemen ; 

Mr. C. Bcadon, PtesKknt 

Itcxd. J. Long. 

Uo^d. J. Wenger. 

Mr. M. Wvlie. 

Lieut. W. N. Lccs. 

Mr. B. B. Chapman. 

Pundit lasliur Clmnder Siumi 

Babu Jo)kissen M»M)k<ije»*. 

„ Poar\cban<l Mitter. 

„ Kajendra Lull Mitt<*i. 

Tlioso names arc, I trust, a sullieienl ^uaraiitee f.u- prn^.’rcs'i and 

carncstnes, of purpose on the i»ait of th.- Sodety in fnlnr.-. There in 

scarcely any limit to the flood that may he ell'-rtcl i,t (he pr.'sciit lime 
by sucii a Society, (aided as it ia by pinate sub'i riplioni and public 
money, and uith'establislicd atfcncics m ail parta of tliesc Iboxincea,) if 
it do but riolitly understand its position and icspoiiiilnlUy. 

22. Tlio sanction of Government w.i-. f;i\en dniiiif,' tii'’ (piaitor to 

tlie e.xpeiiditnre of a sum of money in aid ol tlie pnb- 
PabUcauoaofBoofa. Q. Lacey of a Montiily Mneuzino 

in tlio Omiyali Lai)"naf;e, it being tlic opinion of Mr. Samnclls, tlie 
Commissioner of Cuttack, that such a publication inipdit “ become tlie in- 



strument of introducing a taste for reading amongst the Ooriyahs, and ulti- 
mately render education more popular with them than it is at present/’ 
23. A proposal was submitted during the quarter by Lieutenant W. 
N. Lees for the publicatioiq with the aid of Government, of certain 
Arabic Works necessary for the working of the reformed scheme of 
study referred to in paragraph 7 of my last Report. In forwarding the 
proposal to Government, I recommended that the publication of the 
books should bo aided by Government in the same way as the publica- 
tion of Mr. Grapel’s edition of Justinian’s Institutes was aided, that is to 
say, that Government should, in the first instance, pay the expense of 
l)rinting and publi.'^hing each book, and that the proceeds of sales should 
bo paid to Government periodically by the author, until the sum thus 
advanced sliouhl be repaid — or that, in the event of the sum advanced 
by Government not being thus repaid witliin two years, in the event, 
tliat is, of the work not being sullicicntly saleable to pay its own 
expenses within lliat time, the Government should be entitled to take 
over all the copfes remaining unsold, and to dispose of them on its own 
account at reduced prices or in any other wa}'. I’liis arrangement was 
sanctioned by the Government, and as it 13 one wliieh alfords tlie kind 
of aid most necessary to authors of limited moans, and scciucs to tliem 
all the prolits arising from the sale of their works, Nsliile at the same 
time it is free from many objections to whieli other methods of adbrdmg 
Government patronage are liable, I hope it will be followed in other 
cases in ^Vhieh it may appear desirable to extend such patronage to the 
publication of uscd'ul educational woiks. 

24. Ap[)ended to this Report are tho following Returns: — 

Return of Grants in Aiil sanctioned by Government from November 
1st to January 31st, 18 jG. 

Return of Expenditure sanctioned or proposed during the Quarter for 
tlic extension and improvement of education, (cxclusnc of Grants in Aid 
to particular Schools). 

Return of Schools visited by Inspectors and Sub-Inspcctors during the 
Quai'tor ending 3Hst December, 1835. 

I ha\ c tlic honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

Wm. GORDON YOUNG. 

Dtndor of Public Instniction. 
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Return of Grants in A 'ul sanctioned hy Government from Xorember 
1st to January 3lst 


Names of Proprietors or 

Name of 

Name and locality 

English or 

1 Amount of 
j the grant per 
j month 

Managers of the Schools. 

Zillahs. 

of Schools. 

N'eruacular. 




f 

30 0 0 

Jojlvi'isen Mookerjeo and 1 
others, J 

Hooghly, .. 

Kishnaghur, .. .. | 

Anglo Ver- j 
nurular, . j 

and a donate 
on of Rs. 8i) 
for Maps 

Dwarkanath Roy, Russ'ek- 1 
thunder Roy and others, / 

Ditto, .... 

Omerporo, 

Vernacular,.. 

10 0 0 


Ditto, . . . 

burdwan, 

Knsta Sdligunge, . . 

Sakari, ........ 

Ditto 

10 0 0 

Ramthundcr Ghose, Kana- 1 

D,’to 

U 0 0 

ram Ghoso and others, j 





llooghly, .. 

Howrah, .. 

Gop.aulnuggur, .... 

Ditto, 

19 0 0 


Bah, 

Ditto 

.10 0 0 

Maha Ra|a Sreeschunfler 1 



Roy, liuhadoor, ('ally. V 
churn Lahory and others, J 

Kishnaghur, 

Kishnaghur, .... 

Ditto 

.Vi 0 0 

Samkaunth Chowdry and 1 

Daren, . . . 

K.ilipniali, | 

\iiglo \ .'r. 1 
n K 111 II , J 

.10 t) t) 


Patna, .... 

Diiupori', 

f 

Ditto, . 

200 0 0 

Wonicsrhundor Roy,Ki-(o- | i 
( hunder Muitro and > 

i Vernn^ n * ] 


Nuddea, .. 

Santipop* ■! 

j l.ir N* houl", / 

.'JO 0 0 

others, J j 




Ilurroknh MookerjeP, Ra- T . 


f 

Anglo Vrr- 1 

. n 0 0 

kaldo^s lluldar and 

Bardset, . . 

Raliootd, ... . < 

nai ulur, . J 

others, J 

1 1 


• 


Ramcs<<nr Misry, Isser* 1 

1 


VeriKO ubr, , 


rhumior Misry and > 
others, J 

i Burdwan, . 

1 Gungnporc, ... , 

11 • 0 0 





r 

110 0 

Modooshoodun Rundo|M- 1 

llooghly, 1 

. \:i'*it>pore, AGlia- 1 
pure, / 

Ditto J 

1 and a doivKi- 

dhja, (lOpalchnndcrNing > 

i>n of 2'> for 

and others, J 

i 

1 

furniture. 

f>roegopaul Pal Chow dry, .. 

1 Kishnaghur, 

lUn'ighaut, . . 1 

\nglo \ er- j 

II i< ular, . t 

10 0 0 

GnNhehundor Rose, Rarn- 1 

Hooghl), 

''hursha, . . . 

V( rii!W alar. 

1 

1 10 0 0 

lull Sem and other", , , J 



1 

Bindahunchundcr Roy, j 


1 

Chiirk Dighi, . . 1 

• 

A nglo V^r- f 

! iy> 0 0 

Kis(o« hundcr Roy and 

Bunlwan, .. 

ndi ular, . \ 

others, ) 

i ] 

r 

1 (irant in- 

j 

Col, Goodwvn, II Pratt, 1 
Estj. and others, J 

Calcutta, I 

Vhool of IndtH-"') 
trill .\rt, ... J 

Eng!i*H, . I 

, < reanrd from 
* «" 200 Vj 

\U 350 


Wm GORDON ^OtNG. 

jMrfciur of Public Intirndion 


Return of Expenditure sanctioned or proposed during the Quarter ending January 31s^, 1856, for the Extension a?id 
Improvement of Education^ exclusive of Grants in Aid to particular Schools. 
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Wm. GORDON YOUNG, 
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Wm. GORDON YOUNG, 

Director of Public Instruction, 
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THE INSPECTOR OF SCHOOLS, 

ISoutk Bengali 

To 

W. GORDON YOUNG, Esquire, 

Director of Public Instruction, 

Dated Midnapore, 21th Februarg, 1850. 
Sir, 

I HAVE the lioiior to subiiiit my Report for the 3rd Quarter 

of 1855-56* 

2nd. I sufficiently indicated in my last Report the general nature of 
the measures which had been adopted for the promotion of education in 
this Division, and the steps which I was taking to carry out those mea- 
sures. I need not, therefore, state in much detail how my time has been 
occupied, more especially as the monthly narratives furnish you with 
this information. 

3rd. It will be enough to state that the general nature of my own 
work and that of my subordinates in each of the four Districts named 
in the margin, has been as follows: — 1st, the diifusion 
throughout every thunnah, town and village, of informa- 
tion regarding the educational measures of Government, 
their importance to the people at large, and the terms 
upon which they may be made use of ; 2ndly, the consideration of the 
description of School required by the circumstances of each jdace in 
wdiich the desire for improved means of education is expressed. 3rd]y, 
the examination of Candidates for Vernacular and English Teacherships 
in the new Schools established by the aid of Government, with a view to 
the selection of the most qualified ; and 4thly, the inspection of existing 
Schools, with the view of suggesting and carrying out improvements, 
both in particular cases and in the general system of education at present 
pursued. 

4th. I must, however, observe that only two of the Districts named 
above, were provided with a Sub-Inspector during the whole of the 

d 


Hooghly. 

Nuddea. 

Burdwan. 

Bancoorah. 
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Quarter under notice-: for I was unablp to obtain a competent Sub- 
Inspector for Bancoorah before the middle of January, and during half 
of that month there was no Sub-Inspector in Nuddea^ in consequence 
of the officer appointed there in September last, having resigned his 
duties. 

6th. The number of Educational Institutions (Colleges and Schools 
of all kinds) visited by myself and my subordinates during the Quarter 
has been about 220, and the number of miles travelled by myself 710. 

6th. These operations have been attended with the following results 
as regards the number of grants in aid for which applications have been 
forwarded to you with my recommendation for sanction. There were 
several other applications which, under the terms of the Rules or on 
other grounds, could not be forwarded. 

Hooghly, applications for 3 Anglo- Vernacular Schools, and for 13 Vernacular Schools 


Nuddea, 

i> t ,, , 

'> >> )t 

Burdwan, 

}) t >> j 

3 


Total,. . . . 5«A.V. Schools 

23 V Schools. 


.... 

— 


7th. In the case of applications for Anglo- Vernacular Schools, I have 
insisted on the conditions that a lower fee than 6 annas shall not be 
levied in any of the classes, and that an establishment be entertained, 
which shall be able to bring the pupils at least as far as the 2nd class of 
a Zillah School, the latter being taken as the modeF’ for all Anglo-Ver- 
nacular Schools. Moreover, whenever an application is made •for a 
School of this class, I endeavour to persuade the inhabitants to establish, 
^n connection with it, a purely Vernacular School for tlie poorer classes. 
In this way the general desire for English education among the middle 
classes is made instrumental in obtaining cheap Schools for the lower 
classes. 

8th. In the case of the Vernacular Schools, the conditions insisted on, 
in addition to those required by the Rules, are that such an amount shall 
be raised by fees or subscriptions in addition to the grant, that the total 
shall be sufficient far the entertainment of at least two Teachers, one of 
whom shall receive not less than Rs. 15 per month, and that the course 
of instruction which I have laid^down for such Schools, shall be 
adopted. 

9th. I insist upon the further condition that only such Teachers shall 
be appointed as I may find, after careful examination, to be fully quali- 
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fied, In a large number of cases, the managers of the new Schools ask 
me to find the Teachers; and for the purpose therefore of obtaining a 
sufficient supply of competent men, I, from time to time, invite Candidates 
by notification to come and undergo a regular examination by printed 
and oral questions. 

10th. This plan affords the means of obtaining a tolerably good sup- 
ply of English Teachers ; but I continut to experience the difficulty men- 
tioned in my last Report of finding qualified Teachers for the improved 
class of Vernacular Schools, which it is our great object to (Establish, 
Out of scores of Candidates calling themselves Pundits, I have not found 
a dozen possessing a really sound knowledge of the Vernacular language, 
to say nothing of other subjects. 

lull. It thus becomes a matter of daily increasing importance to 
establish the Normal School for Vernacular Teachers, which I recom- 
mended in my letter (No. 146,) of the 30th October last. I was informed 
by you recently that there are certain official reasons which at present 
preclude the appointment of the gentleman whom I had recommended 
for tlie post of Superintendent to the proposed School, and I liavc been 
consequently obliged for a time to abandon all hope of obtaining the ser- 
vices of a person who has studied the training system in Europe, and to 
solicit sanction to the temporary appointment of some person educated in 
this country. This, however, will materially affect the efficiency of tli.e 
School, and I trust that circumstances will ultimately permit me to 
obtairi a Superintendent who, to a thorough knowledge of the* Vernacu- 
lar (including an acquaintance with Sanscrit), shall unite a knowledge of 
the most approved system of training. 

12th. Even when this School is established, we mus*t wait for two 
years more at the very least before we can expect to reap the fruits of 
the undertaking ; and how we are to supply our new Schools with Teach- 
ers in the meantime becomes a question of very serious difficulty. In 
time, no doubt, the Normal School established by Pundit Isshurchunder 
Bidyasagur, may supply Teachers decidedly better than any hitherto 
available, though not possessing the qualifications which I have described 
in my Report on this subject ; but to expect that three or four months* 
study in that Institution can supply this want, even partially, seems to 
me an absurdity. 

13th. I am now endeavouring to induce the Students of our English 

p , ® 

Schools to qualify themselves for these appointments. 1 have already 
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said that persons who have learned any thing of English will, as a gene- 
ral rule, decline Teacherships of such low remuneration as that offered to 
Vernacular Teachers; but as there arc many lads in those Schools who 
from poverty have to leave before they can complete their education, and 
asAe qualifications required of persons employed in English offices must 
constantly become higher as competition increases, it is not unlikely that 
a certain number may be found \%illing to take these posts until they can 
get something better. 

14th. At present, however, the study of the Vernacular in our Eng- 
lish Zillah Schools is so imperfect that the lads taught there, are not fit 
for Teacherships in the improved class of Vernacular Schools now being 
established. This is a serious evil, and is in some measure owing to the 
late Council of Education having abolished the appointment of Pundits 
in those Schools ; while in consequence of the general neglect of the 
Vernacular which marked the history of education at this Presidency 
during many years, the English Teachers, upon whom now devolves tho 
duty of instruction in the Vernacular, are, for the most^part, not quali- 
fied. I am now engaged in ascertaining the degree of proficiency attain- 
ed in those English Schools where a Pundit is still entertained, as com- 
pared with those where instruction in that subject is left to the English 
Teachers. Perhaps, Too, the small proportion of marks given for the 
Vernacular at the Junior Scholarship examinations has had a tendency 
to make the Pupils and Masters neglect the subject. I hope this may be 
remedied by your recent modification of the Rules under which •those 
examinations are conducted. There can be no doubt, I think, that young 
men taught in our English Schools, wilh when qualified in respect to the 
Vernacular, foVm a much more enlightened and useful class of 
Teachers than those of the Pundit class, for they will be far better 
qualified to teach all other subjects, such as Arithmetic, Geography, 
&c. &c. ^ 

15th. While considering the various causes which may be supposed 
to affect the supply of competent Teachers for Vernacular Schools, I must 
not omit to remark that the difficulty is of course to some extent enhanc- 
ed by the low salary which I am obliged to offer to the Pundits of the 
aided Schools. The only remedy, and that only a partial one, that at 
present occurs to me, is to hold out the promise to them, that those who 
do well shall be promoted to all vacancies in the higher paid posts of the 
Government and Model Vernacular Schools, 





16th. I may be permitted to repeat here why I am of opinion th 
the establishment of a certain number of ‘‘ Pupil Teacherships” in oi 
Zillah Schools, as has been proposed, cannot possibly answer tl 
purpose which I had in view in proposing the establishment of 
Normal ‘School; though the former measure may indeed be mac 
subsidiary to the latter. It is the more necessary to enter fully upc 
this subject as the Honorable Court have sent out special instructio 
that the English “ Pupil Teacher” system shall be introduced into tl 
country. 

In the first place, Pupil Teachers or Apprentices” in England are n 
considered as fit to become Head Teachers when they leave School, bi 
merely, if they pass a certain examination, as fit to enter a Trainir 
Institution, where they must remain for several years, until able to pa 
a second examination, and not until then are they considered qualific 
to become Teachers. Besides, much more attention must bo given 
the study of the Vernacular in our Zillah Schools before any persons sei 
there as Apprentices could be fitted to become really efficient Teachers i 
Vernacular Schools. 

17th In England, the Apprentice looks to the Head Master fi 
instruction in his profession out of school-hours. I doubt whether th 
could be arranged for here, and if jt could, are our Zillah Schoc 
Masters themselves qualified to teach Arithmetic, Geography, Astr 
iiomy. History, &c., through the medium of Bengali ? But, above all, if tl 
Apprentices are to go straight from the Zillah Schools to the inanagemei 
of Vernacular Schools as Teachers, where are they to obtain tjiat knov 
ledge of the art of teaching, the urgent necessity of which, I hope, 
have sufficiently shown in my previous letter on Not’inal Schools ? Cc 
tainly not from the Head Masters of our Zillah Schools, for of syst 
matic training they necessarily know little or nothing. 

18th. A greater difficulty remains. As a rule, will any lad who c£ 
get a Junior Scholarship accept a pupil teachership for the purpose 
becoming a village School Master ? It is notorious that lads educated 
English look down upon such posts as beneath jthem, and expe 
employments which will ultimately bring them much higher remuncr 
tion than isihere open to them. Even if a few of this class do, for wai 
of other work, accept these posts, they will desert us directly they ci 
obtain clerkships in Calcutta, on even a small salary, but with the pro 
pect of future promotion. 
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19th. I do not urge these considerations as arguments for not making 
the experiment, for I believe that we may get a certain number of 
Vernacular Teachers in this way, but I urge them as arguments against 
relying on this as our only or our best source of supply. 

'20th. In the second place we cannot wait until these Apprentices are 
ready to become Teachers of our Vernacular Schools, ^because I take it 
for granted, that you will see the necessity of adopting the English 
system in its entirety ^ that you will not be satisfied with the Zillah 
School training only. Indeed in the 68th paragraph of the Honorable 
Court’s despatch, they make the ultimate removal of the Pupil Teachers 
to Normal Schools, an absolute part of the system. Taking it, therefore^ 
for granted that this is to be done, I would call your attention to the 
long time during which we must wait for our Teachers, if we have *’no 
Normal School, except for Apprentices from the Schools ; for if we allow 
say three years, (instead of five, as in England,) at tltt Zillah School 
then with the two or three years more W'hich will be passed at the train- 
ing School, five or six years must elapse before the Pupil Teachers are 
ready to begin their work. 

21st. Now by establishing at once a Normal School, by admitting to 
it, on examination, all Candidates who have a fair knowledge of the 
Vernacular, we shall be able to get good 'J eachers in two years. By that 
time, I trust that we shall have, on an average, twenty aided” Verna- 
cular Schools in every District, or say nearly 600 Schools for the 
Districts of Bengal Proper. 

22nd. Until these two years have elapsed, we must supply the 
Schools as they grow up, with such materials as w^e have, viz,, the 
Teachers who have attended Pundit Issur Chunder Surma’s School, 
and those who have managed to qualify themselves in some degree by 
self-instruction. 

23rd. Connected with this subject, is the encouragement of Verna- 
cular Schools by the proffer of Scholarships tenable in the Zillah Schools. 
I beg to express my warm concurrence in the propriety of this most 
effective means of encouraging Vernacular education ; and I would solicit 
the sanction of Government to the establishment of Scholarships, on the 
following plan : — 

(I.) An examination to take place annually at a central point in each 
District, to which all the Students of aided and Government Schools in 
that District shall be admitted. 
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(IJ.) The examination to be in the subjects and books wliicii I have 
specified in previous letters as the complete course for Vernacular Schools. 

(III.) A number of Scholarships to be assigned to each District, 
equal to the number of aided and Government Schools ; for instance, if 
there are 30 Schools, that number of Scholarships wil) be assigned to the 
30 boys who obtain tlie highest number of marks above the minimum 
fixed as, the standard. 

(IV.) The Scholarship-holder to receive a stipend of four Rupees a 
month for one year if he goes to a Zillah School, of three Rupees a month 
if he goes to tlie Normal School. In the former case, ho will have to pay 
a foe of one Rupee (or two Rupees in the higher classes) : in the 
latter no fee at all ; while in both cases, he will require the means of 
living at a distance from his house and money for books, &c. 

24th. In botli cases, I would make the Scholarship tenable for one 
year only ; but renewable at the end of that year, and of eacli succeeding 
year, on condition of the pupil passing an e.xamination of such a standard 
as shall show, that he has maintained the same ability and industry 
which enabled him to win the prize in the first instance. 

25th. In the case of the Normal School, where a stipend will be the 
rule, I propose that every Student, whether a Scholarship-holder from a 
Village School or not, shall pass this annual progressive examination as 
a condition of his continuing to receive the stipend; and that no Scholar- 
ship shall be held for more than two years. 

26th. In the case of the Zillah Schools, as the Scholarship^ holder 
will generally be too poor to pay for his own education, I propose renew- 
ing the Scholarship every year (on the condition of his passing an 
examination each time) to enable him to remain until he completes his 
education, or goes on to the College with a Junior Scholarship. It is 
pleasant to contemplate the possibility of a lad from a Village School; a 
poor Ryot’s son, being enabled thus to win his way to the highest honours 
of a University, which may in their turn be the stepping-stone to high 
and honorable distinction in the service of the State. 

27th. For the present, it will be sufficient to obtain, sanction to the 
following scheme. Ten Scholarships yearly for each District, (25 in 


* Bengal Proper, 

20 4-15 == 35. 

35 X 12 (Months,) = 420. 

420 X 25 (Districts,) = 10,500. 
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number,) half of three and half of four Rupees each per mensem, to bo 
held for one year. This will cost Rupees 10,500 for the first year ; in 
the next year, for another set of Scholarships in addition to the first 
year’s Scholarships renewed, there will be required an expenditure of 
Rupees 21,000. 

In the third year, we have another set of Scholarships amounting to 
Rupees 10,500; Scholarships for both Normal and Zillah Schools of the 
second year, Rupees 10,500; and Scholarships of the third year for 
Zillah Schools only,* Rupees 6,000 ; total Rupees 27,000, and so on 
until the plan costs in the 6th year Rupees 47,000, which sum it will not 
exceed, Of course, this is more than will be actually expended, for a large 
proportion of Scholarship-holders may be expected every year to forfeit 
their Scholarships ; moreover, I fear, that much time must elapse before 
ten boys in each District mil be found able to pass the Standard I have 
above indicated. 

28th. The present request, therefore, amounts to an application for 
an ultimate expenditure of Rupees 47,000 a year, half of which sum is 
to maintain at English Schools, poor boys, who distinguish themselves by 
superior ability,! and half to maintain Normal Pupils at. the Training 
Institution. 

29th. During the Quarter under notice, a complete set of Rules for 
the guidance of the Teachers of the aided Vernacular Schools in this 
Division, has been carefully prepared and printed in the Vernacular. 
These Rules have reference not only to matters of organization and 
discipline, but to the mode of instruction to be followed; and I trust that 
the efficiency of the Schools may be materially promoted by their adop- 
tion. I have made the continuance of the grants conditional on their 
due observance. I shall be glad to furnish a copy to any person interest- 
ed in Vernacular Education, and I shall be most thankful for any sug- 
gestions on the subject of the management of such Schools which I may 
receive in return. Under this head, I may further mention that for the 
information of Candidates for Vernacular Teacherships, and the public 


* The Zillah Scholarships being tenable every year, for the entire course of six years, 
the Normal School being tenable only for two years. 

t They must make greater progress than ordinary Zillah School boys, because by this 
plan we shall give them six years to complete the course which generally takes 
years. 


seven 
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generally, lists of the books and subjects prescribed for the aided 
Schools, have been printed and largely distributed. 

30th. There is, I believe, no measure which would more efficiently 
promote the desire for education, and the progress of enlightenment 
among the masses than the establishment of a cheap Weekly Journal, in 
connection with this Department. To arouse an interest in something 
beyond the party quarrels and litigation which are the curse, of native 
society in the interior, to teach the people to find a more agreeable 
excitement in the news of public affairs than in speculations on the 
results of their own and their neighbours’ “ Mokuddamas” would be a 
grand step in the cause of education. 

3 1st. It is for this reason that I have urged upon your attention the 
expediency of obtaining the aid of Government in the establishment of a 
Weekly Journal in connection with the Education Department. The 
services of a European Editor and Native Sub-Editor have been secured 
some time since, and all is ready for the publication of the Journal as 
soon as the sanction of Government shall have been obtained. I will 
now repeat such portion of my previous remarks on this subject as may 
be generally interesting. 

32nd. I have seen no publication in this or any other country better 
adapted for an object of this kind than the Satya Prodip newspaper, which 
was edited about three years ago by Mr. Townsend, of Serampore ; but its 
price placed it out of reach of the classes of whom I now speak. No Ver- 
nacular newspaper has as yet reached tliQ masses, has in fact rej^ched any 
but that fraction of the whole population which either lives in the Metro- 
polis, or consists of the Omlah and Officers of our Courts in the interior, 

33rd. How then should we make the people of this country a news- 
paper reading and a newspaper buying people, is the question. 13y dis- 
tributing newspapers gratuitously ? — certainly not, for what people do not 
pay for, they do not value, and, if given away, our newspapers would be 
used to make flying kites; and people would not afterwards pay for 
what they had become accustomed to receive as a gift. On the other 
hand, however, the reason why none of the existing Vernacular papers 
circulate among these classes, is that the price of the very cheapest is 
above what a Gomashta or a Moodee will pay for in his present intellec- 
tual condition. 

34th. A weekly newspaper of four quarto pages, edited, as I propose, 
and well printed, caimot be brought out for less than Rupees 2-6-44 a 
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copy for one year, supposing the circulation to be a thousand,* and the 
postage would cost Rupees three a year, (or four annas a month) ; now 
tliis last sum alone is the utmost price any man (of the classes we have 
in view) would pay for the delivery of a paper at his own door, so that 
what I ask Government to do is to pay the difference, viz.^ Rupees 2,400 
a year, or Rupees 200 a month, so long as the circulation continues at or 
under 1,000 copies. I feel confident, that no money could be spent which 
would more effectually promote all the objects with which money is spent 
on the Education Department. 

35th. Now as to the sort of Journal which should be established with 
this aid. I have already said that the Satya Prodip vras in every respect, 
except price, such a paper as we require, and I have told the Editor that 
I wish him to make that paper as far as possible his model, always bbar- 
ing in mind that as our Journal is to be aided by Government, it must 
as far as possible abstain from all political opinions, and deal only with 
facts. Articles of a Literary character, on Science and the Arts, History, 
Biography, &c., will have a prominent place. The Journal is, moreover, 
to be especially an organ of the Education Department, giving an ample 
record of all proceedings in that Department, information as to appoint- 
ments, establishment of Schools, the publication of new School books, 
letters and discussions on educational subjects, &c. 

36th. I have stipulated that I shall be allowed to make suggestions 
as to the introduction and treatment of subjects, to insert communica- 
tions and ‘to place a ve/i? on the introduction of subjects, wdiich I may 
think out of place in a Government Journal. 

37th. It has occurred to me that possibly the Government might be 
inclined to allow the Journal to be sent free of Postage. If this were 
done, we should require no other aid. 

38 th, There has been greater delay than I expected w’hen I wrote 
ray last Quarterly Report, in establishing Book Agencies, subordinate to 
the School Book Society’s Agents at the Sudder Stations. On learning 
at the close of December, that that Society had, with reference to my 
previous commuRications on the subject, resolved not to have any thing 
to say to the establishment of these subordinate agencies, I addressed the 
principal Book Agents in my Division, pointing out to them that as they 
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were not likely to have applications for books from persons residing at 
any great distance from tjie Sudder Station, it would be worth their 
while to let me select a certain number of subordinate agents at the 
principal towns of the District, which were not too near to the Sudder 
Station, and to allow such persons half their commission of 10 per Cent 
The expense of conveying the books indented for by the Sub-Agents, 
would liave to be paid by the parties ordering them ; but I would direct 
my Sub-Inspectors to convey small parcels of books into the interior 
whenever they might happen to be proceeding from the Sudder Station 
• to any point from which an indent had been received. These subordi- 
nate agencies have not yet been established in consequence of the Agents 
having raised some difficulties in carrying out my plan, but I hope that 
theSe may soon be overcome. 

39th. During the quarter, I have visited the English Schools at 

English Schools and I^urdwaii* and Bancoorah, and the College at Kishna- 
Enghsh Education, besides Other private English Schools of a more 

elementary character. 

40th. As regards the Maha Rajah’s School at Burdwan, complaints 
had reached me in respect to its efficiency, there being too an apparent 
desire on the part of several members of the native community, that it 
should again be placed under Government management. I was there- 
fore, agreeably surprised to find the School in a very satisfactory con- 
dition, and I can attribute these reports to nothing else, but the want of 
confidence the native community always appear to have for every tiling 
not managed directly by Government officers. One of the. principal 
members of the Rajah’s houseliold, and the gentlemanf who introduced 
the training system into the Jonye School, takes constant interest in this 
School, and by his advice they are endeavouring to introduce Mr. Stow’s 
system in the Junior Classes. 

41st. Of the Bancoorah Government School, I am able to give a very 
favorable account. The Head Master appears to mo to be a most 
efficient officer. To this cause, and tCe active and continued interest in 
the affairs of the School taken by the Local Committee, (more especially 
Dr. Cheek and Mr. Pierce Taylor), may be attributed the popularity of the 
School, which has induced the public to come forward with tJie liberal 


^ The Rajah’s School and the Missionary School 
f Baboo Rrosunnocoomar Ghose. 
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donations wliich have enabled the Committee to make the School House 
the commodious and handsome building which it is at present. 

If the Head Master were provided with a suitable residence, large 
enough to enable him to receive boarders, I dare say many parents in the 
interior would avail themselves of the opportunity of sending their 
children for instruction to the Sudder Station, who are at present pre- 
vented from doing so, by not having relations there who could take 
charge of their children. ' 

O 

42nd. When I visited the Kishnaghur College, the present Principal 
had not taken charge ; and the state of some of the classes was not 
satisfactory, as I have already informed you. 

43rd. You will remember that in my Quarterly Report I stated various 
objections to an arrangement which had been of late years introduced by 
the late Council of Education, whereby the vim part of the Junior 
Scholarship examination was wholly left to the Local Committees. I was 
not then aware that the Council had more recently left the whole of the 
questions, both written and oral, to be framed by the Local Committees, 
This being the case, of course the objections I then stated apply with 
equal force to the whole of the J unior Scholarship examination, instead 
of only to a part, and every thing I have since heard and seen confirms 
the views I previously expressed. The labour of conducting such exami- 
nations is one for which the Members of Local Committees have no suffi- 
cient time, and for which few arc qualified. Every Committee thinks it 
necessary oto pass on a certain number of Candidates to the College as 
Junior Scholars each year, whether really qualified or not, and you thus 
lose all means of estimating the comparative efficiency of the several 
Zillali Schools ; there being no uniform standard to try them by. I re- 
joice, therefore, to learn that the old system of preparing examination 
questions in Calcutta, and sending the same to all the Schools, is to be 
’esorted to at the next J unior Scholarship examination. 

44th. The nature of the books and subjects which form tlic Junior 
Scholarship test, is a matter of great importance, as the whole course of 
instruction in the ^English Schools is framed with reference to the one 
object of enabling the Pupils to pass that examination, while, on the other 
land, many a young man completes his education at a Zillah School, and 
therefore proceeds no further than the standard of the highest class there. 

45th. Bearing this in mind, I do not think that the present course of 
nstruction in our Zillah Schools can be regarded as satisfactory, or that 
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the Junior Scholarship examinations have hitlierto been conducted so as 
to call out the development of the higher intellectual powers, as distin- 
guished from the exercise of mere memory. 

That this is so may be proved by the fact that while you everywhere 
find that the same boy who can quote all the rules of Grammar without 
a single mistako^ who will read Goldsmith’s Essays without a woM mis- 
pronounced, and who will even render it sentence by sentence into Ben- 
gali, is unable to write a simple letter without the grossest mistakes, 
to make the simplest reply to a simple question in correct English, or to 
give you the substance of a single page after he has closed the book, 
either in English or in Bengali, if obliged to do so in language of his owm I 

46th. In the majority of cases, I believe the boys attending English 
Schools in this country derive no ideas whatever from what they read, 
and from the mechanical parrot-like way in which every thing is taught, 
their real progress in the language is infinitely below what it appears to 
be to the casual observer. For instance the pupil having had the mean- 
ing of each sentence in his class book explained to him by a correspond- 
ing sentence of simple and easy words, he learns that rendering by heart, 
and when the examiner asks him to explain the sentence, all that he does 
is to repeat word for word the explanation thus learned by rote. If ask- 
ed to translate a sentence into Bengali, he gives a word for word transla- 
tion in the English idiom, (as I am sorry to say the boys arc allowed to in 
almost all our Schools,) which would convey no idea whatever to a Ben- 
gali. hearer. This shows that the Pupil is unable to express the meaning 
of the sentence, and whether he has or has not any ^dea of the meaning, 
remains a mystery. 

47th. The singular facility with which words and phrases, nay, 
whole pages and chapters are retained in the memory by Hindu youths, 
assists in confirming the delusion which many fall into as to the real pro- 
gress made by the pupils they arc examining. The consequence is that 
the exercise and development of the higher intellectual powers are most 
grievously neglected. But this no longer could be the case if our public 
examinations were devised in such a manner as to test the actual Immv- 
ledge of the examinees as distinguished from mere verbal recollection. 

We must force the Teachers to adopt a more enlightened system of 
instruction by making^he Junior Scholarship examination depend upon 
the Candidate being able to show that he can do something more than 
remember) and that he can reason) deducC) analgsc) composC) (!ec. 
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48th. It is easier to find fault than to find a remedy, and an Inspec- 
tor’s previous training is not always such as to enable him to speak very 
confidently on questions like these which belong to the science of teach- 
ing, and I feel painfully my own deficiencies in this respect, but I hope in 
time to arrive at clear and decided views on the subject. 

FoAlie present I confine myself to recommending that'at every Junior 
Scholarship examination candidates shall be rqquired, — 

Ist. To write an original essay or ordinary letter on a theme so 
cliosen as to call out the powers of independent thought and reasoning 
rather than those of memory. 

2ndly. That his knowledge of English shall be tested by his ability to 
write an analysis of a chapter from some work in which he has not pre- 
viously received instruction, or of an Act or Regulation, &c. ; the analy- 
sis to be written without reference to the book : but after a sufficient time 
has been given him to master the contents of the piece selected. 

3rdly. That the candidates should be tested in their power of under- 
standing questions put to them orally, and of expressing themselves in 
reply. For instance, the Examiner might put to them a series of ques- 
tions touching some ordinary theme in ethics, &c. 

49th. If this be done, such of the masters as have fair capacity for 
teaching, will perforce become more than mere book-teachers, and will 
adopt such a system of instruction as shall enable their pupils to pass the 
required test When we find Teachers.who cannot do this, we must dis- 
pense with their services. 

50th. The standard of qualification required from all classes of em- 
ployes ought gradually to be raised higher and higher, so that they may 
really form an educated body in the community, and not meclianical 
copyists, whose lives and thoughts are pretty much what they would have 
been had they never attended an English School, and who therefore exer- 
cise no progressive and civilizing influence over their countrymen. 

51st. For this reason I should have been glad to have found in your 
recent Circular regarding examinations for Teachership Certificates the 
adoption of a highe^ test than has been hitherto required at these exami- 
nations. By the Rules, as they stand, you still allow a man who can 
come up to the Junior Scholarship standard to hold a Teachership of 
Rs. 50 a month, or in other words to take the ^ 2nd class of a Zillah 
School; but I showed in my letter of the 30th October last, (No. 144) 
that the success of the Head Master in bringing the Pupils of the 1st 
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class up to the required point must in great measure depend upon their 
proficiency when they leave the 2nd class, or they will, as constantly 
happens, have to spend two years in the 1st class, when otherwise one 
year would have been sufficient. 

At present the standard of the 2nd class is too nearly the stanclai’d of 
the Teachers’ own qualifications, and it is an axiom in Educational 
Science that the Teacher must be very far in advance for the subjects 
which he has to teach. 

52nd. At the same time, I am constrained t6 acknowledge that at 
present circumstances do not enable us to follow out this principle, that 
as a general rule, we cannot even reach the standard wo now profess to 
reach, for we have no Masters properly trained in the art of teaching, 
III particular cases, this disadvantage is in a great degree compensated 
for by the talent and zeal of the Master, and I gladly recognize the 
generally high character of the Head Masters of our Zillah Schools, but 
so long as there is no systematic instruction in this art, the majority of 
the Teachers will never possess the qualifications which would enable 
them to become educators in the higher sense of the word. 

I hope that in time both the Government and the public wdll learn 
that a man is no more fit to teach things because he knoics them, than a 
man who sees a steam engine at work is qualified to construct it. We 
must select those whom nature has intended to be Teachers, and then 
instruct them systematically in the art of communicating knowledge, and 
of developing the intellectual powers of their Pupils. This is. only to be 
done by renewing the attempt to establish a Normal School for English 
Teachers, which was so unhappily abandoned. 

53rd. Before concluding this part of my Report; I would again urge 
such a modification of the Rules for granting Teacliership Certificates, 
that no person who has been for more than five years engaged in teach- 
ing a particular standard shall be promoted to a post in which he will 
have to teach a higher Standard without an examination to show that he 
is competent for the same, even though he may hold a certificate of 
qualification for the higher post : for without some sqch rule, you have 
no security that the Teacher will retain the knowledge which enabled 
him originally to get his certificate. I am further strongly of opinion, 
that the standard of qualification* laid down in the new rules, oi^ this 
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subject for Head Masters sliould be applied to Second Masters, and that 
the former should be required to obtain 1st class certificates.* 

54th. Reverting to the remark made in a previous paragraph that 
the education of a large number of persons terminates with the Zillah 
School course, the subjects and books should be selected with due adver- 
tence to this fact, and not as if it were a mere introduction to the College 
course. 

This being the case, 1 think there are considerable defects in the 
existing arrangements of our Zillah Schools. Except in the 1st class, 
there is no uniform course of instruction or selection of books, and many 
subjects of importance are thereby often neglected. 

Thus while the Pupils of the 1st class read Ty tier’s Elements of 
General History, they have in many cases not previously received any 
knowledge of the history of their own country. 

I would not allow a word of General History to be read until the 
Pupil was thoroughly familiar with the History of Bengal, and in a less 
degree with that of India. No man can properly appreciate the politics 
of his own day unless he possesses a fair acquaintance with the events of 
the times immediately preceding. 

55th. The same remarks apply to Geography, which is sadly neglect- 
ed, and almost every where taught in a mechanical uninteresting manner. 
It seems to me the height of absurdity to make the native of a Bengal 
village spend his time over the names of English counties, when he is 
unable to name or describe the Districts of Bengal. 

These remarks will, I think, sufficiently show that the whole Subject 
of the Zillah School course requires careful consideration. 

I have the honor to bo. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

HODGSON PRATT, 

Inspector of Schools, 

South Bengal 
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To 


THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 

Calcutta. 


Dated Dmapore^ the 29 ih February, 1856. 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to proceed with the narrative of the opera- 

Narrative, Third department during the Third Quarter of the 

Quarter, l866-i(t year 1855-56. 

’2nd. Little of special interest has occurred during the three months. 

General character occupied very much in visiting 

of Operations. several of the districts of my Division, ascertaining per- 
sonally the character of my subordinates and the quality of their work, 
supplying whatever was necessary in the way of advice and explana- 
tion, and communicating with the influential inhabitants of each district 
and witli the Local Government Officials. My Sub-Inspectors have been 
engaged principally in establishing the Model Schools sanctioned in their 
districts. 

3rd. The English Schools remain in statu quo ; the average numbers on 

English Schools registers of the Government Institutions, during the 
General condition. Quarter being 1,077, on those of private esfkblishments 
about 370, giving a total of 1,447. There has been no great increase or 
decrease of numbers, excepting at the Monghyr School, where the 
attendance has risen during the Quarter from 66 to 97. This may, per- 
haps, be attributed to the addition of a Persian Teacher to the establish- 
ment of the School ; but I am not yet possessed of the Committee’s 


opinion. 

4th. I visited, during the Quarter, the Schools at Chuprah, Patna, 

English Schools Bhaugnlpore, Monghyr and Purneali. Of the Patna 
Visited. Schools I have always to speak fa\fourably, the Mas- 

ters there have to contend against many discouragements, it being most 


Patna Masters. 


difficult to secure any regularity in the numbers or the 
attendance, and the people generally being pecwtfSrly 


apathetic upon the subject of English education, 
patience and perseverance will finally be rewarded. 


Still I trust that their 
Of this I am quite 
f 



( 34 ) 


convinced that If the Patna Schools do not succeed under their present 
Masters, they will not succeed at present at all. 

5th. Experience leads me daily to conclude more and more certainly 

Effects of official ^ proportion of those who send boys to our 
influence. Schools, do so only in the hope of securing the favour 

of the Zillah Officials. One Judge makes a point of inquiring how many 
of his Amlah and of the Wakeels of the Court send their children to the 
station School ; the School is attended by the sons of all the Amlahs and 
Pleaders. A. successor comes who has a conscientious objection to using 
his influence in so direct a manner, and the children are immediately 
withdrawn. Not always, howevei', is even such direct influence effectual. 
A Collector of my acquaintance, who questioned all the employes of his 
office upon the point, was met by the assertion that they were, one and 
all, childless. 

6th. My visit to the Chuprah School was ill-timed, the boys not 
having re-assembled after the long vacation ; the School is in a satisfac- 
tory condition. Of the Bhaugulporo and Monghyr Schools, I have 
nothing particular to report. 

7tli. The Purneah School I found almost disorganized; only one 
Master being present and very few boys. The boys 

Purneah School. v i . 

that were present passed an exceedingly poor examina- 
tion. This wretched state of the School is owing to the late prevalence 
of mortal sickness at Purneah, numbers of the boys having gone away 
either sick ' or in fear of sickness, and the Mastershaving made their 
escape for the same reason. The climate seems to be peculiarly fatal to 
Bengalees, and it is, I am told, with the greatest difficulty that even 
Writers can be procured in the Zillah Offices. It is not to be wondered at 
that our School Masters are inferior. Another drawback to the Purneah 
School is its distance from the town, an evil, that I was informed, cannot 
be remedied even in building the new School-house, as no suitable site 
can be obtained in the vicinity of the city. 

8th. A grant of Company’s Rupees 200 monthly has been made by 

Grant to the Dina- Grovemment during the Quarter in aid of the funds of 
pore School. the School at Dinapore, mentioned in para. 4th of my 

last Report, for an experimental period of six months. I have visited 
this School during the three months, and consider it to be in a very 
healthy and flourishing condition. Mr. Stamm is a first-rate Teacher, 
and he is well assisted. 
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Vernacular Educa- Sub-Inspectors, in the course of their 

tours, have visited, during the Quarter, 2,883 villages, 
travelling a total distance of 2,814 kos. In the course of tliese journeys 
Detail of Quarter’s ^7 2 Teachers have been visited, 168 of whom have 
operation. accepted the loan of our books, with the Intention of 

competing for the preferred rewards. The number of Teachers met with 
is rather less than during the preceding quarters, but this inu^t be looked 
upon as accidental, and is no proof of a diminution of industry on the 
part of my subordinates, who have worked, for the most part, hard and 
well. I have been able personally to check the work of the officers in 
the districts of Sarun, Patna, Bhaugulpore and Monghyr, with more or 
Character of my particularity, during the Quarter. Of the hrst grade 
Subordinates. Sub-Inspectors in those districts I have reason to be 

particularly pleased with the exertions of Moulavy Sadakat Hossein in 
the district of Sarun, and Pundit Mahendranarayan Roy in that of 
Monghyr. I esteem myself fortunate to have secured tlic services of 
both these officers, and I trust that you will authorise me to encourage 
them by some mark of your approbation. 

lOtli, I cannot speak favourably of Baboo llurgobiud Cflioso, the 
Patna Sub -Inspector. Nothing flourishes under him, and 1 have had 
repeated cause to censure him, in the most severe terms, fur slothfiilness 
and want of zeal in his work. Pundit Amarnath Roy, at Bhaugulpore, 
has been so unfortunate in the circumstances of his district throughout 
the Whole period since operations were commenced, that I am* not dispos- 
ed to blame him on account of the little success tliut has been achieved 
in that district ; under the most favorable circumstances, it would be a 
difficult part of the country to deal with, the villages being thinly scat- 
tered and the indigenous Schools being much more uncommon than in 
other Zillahs. 

11th. Of the second grade Sub-Inspectors while I have not, general- 
» .4 p ly^ had reason to complain, I have not much luvorable 

Officers. to say : none of them are deserving of special mention ; 

one, I have been jybliged to dismiss for idleness and incompe- 
tency, 

12tli. In the two Districts of Arrah and Beliar, wliicli I did not visit 
, durinc! the period under review, the officers havc^u^en 
personelle. working well. The first grade officer in the District 

of Behar resigned, early in the quarter, being appointed Nazir of the 
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Judge’s Court at Gya. In his place I sent Ramroop Lall, a native of 
the Patna District, who has had the advantage of a good English educa- 
tion, as well as of a great deal of intercourse with Europeans. The 
objection to him is that he is a Kurmi, a low, though respectable caste. 
He has, however, pleasing unassuming manners, and I had no other 
candidates to choose from, and could, indeed, hope to find none of so 
good education in this part of the country. In appointing him I gave 
him clearly to understand that if his caste should prove prejudicial to 
his labours, he must resign his appointment. He has been working well, 
and he is assisted by the best set of second grade officers in the division. 
Mohun Lall and his subordinates in the Shahabad District, have been 
working industriously and satisfactorily. 

13tli. I am now able to confirm by my own experience, the existence 

of the strongest prejudices against the educational mea- 
My own impres- ? p , 

sions during my sures, on the part ot the people: prejudices that are 

only strengthened by any attempt to reason against 
them. How are we to believe,” said one set of villagers to me, 
that Government will not interfere with our religion, when we 
see the Missionaries who are paid by them”? and from this ground 
I could not drive them. After they had gone, I remarked, that it would 
be easy for them to satisfy themselves from the Collectorate Trea- 
sury that Government had no connection with the Missionaries. Oh,” 
was the answer, every body believes that their salary comes in notes 
from England !” 

14th. I am now satisfied that it is unwise to attempt to ai'gue with 
The voluntary People who attribute such a course to the most ignoble 

system. motives ; believing that it is adopted only because the 

Government fear to pursue the straight-forward plan of compelling atten- 
tion to their wishes. In many instances they positively argue thus : 

If Government only mean what it professes to mean by these new- 
fangled notions, why is it necessary to carry them out by currying favor 
with the people?” concluding that something must be intended which we 
are afraid to attempt openly. Such notions are so exactly in accordance 
with ‘the general ideas of the natives of this country, that they find ready 
acceptance among them; the consequence is that while a command 
wm4d be obeyed, if not with intelligent assent, at any rate, as* a decree 
of fate, our advice is despised, and rarely followed. Besides, as I have 
often explained, the people in their present intellectual condition, are 
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utterly incapable of appreciating such advice, even supposing they could 
be made to understand that it is disinterested. 

, 15th. While therefore keeping up the theory of eliciting voluntary 

Not adhered to ^ ^^st effectual and satisfactory 

stncUy m practice, course, in practice, to take for my starting point, and to 
allow my subordinates to do the same, that it is the order of Govern- 
ment that people should now educate their cliildren, and that the people 
ought to be satisfied that Government would not command that which is 
not good for them. Having laid down this principle, we then proceed 
to prove, by every argument at pur command, that, in so doing, tlie 
Government has no intention whatever to intericre with the religion of 
its subjects. 

16th. I have been strengthened in my belief that the mode of pro- 
Experience « tie ceecling clesciibcd in the preceding pavagrapli is that 
N. w. p. which promises the most speedy success, by the fact 

that Mr. H, S. Reid arrived at the same conclusion in the N. W. Pro- 
vinces, after a much more lengthened and full experience tlian I have 
had. If wo can induce attention to education by any means, experience 
will soon enable the people to appreciate our present motives. While 
on the subject of the religious suspicions of the people 
I may mention an amusing incident that occurred at 
one of the Model Schools. In one of .the Deva Nagari primers occurs a 
reading lesson of words of three letters commencing, innocentlyenougli, 
with ’^TcT f I Eat rice.” Give to the poor.” fmagine the 

consternation of the Pundit at finding it translated in the Bazaar, into 
p]at food cooked by people without caste 1” Leave your religion I” 
I7th. The two main objects to which the attention of the Sub-Inspec- 
tors is directed in their tours are, first, to induce the 
Progress, existing Teachers to introduce our books into their 

Schools, and to adopt an improved method of tuition ; and, secondly, to 
induce the people to establish, at any rate some kind of School, where 
none previously exists. In both of these objects some progress has now 
been made. The first examination* of the Pupils of 
Eeward System, Teachers under the sanctioned system of 


Anecdote. 


rewards took place towards the close of the quarter, in the District of 
Monghyr, when nineteen Teachers presented themselves, and thq^ys 
of their Schools, amounting to 266, were examined. The sum of Com- 
pany’s Rupees 32-12 was distributed in rewards to the Teachers, and 
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139 volumes of useful books were given away among the children. Itl 
strict justice, neither Masters nor boys were entitled to receive rewards ; 
but our present object, in this, as in every other department of our 
work, is to gain the confidence of the people, and induce them to co-ope- 
rate with us in our measures. It will be easy, by degrees, subse- 
quently, to introduce as strict plans as may seem fitting. The effect, 
in this instance, of the distribution of rewards is described to me as very 
satisfactory : the Teacliers having readily agreed to teach our books, on 
our own plan, in future. I consider that the reward system promises 
well in the district of Mongliyr. 

18th. With regard to the second object, several Zemindars have 
Assistance from established Vernacular Schools, principally in 

Zemindars tliQ Chiiprali district. I had the pleasure of an inter- 

view with the Maharaja of Hutwa ill that Zillah, in the early part of 
Maharaja of Hutli- November, and endeavoured to press upon him the im- 
portance of assisting the Government in its measures. 
Shortly afterw^ards, upon my Sub-Inspector having again occasion to 
visit Hutw\"i, the Raja sent for him, and informed him that he would 
establish Schools in any places that he (the Sub-Inspector) could select 
throughout his extensive zemindaries. As this is the first indication of 
the concurrence of any of the great landlords in our scheme, the success 
of which must ultimately depend, in a great measure, upon their hearty 
co-operation, I think it wmuld be politic to give all possible importance 
to so gratifying a precedent, even to the extent of obtaining for the Raja 
a letter of encouragement direct from Government. 

19th. I regret to say that the sale of books during the Quarter, has 

, been the reverse of satisfactory, only 1,750 volumes 

JBorfissold. 1., T iPi , 

having been disposed of by sale, and 497 by loan, or as 

rewards. The value of the latter w'as Company’s Rupees 53-1 5-G, while 

the sum realized by sale w^as, in round numbers. Company’s Rupees 435. 

The diminution has taken place mainly in the districts of 
Discouragement. t i 

Patna, Bhaugulpore, and Behar. In the Patna district, 

as I .have already reported, nothing succeeds, and, I fear, nothing will 

succeed under the present Sub-Inspector. In Behar the deterioration may 

be attributed to the substitution of an inexperienced officer for one who 

lua^become somewhat acquainted with his duties. In Bhaugulpore I 

am at a loss to give any reason for the diminution, unless it be to be found 

in the fact remarked at the conclusion of the 15 th para, of my last 
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Report, viz., that the purchase of books is as yet confined to a very limited 

class of society. This retrogrcs^on in the sale of books assumes a still 

more discouraging appearance, when we consider tliat many new and 

popular .works have been procured from the North-Western Provinces 

during the Quarter, so that the expenditure of Government has positively 

increased considerably. In the districts of Sarun and Shahabad, there has 

been a satisfactory increase of sales, and in Monghyr there has been no 

diminution of consequence. The sales in the district of Saruli are always 

25 per cent, above those in any other district. 

20th. Twenty-eight of the seventy-two sanctioned Model Scliools 

were established before the conclusion of the Quarter 
Model Schools. , . . i . t i • -n • 

under review, and on the 31st January their Kegisters 

contained the names of 609 boys. Our attention is now being directed 
principally to the improvement of the Teachers, and I have adopted the 
following plan with regard to the Schools that we may establish in the 
future. The Master being selected upon the principles already reported 
to you, will be required to attend either upon the Sub-Inspector, or, 
whenever ho may be directed, to study, until he be reported capable of 
undertaking the charge of a School. Meanwhile one of the supernume- 
rary Teachers, of whom there are generally two or three in a district, 
wlio are preparing themselves in the hope of obtaining a situation, will 
take charge of the School. By this means, it is hoped that the improve- 
ment of the Master may be secured without sacrificing the School which 
he mtiy have headed previously to his selection. Since the termination 
of the Quarter moreover, the appointment of .two supe- 
Teachers. rior supernumerary Teachers in each district has been 

sanctioned at my instance. The duty .of these men will be, in the first 
instance, to move from Model School to Model School, organising and 
improving each in turn, -subsequently they will do the same for the 
Indigenous Schools. Teachers, who arc being prepared to take charge of 
Model Schools, will ordinarily accompany one or other of these Pundits. 
Ill this way they will have all the advantages of a Normal School in 
addition to those of direct tuition. 

21st. In my late tour, finding considerable difficulties arise in procur- 
ing houses for the Model Schools, I applied for permission to build a shed 
for each School at an average expenditure of Company’s Rupe^2. 
This has now been granted ; I propose, wherever it is feasible, to induce 
the people themselves to contribute something towards the expense of 
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building, so as to erect buildings rather superior to what we could do with 
only the funds provided by Government. 

22iid. Fees (one anna per boy) are taken from the boys in attendance 
Fees Account Model Schools, excepting those in the district 

of Shahabad and in one School in Patna, where I have 
taken upon myself to authorize free admission for the present. The four 
Schools in the district of Monghyr are the most flourishing in the Divi- 
sion, but even they arc far from being efficient as yet. The fees collected 
during the Quarter amounted to Company’s Rupees 75-14-0, and the 
current expenses of the Schools to Company’s Rupees 18-5-9. The 
balance, according to my plan, will be distributed in rewards to the 
pupils and teachers. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 


Dinapore, 

The 2^th February) 1856. 


} 


R. B. CHAPMAN, 

Inspector) Department of 
Public Instruction, 


From 


To 


No. 107. 

IL WOODROW, Esquire, M. A., 

Inspector of Schools, East Bengal, 

W. GORDON YOUNG, Esquire, 

Director of Public Instruction, 


Busuntopore, 2%th February, 1856. 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to forward the Quarterly Narrative of the 
Educational proceijdings in the Districts under my Inspection, in accord- 
ance with the instructions contained in your letter No, 1558, dated 25th 
September 1855. 

During the months of November, December and January, I was 
occupied in my official tour, in the Districts of Dacca, Furreedpore, 
Jessore, the 24-Pergunnahs and Pubna. I visited and inspected all the 
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Government Schools in these Zillahs, and such private institutions as 
had applied for grants in aid. Tho Government Schools have already 
been reported on in my Monthly Narratives, and the private institutions 
in separate communications, so that general remarks will, in the present 
narrative, be sufficient. 

3. The Dacca College is the chief source of the supply of educated 

natives for the Kutcherries of the Eastern Zillahs. The 

Dacca. 

demand is in fact greater tlian the supply. High 
Students are certain of employment, and even Junior Scholars receive 
appointments which in Western Bengal would be reserved for Seniors. 

It is, therefore, found impossible to keep Students a sufficient time at 
tho College. In December last, the Attendance Register showed but 
one Student in the first class, two in the second class, and in the third 
a few more. The first class had been reduced in November by the 
appointment of Denobundho Mullick, as a Sub-Inspector of Schools. 
These small classes follow the Senior Scholarship course of the Presi- 
dency College, and require instruction in every subject. As oral expla- 
nation occupies almost as long a time for two Students as for a dozen, 
and as good lectures require careful preparation, it necessarily follows 
that the Principal and Head Master are always fully occupied with 
work. The late additions to the number of subjects for examination 
has further increased the labour. 

4. The importance of Dacca as tlie only College in tlie Easf of 
Bengal, and in point of numbers the largest of all the Mofussil Colleges, 
entitles it to an instructive staff as large as at Hooghly, but an .extension 
to the present establishment is almost hopeless, as the tendency of the 
great educational despatch is unfavorable to an increased expenditure on 
Colleges, and as Dacca till very lately annually exceeded its assignment 
by about 4,000 Rupees. The next best arrangement would be to 
remove the Students of the first two classes to tlie Presidency College, * 
and thus enable the Principal to give more time to the tliird and fourth 
College classes, and to the Senior and Junior Schools. The College 

-Ihree years ago, was declared full to overflowiiig ; seventy more^ 
Students have been added, and yet no increase has been given to the 
building. In fact the class rooms are now unwholesomely full. To 
reduce the numbers, full use is made of the restrictions concerning^«ge, 
and candidates for admission to the Junior School have been superan- 
nuated at the age of seven and a half years. Parents in the Mofussil 


g 
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>Yi]l not send their children from home at such tender years ; yet unless 
they consent to do so no admission can be granted. A necessary con- 
sequence is that scarcely any children of Zemindars are in the Govern- 
ment Schools. From my inquiry on this subject, I find that not five 
per Cent, of the boys are sons of landed gentlemen. This is much to be 
regretted, I believe that the best correctative is the establishment of 
numerous primary Anglo-Vernacular Schools, under the auspices of the 
^emindars, and assisted by Grants-in-Aid. The Sub-Inspectors in 
travelling through their Districts represent strongly to Zemindars the 
advantage of education, and numerous gentlemen have promised to 
establish such Schools. Nevertheless, their estimation of the benefits of 
education is at present so low that they generally offer only ten or 
fifteen rupees monthly for a School. As the Grant-in-Aid would ‘be 
of the same amount, such Schools were at first repudiated; but as the 
Zemindars would give nothing for a good Bengali School, and as instruc- 
tion at the primary Schools would enable their sons to enter the Anglo- 
Vernacular Schools when of sufficient age to leave home, I strongly advo- 
cated a concession to their wishes, and my recommendation was adopted. 

As it is, the majority of the Students in the Schools are the children of 
the Amlahs, who, with their usual acumen, fully appreciate the advan- 
tages of education. 

5. The Local Committee of Dacca proposed the establishment of a 
Branch School, but it was decided not to adopt their recommendation, as 
a Government School might hinder private enterprise. The Local Com- 
mittee, witli the exception of Mr. N. Pogose, still believe a branch School 
to be necessary. This gentleman, with equal perseverance and public 
spirit has, for three years, superii\]tended a School of his own. Two 
other Institutions have lately been opened, and all three are equally ad- 
missible to Grants-in-Aid, should they make application and prove their 
claims. If the College, in spite of these efforts of private enterprise, still 
continues oppressively full, I am of opinion that a Branch School should 
be established : there will be room enough for all. The superannuation 
of the Candidates for the lowest class at such a tender age as seven years/** 
h strictly in accordance with the rule. 

The object of this rule is to induce parents to educate their children in 
thq^rnacular language, but as Gurumohashoys do not teach reading as 
Europeans understand the term, it is possible to reject boys not only at 
the age of seven, but even of six years ; children of Mofussil Zemindars 
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would seldom, if ever, enter the Schools if the rule were rigorously en- 
forced. In point of fact, relaxation is made everywhere except at Dacca. 
The present state of the College School, in its overflowing numbers, is 
proof sufficient of the estimation in which it is generally held. 

The result of the Scholarship examination is the best test avail- 
able of the efficiency of the College. In all the Colleges many students, 
after the last examination, forfeited their scholarships; but those at 
Dacca, not knowing the results in other Colleges, felt deeply depressed. 

6. As concerns gymnastic exercises, cricket has always been cultivat- 
ed at Dacca, and the Students generally are not averse to games. 

The Local Committee have, on my suggestion, applied for a grant of 
money to carry out some of the arrangements introduced at the Calcutta 
and Hooghly Colleges. The community of Dacca have always contri- 
buted from six to eight hundred rupees yearly for prizes. Part of this 
liberality this year has been restricted to prizes for athletic exercises. I 
expect that a species of Olympian games will be held annually, and as 
the money is already paid, the prizes will be given in rupees instead of 
laurel leaves, a mode of compensation which may induce some students 
to lay aside the inactivity which Hindus frequently consider necessary 
to the dignity of a gentleman. In the College compound I have erected 
a Sun-Dial twenty-four feet long, made on a plan of my own. If it fail 
to show apparent time accurately to one minute throughout the year, I 
shall bear the expense. I have constructed another Dial on tho same 
principle on a smaller scale at Furreedpore, and shall eventuuUy extend 
them to other Schools. It is possible to erect a good Sun-Dial true to 
five minutes at the cost of one anna. I shall place tfiese simple Dials in 
all my Vernacular Schools. 

7. There are twelve Indigenous Schools in the city of Dacca, and ten 

Vernacular Edu- Gurumoliashoys are willing to accept the services 

cation m Dacca. of a Government Teacher, and to raise the standard of 
acquirements in their Schools. I have established two Gurumohashoy 
circles in the city. Three or four might have been made, but as a Model 
“Vernacular School will'probably be placed at Dacca, there would not bo 
a sufficient field for both the Model School and the Circular leachers. 

8. Among tho Indigenous Schools thus assisted, is one which deserves 
especial mention. It is conducted by a female named Mohinee. JJelfhor 
my Sub-Inspectors nor myself have ever seen this person, as she is 
always behind the purdah; but she has accepted the aid of the Govern- 
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ment Teacher. The children learn their lessons in one part of the mat 
hut, and then pass round the screen to receive instruction from their 
governess. I am aware of no other instance of a purely Native School 
raised and conducted by a native female. The standard of acquirement 
in the School is not high, but books have been introduced, and one num- 
ber of the Seeshiisliekya read through. 

I shall watch the progress of this School with particular attention, and 
encourage it to the utmost of my power. Indeed I think that especial 
marks of favour might be shown to this School-mistress in order to 
induce other poor but respectable females to obtain sufficient education 
for the conduct of rudimentary Schools. 

9. The Zillah Schools in the districts through which I have hitherto 

travelled, are well conducted ; yet all show that systema- 

Zillah Schools. .. « ... ^ 

tic instruction m tlie art oi teaching is necessary. Some 

Teachers are better than others, but teaching as an art has been studied 

by none. The fault of almost universal occurrence is a want of activity 

and animation. This is due partly to the nature of the country, but still 

more to an absence of information on the best means of awakening and 

sustaining the interest of the class in the subject of its lessons. At my 

request Local Committees have written to procure books on the subject,' 

such as Dunn, Stow, Sullivanj The School-master, (tc. I have also 

informed the Teachers that after allowing them a reasonable time to 

read any one of these books that they may be able to procure, I shall, 

on my retui'n, examine them. 

10. It is also a subject of regret that Teachers having once obtained 
an appointment, lay aside their College reading without taking up any 
other in its stead. I have pointed out this omission, and hope to find 
that they will keep up, if they do not increase, the amount of informa- 
tion which they then possessed. 

There exists also a great ignorance on passing events. Their idea of 
Europe, as it is, is generally derived from Addison and Goldsmith, but 
the change in manners and customs during the last century is quite un- 
known to them. To remedy this defect,' the Local Committees have^ 
agreed with me in ordering the Illustrated London News for the use of 
teachers and pupils. 

Tl.v A Vernacular Library established at Dacca in October, through 

Vernacular Libra- public spirit of Mr. Forbes of the Dacca Bank, a 
Member of the Local Committee, speedily numbered 
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fifty-four Members, each paying four annas a month. At Furreedpore 
the proposal for a Library was made in December, by the Sub-Inspector, 
Moulvie Allahadad Khan, and being supported by the Magistrate, con- 
tributions to the extent of nearly four hundred rupees were collected, and 
arrangements made for purchasing Vernacular works. At Burrisaul the 
Principal Sudder Ameen has kindly undertaken to promote the establish- 
ment of a Library. At Jessore, Pubna, Tipperah, and Noakhally, the 
subject has been brought forward, but without satisfactory results at 
presents 


Sale of Books. 


Books required. 


12. The depots for books established by the School Book Society, 
are all in operation in the Zillalis of East Bengal, 
but with the exception of the Agency at Dacca, 

have done little as yet to promote the distribution of the Society’s publi- 
cations in the Mofussil. The Sub-Inspectors have been directed to 
carry books for sale with them on their tours, and when requisite, 
advances to the amount of 20 Rupees have been made to enable 
them to purchase a small stock. The Teachers of the G\irumohashoy 
circles have all supplied the Schools under their care with books, and 
seven hundred and ninety-nine copies of the Seeshusliekya, &c., have 
thus been disposed of. 

1 3. The books now most needed in our superior Schools, arc one 
on the art of teaching, and anotJier on Agricultural 
Botany adapted for the climate of Bengal. 'I’lie want 

of a good text-book for the agricultural class is greatly felt at Baraset, 
and when the study of Botany becomes more diffused will be required 
every where. The serious pecuniary hardship to poor Students in the 
frequent change of books renders me averse to recommend any funda- 
mental change at present. Bengali School books are numerous and 
quite sufficient for the present low standard of our Schools. The 
elementary English works of the School Book Society, have a wide 
circulation. The Readers are stated, on the Title-page, to be adapted to 
the capacity of Indian youth, but a more unwarrantable assertion is 
iTardly possible. They are thoroughly English ; for example, in the First 
Reader it is said " William, tie the pinks to white sticks in the green 
house”— -and again, Good boys put the fork and not the knife into 
their mouths”. The fork being held in the left hand ! For thg affd 
other reasons the orthodox Hindus of Tipperah complain, that Tn their 
opinion the boys learn bad manners at the Government Schools. 
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Simple as these sentences are to read^ they require much explanatioDj 
and are not at all adapted for little Hindu children. 

14. I have found no difficulty, but on the contrary, much pleasure 

in co-operating with the Local Committees. In some 

Local Committees. , ... i „ 

Schools the examinations have been very caret ully con- 
ducted, and generally the Committee Meetings have been held regularly^ 
but the duty is considered irksome. 

15, The sanction of the Government to the establishment of sixty 

Gurumohashoy circles at a cost not exceeding 25 

Indigenous Schools. ' , , ^ 

Rupees each, reached me in the middle of January. I 

had in expectation of this sanction established before the end of Decem- 
ber two circles in Dacca, two in Baraset, and five in the 24-Pergunnahs. 
Before the end of January, I had established three more in Baraset. 

Sub-Inspectors. 16, The Siib-Inspectors now engaged are as follows : — 

In the 24:- Per gunnahs and Baraset^,,. Baboo Jugut Chunder Banorjee. 

PuhnUy Nilrnoney Sen. 

Furreedpore, Moulavee Allahadad Khan. 

Dacca, Baboo Dinobundhoo Mullick. 

Burisaul, Shamachurn Bose. 

lessor e, Vacant. 

The Sub-Inspector of Jessore, Russicklall Sircar, resigned on account 
of ill-health broiight on b^ the fatigue of travelling. The Sub-Inspec- 
tors are inpessantly travelling, but in the Eastern Districts there are but 
few Schools to inspect, even of the Gurumohashoys. Their duty now is 
to induce the principal inhabitants to establish Schools, and in this they 
have met with some success — near Calcutta there are many Schools, and 
Baboo Jugut Chunder Banorjee has done his duty well. During the 
past three months he has visited on the average twenty-four different 
Schools, and travelled three hundred and eighty-nine miles monthly. 
The next successful Sub-Inspector has been Moulavee Allahadad Khan. 

17. I have visited during the Quarter the following 
' peaces for the purpose of establisliing Grant-in-Aid^ 


Schdols. 

In Dacca, Naraingunge, Moonshegunge, Rajanugger, 

Lojun, Calleepara, and the Pogose School 
at Dacca Station. 

In Furreedpore, The Vernacular School at the Station. 
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In Puhna,,*,., ....Koomerkhallee, and the Vernacular Schuol at 

/ the Station. 

In Jeanore^ Naral, Magoorah, and Sibrampore. 

In Baras^et, Hallyshuhur Koomerhatta. 


.In the 2\-Per(junnahs,,,, The Roman Catholic Orphanage at l5ntally 

The Scliools at Belghoria, Syedpore, Ba- 
ranogore, Bhowaniporo and Baripore. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Vour most obedient Servant, 

H. WOODROW, M. A., 

Inspector of Schools. 


From 


No. 276 of 1856. 

Wm. ROBINSON, Esquire, 

Inspector of Schools, 

Assam and North Bengal, 


To 

Wm. GORDON YOUNG, Esquire, 

Director of Public Instruction, Fort William, Bengal. 

Dated Rungpore, 25th February, 1856. 

SiRj 

I HAVE tlie honor to lay before you a brief report of opera- 
tions in my division, for the Quarter ending with the 3Ist January, 1856. 

During the period under review, several applications liave been made 
to me for Grants-in-Aid, but in most instances they were for Schools that 
had but lately ^l^en opened, or had yet to be established. In every case 
too I felt anxious to gain more detailed information than had been fur- 
fflshed by the applicants regarding the prospects of the Schools, and the 
amount of local contributions, which the managers would guarantee 
towards their permanent support. References had therefore to be ma^ 
to various parties, which has caused considerable delay, and has ^iAerto 
prevented my submitting these applications for your consideration. In 
connection with each of these Schools, I beg to add that I have sought 
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to form a Local Committee of Management, composed of tlie principal 
native inhabitants, both with the view of fostering a practice of combina- 
tion for purposes of mutual benefit, as well as to inspire the people witli 
a sense of personal importance, and so inducing them to take a personal 
interest in the success of the institution under their charge. I have rea- 
son to hope that these Committees will soon be formed, and that I shall 
shortly be able to report more satisfactorily on the subject. 

The small indigenous village Schools in Assam, I am happy to state, 
are gradually becoming more numerous, and most of them have now 
been supplied with School books, though these latter are not exactly of 
the description I should wish them to be. A few of these Schools bid 
fair to have a permanent existence, and the pupils attending them are 
making satisfactory progress. The Teachers however arc, for the most 
part, very incompetent men, and are scarcely able tp do more than to 
instruct their pupils in writing and the simple rules of Arithmetic. But 
it seems advisable that the work should be carried on even with these 
imperfect tools, rather than that it should be deferred till more efficient 
men can be introduced into the field. I hope, by and by, to be able to 
prevail on some of them to spend a few months of the year in attendance 
at the Normal School, when I have little doubt they will gain many new 
ideas that will prove of great advantage to them in the discharge of their 
duties, and as the Normal School itself advances, a number of properly 
trained young men will be available for the establishment of a better 
order of village Schools throughout the province. 

.Since the date of my last report, the Anglo-Vernacular School at 
Gowhattee has been raised to the status of the Zillah Schools in Bengal, 
and this alteration in its internal management has already had a most 
beneficial effect on the institution ; the number of pupils attending it 
having been doubled within the last two months. 

The people in the neighbourhood of Seebsagur in Upper Assam, are 
extremely anxious that like advantages should be extended to them, and 
as soon as an efficient Master can be procured, the Schoof at that station 
also will be placeS on the same footing, with a result that I expect witt 
be still more satisfactory. 

The other English Schools in my division, I am happy to state, are 
^vaijicing very favourably. 

During the Quarter, the district of Mymensing has been taken up, — a 
Sub-Inspector having been appointed to it on the 1st of January last. 
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lie IS now engaged in tiavelling tlirough the district, and his reports 
hitherto have been very favourable regarding the interest evinced by the 
people for the instruction of tlieir children. Efforts are being made for 

the establishment of Schools, which I trust will in time prove sue- 
cessful. 

It gives me great pleasure here to bring to your notice tlie existence of 
a small English School at Jumalporc, founded by the Police Darogali, 
Baboo Callychurn Ghose, There are at present 42 boys on the rolls, 
and the proceeds of their schooling fees amount to Rupees 25 per men- 
sem. From this sum a few contingent expenses are defrayed, and the 
balance, about 19 or 20 Rupees, supports the instructive staff. The 
School has been reported of favourably by the Sub-Inspector, and mea- 
suies aie being taken for adding a Vernacular department to it, and, 
inviting a few respectable natives to form themselves into a Committee 
for the genei al superintendence of the School. 

The Vernacular School in the Sudder station — Nussccrabad — one of 
the 101 Schools established during the administration of Lord Jlardingc, 
continues to be very popular, and its popularity I believe is in a great 
measure attributable to the very praiseworthy exertions of the Head 
Master, Baboo Janokeccliurn Bose. It now numbers upwards of 150 
pupils, and the schooling fees realized during the year 1855 amount to 
Rupees 104-12, sliowing an increase of Rupees 40-14 above the amount 
realized in 1854. The annual examination of tlie ScliooJ was held in 
January, and was conducted by Mr. Cooper, the Collector of ifhe district, 
aided by several of the native gentry, who on this occasion subkribed 75 
Rupees for prizes, which were awarded among tiic successful competitors. 
At the previous examination, I understand, the subscription for this pur- 
pose did not amount to more than Rupees 21. 

In Sylliet nothing has been done during the Quarter under review for 
the promotion of Vernacular education, but a Sub-Inspector has since 
been appointed, and I hope, in my next report, to be able to furnish an 
account of our labours in that quarter. My report on the English 
-^School at the station was submitted to you only a few Hays ago, and any 
further reference to it at present will be unnecessary. I took occasion at 
the same time to I'eport on two very flourishing Anglo-Vernacular 
Schools in the station of Sylhet, under the superintendence of the^evc- 
rend Mr. Pryse, which, together witli the Government School, afford a 
superior English education to upwards of 350 boys. 


h 
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On leaving Sylhet I proceeded to Cherra Poongee on the Khasia Hills 
and visited the Schools under the superintendence of the Reverend Mr 
Lewis, of which there are nine for boys and one for girls. The winte 
months being the busy time of the year for the people on the hills, an( 
the services of the children in all out-door occupations too valuable t< 
their parents to admit of their being able to attend School regularly a 
such a time, — the aggregate daily attendance of these Schools was no 
more than 170. During the rains, however, the attendance is mud 
larger. The desire of acquiring a knowledge of letters is now spreadinr 
so rapidly under the influence of these Schools, that there are sevcra 
young men and women residing in the neighbourhood, who receive pri 
vate instruction, and after a day of labour and fatigue spent in tlicij 
usual avocations, sit together in the evenings to learn what they can froir 
those who attend the Schools during the day. Many villages in the inte- 
rior have also applied to have Schools established amongst tiiem, but the 
vVant of Teachers prevents a compliance with their solicitations. To mcel 
this deficiency, I have had the honor to recommend an additional Grant- 
in-Aid to Mr. Lewis, for the support of a few youths of both sexes to be 
trained as Teachers, and when these are qualified to enter on tlieir duties, 
the progress of education will doubtless be more rapid and extend more 
generally. The Khasias are just beginning to awaken to a consciousness 
of the value of education, and under the zealous exertions of the Reve- 
rend Mr. Lewis, so liberally aided as they are by the Government, there 
is every reilson to expect that tins people, whose temporal condition has 
already been so much improved by their connection with the British Go- 
vernment, will also benefit both morally and intellectually. 

The Schools for the Kacharis in Central Assam, under the superinten- 
dence of the Reverend Mr. Hesselmcyer, have been visited by the Sub- 
Inspector and reported on favourably. There arc but three Schools at 
present in operation, with an aggregate daily attendance of 83 pupils, and 
these were first opened in February last year. Mr. Hesselmeyer writes 
to say that he hopes, before the end of the present Quarter, to be able to 
open .three more Schools in localities where the people have expressed aft 
earnest desire to have their children taugbt. 

The Model Schools, sanctioned for the districts of Rungpore, Bograli, 
and Dinageporc, I am sorry to say, have not yet been opened. First, 
because no School-houses had been erected, and secondly, because no 
Teachers were available. In Rungpore, however, five houses^ have been 



reported ready, viz, : in the towns of Olipore, Sonyasikota, Chilmari, Go- 
darghtit, and Bardergunge, and I hope to make some arrangement for the 
appointment of Teachers before I quit the district. I indulge the hope 
that on my visit to the districts of Dinageporo and Bograh, to which 
place I am now proceeding, I shall be able to expedite measures for the 
establishment of the Schools sanctioned for those districts also. y 

The Committee of Management of the Rungpore Zemindarce School, 
have at my suggestion adopted, during the Quarter, the plan of levying 
schooling fees, and the result has already been a decided improvement in 
the daily attendance of the boys. 

• The Sub-Inspectors have all attended to their duties satisfactorily, but 
hitherto with very little apparent success. We have many difficulties of 
nt) orJi ' kind to contend with, and meet with much to disappoint and 
discour us. On the whole, however, I believe the work is progress- 
ing, though it may be wdtli slow and stealthy steps. 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

WILLIAM ROBINSON, 

Inspector of Schools^ 

Assam and North Bcwjah 
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No. 74. 

THE ASSISTANT INSPECTOR OF SCHOOLS, 

South Bengal, 


To 


W. GORDON YOUNG, Esquire, 

Director of Public Iii.itruclm, 
Fort William. 


28th February, 1856. 


’ With reference to your letter No. 74, dated 7th ult^o 

I have the honor to submit a brief narrative of my proccedis^* during 
the (luavter ending 31st January last. 
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2. Eighteen, out of the twenty Model Schools sanctioned by Govern- 
ment for the Districts of Nuddea, Burdwan, Hooghly and Midnapore, 
were established during the quarter ending 31st October, 1855. The re- 
maining two Schools have been opened in the quarter under review ; so 
that each of those districts has now its full complement of five Schools, 
k 3. The total number of pupils receiving instruction in the Model 
Schools, amounts to 2,738. 

4. Considering the short period for which the Schools have been 
opened, the progress made by the pupils of those among them which 
were established at the commencement of our operations in September 
last is very creditable. The first classes in them read the Nitibodh, Ani-‘ 
mal Biography (School Book Society’s) and Arithmetic. One School 
in entitled to particular notice, v/z., that at Mohespore in Nuddea. The 
progress of the pupils of this institution far exceeds the progress made 
by the Students of any other School. They have finished the Nitibodh, 
Charupat, part I., a portion of Part II. and Jebimcharita. 

5. The pupils in general arc remarkable for their zeal and pay great 
attention to their studies. Of this I have great pleasure in mentioning 
one particular instance. While on my late tour of inspection, I ex- 
amined the pupils of the Model School at Jowgong, and to please them 
wanted to give them a holiday ; but I was agreeably surprized to find 
that they expressed great unwillingness to avail themselves of it, 
saying that the holiday would be an unnecessary interruption in their 
lessons. 

6. The inhabitants of nearly all the villages, where the Schools have 
been established, take a lively interest in them. The elders frequently 
visit the Schools and sit for hours together, hearing the boys read and 
explain their lessons, and appear greatly pleased with the mode of tuition, 
the new Class Books, the orderly arrangement of the boys in their res- 
pective classes, &c. I cannot here pass over an instance of the sincere 
pleasure which an old gentlemen of Gopalnaggur, in Midnapore, express- 
ed, while listening to the reading of a boy in the School there. After 
attentively listening for some time, he burst into an exclamation ex-» 
pressive of the superiority of our system over that in use in the Patsal- 
lahs under Gurumohasoys, and anticipating the most beneficial results 
frQju the former, actually shed tears of joy, 

7. Tjjis state of things certainly augurs well for the future prosperity 
of the Model Schools. 
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8. Measures are being taken by thg inhabitants of the villages in which 
the Model Schools have been established for the erection of the School 
Houses, and in some, the buildings have made considerable progress. 

9. In three out of the twenty Model Schools, there has been a 
decrease in numerical strength in the quarter under reference. In the 
School at Jowgong this is owing to a feud which sprang up amongst the^ 
inhabitants of the village, by which they were divided into two parties ; 
and, as the School was located at the house of a member of one 
party, the members of the other party objected to send their children 
there. On the occasion of my last visit, however, I was glad to observe 
that affairs had taken a better turn, and boys were again slowly return- 
ing. 'I am confident that in a short time the School will regain its 
fot'mer numerical strength. The inhabitants have also engaged that 
similar causes shall not in future be allowed in any way to affect the 


interests of the institution. 

IQ. In the School at Mancor the fiiUing off in the number of boys 
is to be ascribed to an impression in the iViinds of many of the villagers, 
that the object of the institution was proselytizing, and that the Teachers 
were Christians sent up from Calcutta for tliat purpose. This impres- 
sion appears to have been created in their minds by the machinations of 
the Gurumohasoys whoso Patsalas had begun to bo deserted on tlio 
establishment of the Model School. Fortunately, however, the Hoad 
Master of the School is an Orthodox Pundit, and an inliabitant of a 
village near Mancor. When these circumstances became known to 
them, the erroneous impression began to bo effaced, and on the- occasion 
of my last visit, I was glad to find that their confidence was being gra- 


dually restored. 

1 1 The novelty of the Model School at Kliantoora attracted, at tlio 
commencement, a large number of pupils. Tlic only available houses 
which had been lent by the villagers for the School, were too small to 
accommodate such a number, and though the pupils attended for a tnno 
in spite of the inconvenience arising from want of room they have since 
gradually fallen off. It is, however, hoped that when.tho new School 
House is completed, wo shall have the same number of boys again. 

12. Of the ten Vernacular Schools under the old ‘hose at 

Ooterparah and Midnapore are in a flourishing state. 1 he^ S^ol .r 
Boinchec had been remodelled and was gradua y , 

the opening of an English School in that village, that institution 





begun to be desei’ted. Towards the 3lose of the quarter, ending 31st 
October 1855, the School at Jyntiporc was in a very bad state; the 
number of boys was only 17. In October last the Master got a month’s 
leave of absence, and a Student of the Normal School was sent to 
officiate for him in his absence. During the incumbency of the heum 
tenens the School began to flourish ; thus proving that its bad condition 
was owing to want of abilities in the Master as a Vernacular Teacher, 
doubts of which had already begun to bo entertained, I therefore, 
required him to come down to Calcutta, on the expiration of his leave, 
to pass an examination, before he rejoined his post. Since the requisi- 
tion he has disappeared. The officiating Master has been consequently 
appointed to the post, and the Scliool is prospering under his able 
management. The number of pupils has risen from 17 to 79. 

12. During the Quarter under review, an application for a Grant-in- 
Aid was received from the Committee of Management of tlie Vernacular 
School at Kishnaghur, and being recommended, has been sanctioned to 
the extent of 35 Rupees per month. 

13. In the scheme of Vernacular Education, which I had submitted 
to His Honor the Lieutenant Governor when a Member of the late 
Council of Education, I had proposed the appointment of two Sub- 
Inspectors in the four Districts of Nuddea, Burdwan, Ilooghly and 
Midnapore. But, mill a view to the speedy commencement of opera- 
tions, you desired me to avail myself of the services of four, or one 
officer for each Zillah, They continued in their posts till December last, 
when, all the Model Schools except one having been established, the 
services of two out of the four were dispensed with. The remaining two 
having taken charge of the four Districts under me, were, in considera- 
tion of additional labor and increased travelling charges, promoted to 
the higher grade on 150 Rupees per month each, under your orders 
of the 28th December, 1855. 

14. During the Quarter the Bengali translation of Select Fables 
from James’ Fables of iEsop has been completed and printed. Treatises 
on Geography, Arithmetic and Elements of Natural Philosophy are 
the press. The translation of Rasselas is complete, and will soon be 
sent to the press. The works in History, Astronomy, Biography, ^c., 
"are in course of active preparation. 

15^^^ The Normal School continues to open in the Sanskrit College 
Rooms, between the hours of 7 and 9| in the mornings, v The progress 



of the pupils has been satisfactory have received appointments 
during the Quarter, four in the ]\Hcl Schools and eleven in tlie Verna- 
cular aided Schools. The School is well attended; the number of 
pupils amounts to 93. 

16. The Sub-Inspectors under me have been busily engaged in 
inspecting the Schools in their respective Districts. They have given 
me great satisfaction by their ^ligence, zeal, and attention to tlieir 
duties. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

ESIIWUR CIIUNDRA SIIARMA, 

Assistant Inspector of Schools, South Baujal 







